Will you be surprised if you see Judas Iscariot in Heaven?

Introduction
For the last 1900 years, many Christians have placed Judas in a special category of evil. To sell Jesus into the hands of Israel's Priests is a sin most Christians feel they would not be capable of doing. 

Many people assume Judas Iscariot as greatest sinner for betraying Jesus Christ. 

Have you ever noticed a man named after Judas Iscariot by their parents? 

How many people are named after disciples such as Peter, John, Paul, etc.?

Who was Judas Iscariot?
“Judas” is the Greek form of the Hebrew “Judah”, which means “Praise”.

Judas Iscariot was the only one of the twelve apostles the scriptures record not coming from Galilee, probably from Kerioth.

What position Jesus had appointed Judas Iscariot?
“Judas Iscariot was appointed “keeper of the money” (Treasurer). (John 12:6)

What did he do?
He agreed to receive money from chief priests and betrayed Jesus.

Luke 22:4-6 And Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus. They were delighted and agreed to give him money . He consented, and watched for an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd was present. 

Matt 26:47-50 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: "The one I kiss is the man; arrest him." Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" and kissed him. 

Jesus replied, "Friend, do what you came for." Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. 

Did Jesus know that Judas Iscariot going to betray Him?
Yes. Jesus knew it.

John 13:21-31 After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, "I tell you the truth, one of you is going to betray me." His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, "Ask him which one he means." Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, "Lord, who is it?" Jesus answered, "It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish." Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon. As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. "What you are about to do, do quickly," Jesus told him, but no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this to him. Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for the Feast, or to give something to the poor. As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night. When he was gone, Jesus said, "Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in him. 

Why didn’t Jesus stop him from doing it?
All these things happened to fulfill prophesy that the Creator planned to be fulfilled at this time. Jesus chose Judas, not the other way around. Jesus knew them before He picked them. 

Jesus came to die for all.

He must die on the Cross.

He must be sold with thirty silver coins.

He must be pierced by nail.

He must not die by accident or by poison or by any other means.

All of these were foretold before the birth of Jesus Christ.

God has chosen Judas Iscariot to fulfill all those prophesy.

That’s why Jesus did not stop Judas Iscariot from doing it instead Jesus said, “What you are about to do, do quickly”.

Please keep in mind that Judas was predestined to be a betrayer just as Jesus was predestined to die for all. Jesus chose Judas knowing his purpose; that prior to Satan entering Judas, his sins were really not much different than the other apostles. If covetousness kept people out of heaven, then heaven would be void of Christians, especially preachers, and that judgment is without mercy for those who show no mercy. Be very careful in how you judge Judas for as you judge, perhaps, so shall you be judged. 

How can a sinner go to heaven?
Any sinner who repents before he dies will be forgiven.

If sinner is forgiven, there’s no sin in him. He is qualified to go to heaven.

Luke 5:31-32 Jesus answered them, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." 

Luke 23:42-43 Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise." 

Luke 13:5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish." 

Acts 20:21 I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus. 

Have we all sinned? Have we all never sinned? Have we repented? Have we been forgiven? Are we going to heaven? Please examine ourselves.

Did Judas Iscariot repent before he died?
I think so. He was so sad for betraying Jesus. He was so remorseful. He gave the money back. He threw the money away. He did not keep the money. He confessed “I have sinned ….. I have betrayed innocent blood.” Is this repentance of Judas Iscariot?

Matt 27:3-10 When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse and returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and the elders. "I have sinned," he said, "for I have betrayed innocent blood." "What is that to us?" they replied. "That's your responsibility." So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself. The chief priests picked up the coins and said, "It is against the law to put this into the treasury, since it is blood money." So they decided to use the money to buy the potter's field as a burial place for foreigners. That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: "They took the thirty silver coins, the price set on him by the people of Israel, and they used them to buy the potter's field, as the Lord commanded me." 

We did not see Peter repented this way when he denied Jesus three times. He was just remorseful and he cried. 

Was Judas Iscariot forgiven?
I don’t know. I think Judas repented. He might be forgiven because of his genuine repentance. If Jesus could for give the sinner on the Cross who was nailed with Him, how can’t Jesus forgive Judas Iscariot when he repent?

Is Judas Iscariot in heaven now or in hell?
No body knows. But do not be surprised if you see Judas Iscariot in heaven.

Some people say that Judas is in hell because he killed himself.

King Saul killed himself. 

1Sam 31:4-5; 1Chr 10:4-6 Saul said to his armor-bearer, "Draw your sword and run me through, or these uncircumcised fellows will come and run me through and abuse me." But his armor-bearer was terrified and would not do it; so Saul took his own sword and fell on it. When the armor-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he too fell on his sword and died with him.

Do not be surprised if you do not see the one you expect to see in heaven.

Do not be surprise if you see the one you do not expect to see in hell.

Blessings!
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