Water Baptism is a Testimony, Symbol and Reality of Christianity
Most of the Christian Churches and denominations insist water baptism as a requirement to  be a member of the Church or denomination. 

Why is water baptism so important?

We don’t know whether disciples were baptized. But we know that they baptized believers. They also asked the believers to be baptized. Baptism become “tradition” of Christian Churches since nearly two thousand years ago.
John 1:26-27 “I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not know. He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.” 

Matthew 3:5-6 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 

Water baptism was began by John. His baptism was baptism of repentance.

Luke 3:21-22 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as He was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on Him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” Jesus was baptized by John. But this was not baptism of repentance. Jesus had nothing to repent. But He took water baptism because of fulfilling righteousness.
Acts 9:18-19 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized,  and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 

Paul was baptized after his blindness was healed.
Matthew 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
1 Corinthians 1:13-17 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized into the name of Paul?  I am thankful that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius,  so no one can say that you were baptized into my name. (Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.)  For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with words of human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 

Baptism must be done in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Paul put preaching gospel mush more important than baptism.
Mark 16:15-16 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” 

Jesus said believer must take baptism.

Galatians 3:26-29  You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
After baptism all believers are clothed with Christ in oneness.
Romans 6:3-4 Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

Baptism means Death with Christ and Live with Christ.

Acts 22:16 And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.

Baptism also means washing sins away.

Acts 2:37-39 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
Repent and baptized for forgiveness and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (This is what Peter said)
Acts 10:44-48 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said,  “Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.”  So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days. 

The gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out on Gentiles as they were listening to the message even before they were baptized with water. (This is what Peter experienced)
Acts 2:41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 

Three thousand baptized in one day after hearing the message. 

They didn’t have pre-baptismal class as we do nowadays.
Acts 8:12-13 But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. Simon himself believed and was baptized.

Acts 8:36-38  As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t I be baptized?”  And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 
Acts 18:7-8 Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper of God. Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard him believed and were baptized. 

Baptism was a requirement for believer.

Acts 16:13-15 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us. 
Acts 16:31-33 They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved - you and your household." Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family were baptized .

The whole family believed and baptized.
Whoever believes let him/her be baptized.
Water baptism is not only the testimony of faith, it is the symbol of death and life, the reality of discipleship and forgiveness and sins.

Blessings!
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