Tradition and Modernization in WORSHIP
What is tradition? It is a long standing inheritance deriving from ancient practices and belief still followed today.
What is modernization? Changing a long standing ancient belief and practices into new things in line with modern society today.

Tradition and modernization has affected our Churches very much today.
“Church Tradition” is a big subject. But let us look at some important points only in Worship.
Different Denominations and Churches have their own practices in their worship.

Some follow hundred years old tradition and sometimes it is called “Traditional Worship”.

Some worship in new style with new songs and it is sometimes called “Contemporary Worship”.

We are not going to say which one is right and which one is wrong. We must not judge. BUT
The sacrifice that is acceptable to God is right.

The sacrifice that is not acceptable to God is wrong.

Genesis 4:4-5 But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.

Leviticus 22:17-25 tells are about sacrifices not acceptable to God. We know that not all sacrifices are acceptable to God. 

The worship which is acceptable to God is right.

The worship which is not acceptable to God is wrong.

Matthew 15:7-9 You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you:  "'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.'" 

John 4:23-24 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." 

Some traditions still observed in some Churches are good. But some traditions followed by some Churches are bad because it becomes their doctrines and legalism. It hinders true worship and relationship with God.
We need to abandon traditions that hinder True Worship and we should follow the leading and guidance of the Holy Spirit in worshiping God. There must be no barrier between worshipers and God.
Tradition of offering sacrifices at high place and Bronze Snake was broken down

We all know about “Bronze Snake” erected by Moses for the healing of snake bite. Many Israelites were saved by this Bronze Snake. They adored it so much that later they offered sacrifices at Bronze Snake.

When Hezekiah became king, he broke down this Bronze Snake to pieces. How dare he could do such a thing? But it was the will of God. He got blessing for doing it. (Numbers 21:8-9; 2 Kings 18:3-7)

Traditions taught by Pharisees were condemned by Jesus

The traditions taught by Pharisees were in fact the practices followed by Jews since the time of Moses. They were called Mosaic Laws. 

Matthew 15:1-7 Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and asked,  "Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don't wash their hands before they eat!" Jesus replied, "And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition ? For God said, 'Honor your father and mother' and 'Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death.'    But you say that if a man says to his father or mother, 'Whatever help you might otherwise have received from me is a gift devoted to God,' he is not to 'honor his father' with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition . You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: 

Mark 7:6-8 He replied, "Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written: 

"'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 7 They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.'   You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to the traditions of men." 
Colossians 2:8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. 

Paul called such tradition as Deceptive Philosophy, Human Tradition, Principles of the world, not Christ. Yes. There are some man-made practices rather than Christ in the Church. It is called “invention” by man.
Dear brothers and sisters,

Let us worship Him in Spirit and Truth as the Holy Spirit leads us.

Blessings!
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