What did Jesus mean when He said……… unless…….
A Christian woman said, “I am going to heaven when I die regardless of what I am doing because Jesus said that whoever believe in Him will not perished but have eternal life according to John 3:16. I believe in Him and already baptized. Heaven is a free gift. I am saved by grace through faith not by my work according to Ephesians 2:8-9” Is it true that Salvation has nothing to do with “what we are doing?” Let us think about one illustration.
There was a man, he said that he believed in Jesus Christ and he took water baptism. After becoming a Christian for a few months, he did not go to Church any more. He lived in a very sinful life. He cheated people, he stole, he hooked on drug and became drunkard, and he robbed and killed people. He participated in other religion’s festivals and went back to his old religion again. Is he going to heaven when he dies because he once believed and baptized?
What did Jesus mean when He said;
John 3:3 In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again." 

John 3:5 Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.

Born again means living a new life, having a new nature, new principles, new affections, new aims. The old life is sinful and the new life is holy. Unless we live a new life we cannot enter the kingdom of God. Living a new and holy life is a requirement.
Matthew 7:21-23 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' Not every one! Only he who does the will of the Father! What are the will of the Father? What will happen to us if we don’t do the will of the Father and instead doing against the will of the Father? WILL NOT enter the kingdom of God.
 

Matthew 5:20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Our righteousness must surpass the righteousness of Pharisees! Are we righteous? Are our thoughts, our words and actions are righteous? What will happen if we are not righteous? CERTAINLY will not enter the kingdom of God.
 

Matthew 18:3 And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
Are our thinking, behavior, sincerity, humility, honesty, action are like little children? Are we very much proud of our position, title, degrees and wealth and full of jealousy and vengeance? What will happen if we don’t change and become like little children? You will NEVER enter the kingdom of heaven.
 

Matthew 25:34-36 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.' 
Those who feed the hungry and thirsty, invite stranger, clothe the naked, look after the sick, visit prisoner are called to take inheritance of the kingdom. What will happen if we don’t do these? Please continue reading from verse 36 onward.
What did disciples mean when they said……….. 

Acts 14:21-22 They preached the good news in that city and won a large number of disciples. Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. "We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God," they said.

Must we go through hardship to enter the kingdom of God! What kind of hardship? Must there be no hardship in Christianity? Disciples of Christ gone through many hardship.
1 Corinthians 6:9-10 Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.

Galatians 5:19-21 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

Now it becomes clearer about Salvation relating to our behavior, character and action.

Those underlined WILL NOT inherit the kingdom of God.
 
Conclusion:

Salvation is a free gift.
We don’t need to pay for Salvation BUT we need to sacrifice for it.

We don’t need to work out for our Salvation BUT we need to live according to being “born again” as the one who has possessed Salvation.
We must bear spiritual fruit and put them in action.

It is not easy to live a life like this by our own strength and effort BUT nothing is impossible in Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit will give us a NEW LIFE.

John 15:4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.

REMAIN IN HIM AND DO YOUR BEST 

AND 

THE REST WILL BE BTAKEN CARE OF BY OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.

Blessings!

Sai Htwe Maung

Shan Missions

 
 
 
