We Must Be Dedicated

How important is “dedication” in following Jesus?

Dedication is one of the requirements needed to be His disciple.

If we don’t dedicate our life to Him, how can we follow Him and serve Him?

The work cannot be done properly well if we don’t have dedication in the work we are doing.

Sometimes we use to have “dedication service” or “consecration service” at our Church.

What does it mean to dedicate or consecrate to the Lord?

John 4:34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.”

Jesus was not concerned about His food very much. He was much more concerned in doing the Father’s work. He was sent into the world by the Father to finish the work of Salvation. 
We are called to be His disciples with purpose and assignment. We need to dedicate our time, effort, knowledge, intelligence, wealth and gifts to accomplish His assignment in our life.
2 Corinthians 11:27 I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. 

Paul was so dedicated to his calling in his service to the Lord. He worked very hard. He worked sometimes without sleep, without food, without water, without clothe. Many of us are called into His service. How much have we dedicated to Him and His ministry? We cannot say that we are not Paul and we cannot do like Paul did. We are actually called to serve the same as He called Paul. We all should be modern Paul.
1 Thessalonians 2:9 Surely you remember, brothers, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you. 

They, not Paul alone, worked day and night to get food to eat while at the same time preaching gospel to people. They were not paid by the Church. They did not rely on others’ support. They even said that they did not want to be a burden to anyone. Nowadays most of the full-time servants are fully supported by the Church. Some are self-supporting. Some are partly supported. The support to the pastors or ministers should not be a burden to Church members. But Church members have to know to appreciate the pastors’ services and support them as much as possible. It is good to be self-supporting like Paul and his companions were.
2 Thessalonians 3:7-8 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, nor did we eat anyone’s food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. 
They worked without pay. They paid for their food. They did not eat anyone’s food without paying for it. Paul said that we ought to follow their example. Is it better to be hungry, for a pastor, rather than to be in debt? Rom 13:8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law.

Philippians 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 
This is an ultimate dedication of Paul. Can we also say the same words?
Dear brothers and sisters,

Let us remember our calling, our duty, our responsibility and our assignments as disciples of Jesus Christ and let us dedicate our life worthy of His calling.
Blessings!
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