True Church of Jesus Christ

CHURCH (from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright (c)1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

It is a local assembly of believers as well as the redeemed of all the ages who follow Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.

The Greek word for Church is ekklesia. This word is used 115 times in the New Testament, mostly in the Book of Acts and the writings of the apostle Paul and the general epistles. At least 92 times this word refers to a local congregation. (not church building)

Speaking to His followers after His resurrection, Jesus commissioned the Church to make disciples and teach them what He had taught (Matt 28:16). The entire Book of Acts is the story of the early Church's struggle to be loyal to this commission.

The early Church met in the Temple and Jewish synagogues, as well as private homes of believers (Acts 5:42). Later, in recognition of Christ's resurrection on the first day of the week, Sunday became the principal time for public worship (1 Cor 16:2). At these public worship services, missionary teachings and outreach in the name of Christ were offered to all within reach.

In the worship services of early Christians, prayer was offered, not only on the Lord's Day, but on special occasions as well (Acts 12:5), and Scripture was read (James 1:22; 1 Thess 5:27). The breaking of bread and the sharing of the cup on the Lord's Day were observed as a continuing proclamation of Jesus' death, an anticipation of His return, and a participation in His "body and blood" (1 Cor 11:20-29). Offerings for the needy were also received (1 Cor 16:2).

At first, Church organization was flexible to meet changing needs. As the Church became more established, however, Church officers came into existence. These included the APOSTLES; PROPHETS; EVANGELISTS; ELDERS; BISHOPS; MINISTERS or teachers, DEACONS; and DEACONESSES.

Although Church organization varies from denomination to denomination today, the pattern and purpose of the New Testament remains a model for Churches as they pursue their mission in the world.

What is the foundation of Christ's Church? 

Ephesians 2:20 And are built upon the foundations of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;. 

What did Christ give to the Church, for what reason and how long? 

Ephesians 4:11-14 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ: That we [henceforth] be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, [and] cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

How were the leaders of Christ's Church called? 

John 15:16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain; that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. 

Hebrews 5:4-10 And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of God, as [was] Aaron. So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee. As he saith also in another [place], Thou [art] a priest forever after the order of Melchisedec. Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared; Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec. 

Greatest responsibility of the Church
Matthew 28:19-20 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen. 

Leaders of the church to serve willingly and not for money. 

1 Peter 5:1-2 The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: 

Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight [thereof], not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 

What will happen to the Church of Christ?

Rulers and people will gather together against the Lord 

Acts 4:26-27 The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against his Christ. For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together. 

Apostles they will be killed
Matthew 24:9-12 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another. And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. 

John 16:1-4 These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service. And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the Father, nor me. But these things have I told you, that when the time shall come, ye may remember that I told you of them. And these things I said not unto you at the beginning, because I was with you. 

After Paul's departing, the flock shall not be spared, be cheated and men arise speaking perverse things 

Acts 20:29-30 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. 

False apostles and deceitful workers will arise and cheat believers
2 Corinthians 11:12-15 But what I do, that I will do, that I may cut off occasion from them which desire occasion; that wherein they glory, they may be found even as we. 

For such [are] false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 

Therefore [it is] no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works. 

Satan will remove believers from Christ and give them another gospel
Galatians 1:6-9 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, If any [man] preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed. 

Believers will depart from the faith, change the doctrines, turn to fables, only will listen to the things they wish to hear
1 Timothy 4:1-4 NOW the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; Forbidding to marry, [and commanding] to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away [their] ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 

2 Peter 2:1-2 BUT there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 

Changing the faith and denying Jesus Christ
Jude 1:3-4 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort [you] that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. 

4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Church to be restored before second coming of Christ
Acts 3:19-21 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began. 

Brief Church History
Eventually due to persecution from the Jews and Romans the apostles were scattered and could not call new apostles to replace those who were killed. The Roman persecution began with Nero in 64 AD and the Martydom of Peter and Paul in 65 AD, until the Edict of Milan in 313 AD. Eventually all the Apostles were killed and the leadership of the church was left to the local leaders. The bishops and elders were left on their own with out revelation from God to guide them. Even before the loss of the apostles we see how the teachings of Christ were being lost and replaced or distorted, almost all of Paul's writings in the New Testament were attempts to correct incorrect teachings in the church. Jewish traditions, pagan rites, Greek Philosophy all crept in to corrupt Christ's teachings. Over time the true teachings of Christ were lost and distorted. Have you ever asked yourself the origins of our holiday traditions; Easter rabbits, eggs and Christmas tree's for instance? All pagan rituals adopted by the apostate Christians. 

"Christianity did not destroy paganism; it adopted it. The Greek mind, dying, came to a transmigrated life in the theology and liturgy of the Church; the Greek language, having reigned for centuries over philosophy, became the vehicle of Christian literature and ritual; the Greek mysteries passed down into the impressive mystery of the Mass." (Will Durant, The Story of Civilization [New York: Simon and Schuster, 1944], 3:595.) 

Three hundred years later, Constantine the Great, a Roman Emperor (307 - 337 AD) found political advantage in fostering Christianity to help solidify his empire. He made it his state religion even though he was not a Christian himself, but a sun-worshiper. There was much division among the various Christian sects over the doctrines of Christianity, so Constantine used his state power to settle these divisions. He called a counsel of the bishops in his empire, in Aries. (Church doctrine decided by committee, not by revelation from God...) Some of the clergy present objected to the decisions made concerning baptism and authority of the church. So Constantine used force to bring them into line, a massacre ensued and those who objected were either killed or banished. The bishops who opposed him were replaced with those of his own choice by his political authority. This was just the beginning of control of the apostate church by civil leaders for centuries to come. 

There was a dispute in Alexandria between the Athanasians and Arians over the nature of God, so Constantine called another bishops conference, the General Council of the Church at Nicia in 325 A.D. Constantine, an uninspired, unbaptized sun-worshiper made the decision over which side he felt was right and banished the Arians who still objected. From this came the Nicene Creed which many Christian sects today still profess to some extent. Roman Emperors in Constantinople controlled the state church until 1054 AD when Rome and Constantinople split into the western and eastern Churches. About 476 AD is considered the fall of the Roman empire and the beginning of the dark ages.

Blessings!

Sai Htwe Maung

Shan Missions

www.shan-missions.com
