Twelve Disciples of Jesus Christ

1. ANDREW (Fisherman) (Greek name; Andreas, means manly) 

2. SIMON (Fisherman) (Also called Peter, Jewish name, means rock) 

3. JAMES (Fisherman) (Son of Zebedee and Salome)

4. JOHN (Fisherman) (brother of James)

5. PHILIP (Greek name; Philippos, lover of horses). 

6. BARTHOLOMEW (Son of Tolmai or Talmai, Greek name; 

    Bartholomaios). 

7. MATTHEW (Tax collector) (Greek name; Maththaios) (Son of  

    Alphaeus)

8. THOMAS (Called “Didymus” or “the Twin”)

9. JAMES ( Son of Alphaeus )

10. THADDAEUS (Greek name; Thaddaios)

11. SIMON the ZEALOT (known either for religious zeal or for 

      membership in the party of the Zealots)

12. JUDAS ISCARIOT (Jewish name; Ish Kerioth)

(Ref: Matthew 10:2-4, Mark 3:18, Luke 6:14)

They were not the kind of people group we might have expected Jesus would call and send forth on His mission to reach the world. 

They were called and appointed by Jesus as His disciples.

They were never called “Christians” but “Disciples of Jesus Christ”.
We don’t see any where in the scripture telling us that the twelve disciples were baptized by Jesus. But in John 3:22, “After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the Judean countryside, where he spent some time with them, and baptized”. We don’t know whether disciples were baptized by Jesus at that time or they baptized others.
But in John 4:1-2, it says, “The Pharisees heard that Jesus was gaining and baptizing more disciples than John, although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized , but his disciples.”

Jesus did not baptized but His disciples did.
Twelve Disciples followed Jesus and learned from Him for three years before Jesus was crucified on the cross. 

Disciples’ Post-resurrection Action

They went to different places and preached gospel to different people. They all had paid the price for the sake of gospel and received the crown of life.  

PETER was martyred in Rome about 66 A.D., during the persecution under Emperor Nero. He was crucified, upside down at his request, since he did not feel he was worthy to die in the same manner as his Lord.

ANDREW went to the “land of the man-eaters,” in what is now the Soviet Union. Christians there claimed him as the first to bring the gospel to their land. He also preached in Asia Minor, modern day Turkey, and in Greece, where he was said to have been crucified.

THOMAS was probably most active in the area east of Syria. Tradition has him preaching as far east as India, where the ancient Marthoma Christians revere him as their founder. They claim that he died there when pierced through with the spears of four soldiers.

PHILIP possibly had a powerful ministry in Carthage in North  Africa and then in Asia Minor,  where he converted the wife of a Roman  proconsul.  In retaliation the proconsul had Philip arrested and cruelly put to death.

MATTHEW the tax collector and writer of a Gospel, ministered  in  Persia and Ethiopia. Some of the oldest reports say he was not martyred,  while others say he was stabbed to death in Ethiopia.

BARTHOLOMEW had widespread missionary travels attributed to him by tradition: to India with Thomas, back to Armenia, and also to Ethiopia and Southern Arabia. There are various accounts of how he met his death as a martyr for the gospel. 

JAMES  the son of Alpheus was reckoned to have ministered in Syria. The Jewish historian Josephus reported that he was stoned  and  then clubbed to death.

SIMON THE ZEALOT, ministered in Persia and was killed after refusing to sacrifice to the sun god.

MATTHIAS was the apostle chosen to replace Judas. He was sent to Syria with Andrew and died by burning.

JOHN was the only one of the company generally thought to have died a natural death from old age. He was the leader of the church in the Ephesus area and was said to have taken care of Mary the mother of Jesus in his home. During Domitian’s persecution in the middle 90’s, he was exiled to the island of Patmos. There he was credited with writing the last book of the New Testament, the  Revelation.  An early Latin tradition has him escaping unhurt after being cast into boiling oil at Rome.

JUDAS ISCARIOT committed suicide by hanging after betraying Jesus.
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