HOW DO THEY WORSHIP GOD?

And

HOW DO WE WORSHIP GOD?

“Worship” is a reverent devotion and allegiance pledged to God; the rituals or ceremonies by which this reverence is expressed. The English word worship comes from the Old English word “worthship” a word which denotes the worthiness of the one receiving the special honor or devotion. (Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)

“Worshiping God” is a vital point in any religion in the world. All who believe in God know that they have to worship God. The way they worship God may not be the same depend on what religion they belong to. For example; Buddhists use to sit or squat on the floor with hands lifted up to their forehead and bow down in their worship. They  never sit on the chair as they worship. Muslims use to knee down and bow down with their forehead on to the ground. Sometimes they stand up. How do Christians worship? Different denominations and different church groups may have different style of worship. In my opinion the Christian way of worshiping God is the easiest and most comfortable worship. Some Christians are even so liberal that they wear whatever they like (short pant, T shirt, sandals) and they do whatever they like in the Church as they worship.  They use to sit on the chair during worship service. Sometimes they stand, they sing, they pray, they knee down, they lift their hands up, they clap their hands, they shout and sometimes they dance. Two third of the time is taken by pastor or preacher in preaching.

When you go to visit king’s palace in Thailand, you are not allowed to wear sandals or shoes, short pant or short sleeve shirt into King’s palace because Thai people consider their king’s palace as holy place. You must take of your shoes or sandals, wear long sleeve shirt and long pant or skirt cover your knees.

Buddhists and Muslims do not wear shoes or sandals in their monastery or mosque. Christians seldom take of their shoes or sandals in the Church as they worship.

Exodus 3:5; Acts 7:33 "Do not come any closer," God said. "Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground ." 

Wherever God is; there is a Holy Ground! Take off your sandals at holy ground!

The most important matter is whether God is there where we worship Him and whether our worship is acceptable to God or not. If we believe God is presence at our gathering worship service, we must know how top behave and talk in front of our God in our Church. Amen!

Where did they worship God in Old Testament time?

1. On the mountain
Exodus 3:12 And God said, "I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain." 

Psalms 99:9 Exalt the LORD our God and worship at His holy mountain, for the LORD our God is holy.

Isaiah 27:13 And in that day a great trumpet will sound. Those who were perishing in Assyria and those who were exiled in Egypt will come and worship the LORD on the holy mountain in Jerusalem. 

2. In desert
Exodus 7:16 Then say to him, 'The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has sent me to say to you: Let my people go, so that they may worship me in the desert. But until now you have not listened.

3. At sanctuary
Joshua 22:27 On the contrary, it is to be a witness between us and you and the generations that follow, that we will worship the LORD at his sanctuary with our burnt offerings, sacrifices and fellowship offerings. Then in the future your descendants will not be able to say to ours, 'You have no share in the LORD.' 

4. In the house of God
Jeremiah 26:2 "This is what the LORD says: Stand in the courtyard of the LORD's house and speak to all the people of the towns of Judah who come to worship in the house of the LORD. Tell them everything I command you; do not omit a word. 

5. Through the gates
Jeremiah 7:2 Stand at the gate of the LORD's house and there proclaim this message: 'Hear the word of the LORD, all you people of Judah who come through these gates to worship the LORD.’ 

Ezekiel 46:9 When the people of the land come before the LORD at the appointed feasts, whoever enters by the north gate to worship is to go out the south gate; and whoever enters by the south gate is to go out the north gate. No one is to return through the gate by which he entered, but each is to go out the opposite gate. 

6. In temple
Ezra 7:19 Deliver to the God of Jerusalem all the articles entrusted to you for worship in the temple of your God.

7. Before altar
2 Kings 18:22 And if you say to me, "We are depending on the LORD our God"-isn't he the one whose high places and altars Hezekiah removed, saying to Judah and Jerusalem, "You must worship before this altar in Jerusalem"? 

2 Chronicles 32:11-12 Did not Hezekiah himself remove this god's high places and altars, saying to Judah and Jerusalem, 'You must worship before one altar and burn sacrifices on it'? 

8. At His footstool
Psalm 99:5 Exalt the LORD our God and worship at his footstool; he is holy. 

Psalm 132:7 Let us go to his dwelling place; let us worship at his footstool —  

9. On bed
1 Kings 1:47-48 Also, the royal officials have come to congratulate our lord King David, saying, 'May your God make Solomon's name more famous than yours and his throne greater than yours!' And the king bowed in worship on his bed and said, “Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel, who has allowed my eyes to see a successor on my throne today.”

How did they worship God in Old Testament time?

1. Bow down
2 Kings 17:36 But the LORD, who brought you up out of Egypt with mighty power and outstretched arm, is the one you must worship . To him you shall bow down and to him offer sacrifices.

Psalm 95:6 Come, let us bow down in worship , let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; 

2. With gladness and joyful songs
Psalms 100:2 Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs. 

3. With music and offering
2 Chronicles 29:28 The whole assembly bowed in worship , while the singers sang and the trumpeters played. All this continued until the sacrifice of the burnt offering was completed. 

4. With sacrifice and offering
Isaiah 19:21 So the LORD will make himself known to the Egyptians, and in that day they will acknowledge the LORD. They will worship with sacrifices and grain offerings; they will make vows to the LORD and keep them.

5. With repentance
1 Samuel 15:25 Now I beg you, forgive my sin and come back with me, so that I may worship the LORD.

6. Worship in splendor
1 Chronicles 16:28-29 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name. Bring an offering and come before him; worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness. 

7. Fell to the ground
Job 1:20 At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship.

8. Face on the ground
2 Chronicles 20:18 Jehoshaphat bowed with his face to the ground, and all the people of Judah and Jerusalem fell down in worship before the LORD. 

9. Worship at a distance
Exodus 24:1-2 Then he said to Moses, "Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel. You are to worship at a distance, but Moses alone is to approach the LORD; the others must not come near. And the people may not come up with him." 

10. Not by man-make rules
Isaiah 29:13 The Lord says: “These people come near to me with their mouth

and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me

is made up only of rules taught by men”.

New Testament Worship

New Testament worship was characterized by a joy and thanksgiving because of God's gracious redemption in Christ. This early Christian worship focused on God's saving work in Jesus Christ. True worship was that which occurred under the inspiration of Holy Spirit (John 4:23-24; Philippians 3:3). (Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)

The Jewish Sabbath was quickly replaced by the first day of the week as the time for weekly public worship (Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:2); it was called the Lord's Day (Revelation 1:10). This was the occasion for celebration of the resurrection of Jesus, since He arose on the first day of the week (Mark 16:2). (Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)

Some scholars believe the Jewish Christians would go to the synagogues on Saturday and to their own meeting on Sunday. Many early Christians of Jewish background continued to follow the law and customs of their people. They observed the Sabbath and the Jewish holy days, such as the great annual festivals. However, the apostle Paul held himself free from any obligation to these and never laid an obligation to observe them on his converts (Colossians 2:16). (Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)

Although the New Testament does not instruct worshipers in a specific procedure to follow in their services, several elements appear regularly in the worship practices of the early church. (Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)

Where did they worship God in New Testament time?

1. In Synagogue
Matthew 13:53-54 When Jesus had finished these parables, he moved on from there. Coming to his hometown, he began teaching the people in their synagogue , and they were amazed. "Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers?" they asked. 

Mark 6:2 When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue , and many who heard him were amazed.

Acts 13:14 From Perga they went on to Pisidian Antioch. On the Sabbath they entered the synagogue and sat down.

Acts 14:1 At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish synagogue . There they spoke so effectively that a great number of Jews and Gentiles believed. 

Acts 17:2-3 As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue , and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. 

Acts 19:8 Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about the kingdom of God.

2. In the temple
Matthew 21:12-13 Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves. "It is written," he said to them, "'My house will be called a house of prayer,' but you are making it a 'den of robbers.'" 

Matthew 21:23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him. "By what authority are you doing these things?" they asked. "And who gave you this authority?" 

Matthew 26:55-56 At that time Jesus said to the crowd, "Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come out with swords and clubs to capture me? Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching, and you did not arrest me. But this has all taken place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled." Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. 

John 18:20-21 "I have spoken openly to the world," Jesus replied. "I always taught in synagogues or at the temple , where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret. Why question me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they know what I said." 

Acts 2:46-47 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

Acts 3:1 One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer-at three in the afternoon. 

Acts 22:17-18 "When I returned to Jerusalem and was praying at the temple, I fell into a trance and saw the Lord speaking. 'Quick!' he said to me. 'Leave Jerusalem immediately, because they will not accept your testimony about me.' 

3. In the house
Acts 2:1-4 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

Acts 5:42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house , they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.  

Acts 10:30-31 Cornelius answered: "four days ago I was in my house praying at this hour, at three in the afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood before me and said, 'Cornelius, God has heard your prayer and remembered your gifts to the poor. 

Acts 20:20 You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house . 

Romans 16:5 Greet also the church that meets at their house . Greet my dear friend Epenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in the province of Asia.

1 Cor 16:19 The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Priscilla greet you warmly in the Lord, and so does the church that meets at their house .

Col 4:15 Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house . 

4. Everywhere
John 4:19-24 "Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem." Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth."

How did they worship God in New Testament time?

1. By prayer
Prayer apparently had a leading place in Christian worship. The letters of Paul regularly open with references to prayer for fellow-Christians who are instructed to "pray without ceasing" (1 Thessalonians 5:17). (Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)

2. By praise
Praise, either by individuals or in hymns sung in common, reflects the frequent use of psalms in the synagogue. Also, possible fragments of Christian hymns appear scattered through the New Testament (Acts 4:24-30; Ephesians 5:14; 1 Timothy 3:16; Revelation 4:8,11; 5:9-10,12-13). (Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)

3. Bible teaching
Lessons from the Bible to be read and studied were another part of the worship procedure of the New Testament church. Emphasis was probably given to the messianic prophecies which had been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. His teachings also received a primary place. (Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)

4. Prophecy
Prophecy, inspired preaching by one filled with the Holy Spirit, helped build up the church, the body of Christ (Eph. 12:6 ). Contributions were also collected on the first day of each week (1 Corinthians 16:2). Other details about the worship procedures of the early Christians in the New Testament times are spotty. But these elements must have been regularly included in the weekly worship service. (Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)

5. By spirit of God
Philippians 3:3-4 For it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh  though I myself have reasons for such confidence.

6. In spirit and truth
John 4:21-24 Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." 

John 4:22-23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 

7. With reverence and awe
Hebrews 12:28-29 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our "God is a consuming fire."  

8. Offer body as living sacrifice
Romans 12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God — this is your spiritual act of worship . 

9. Fall down
1 Corinthians 14:25 So he will fall down and worship God.

10. Not by the rules of men
Matthew 15:9; Mark 7:7They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men. (It also mentioned in Isaiah 29:13 The Lord says: “These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is made up only of rules taught by men”.)

Where do we worship God today?

How do we worship God today?

May our worship be acceptable to God.

Blessings!
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