The Meaning of SALVATION in Old Testament
(from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)

In the Old Testament, the word salvation sometimes refers to deliverance from danger (Jer 15:20), deliverance of the weak from an oppressor (Ps 35:9-10), the healing of sickness (Isa 38:20), and deliverance from blood guilt and its consequences (Ps 51:14). It may also refer to national deliverance from military threat (Ex 14:13) or release from captivity (Ps 14:7). But salvation finds its deepest meaning in the spiritual realm of life. Man's universal need for salvation is one of the clearest teachings of the Bible.

The need for salvation goes back to man's removal from the Garden of Eden (Gen 3). After the Fall, man's life was marked by strife and difficulty. Increasingly, corruption and violence dominated his world (Gen 6:11-13). When God destroyed the world with the Flood, He also performed the first act of salvation by saving Noah and his family. These eight people became the basis of another chance for mankind. The salvation of Noah and his family was viewed by the apostle Peter as a pattern of that full salvation which we receive in Christ (1 Peter 3:18-22).

The central Old Testament experience of salvation is the Exodus (Ex 12:40-14:31). Much of Israel's worship of God was a renewal of this mighty experience that brought them from tyranny in Egypt to freedom in the Promised Land (Ex 13:3-16). The mighty saving power of God was demonstrated dramatically as the Israelites formed a holy nation of priestly servants of the Lord (Ex 19:4-6). The Exodus became a pattern of salvation by which God's future deeds of redemption would be understood.

But just as the Exodus symbolized their salvation, the Captivity of the Israelites in Babylon was a disastrous return to bondage. The people responded to this plight with expectations of a new and better Exodus (Isa 43:14-16) in which God would forgive their sins and restore their hearts to faithfulness (Jer 31:31-34).

This hope for a new Exodus merged with expectation of a full realization of the rule of God (Ezek 36:22-38). Since God was Lord and had shown Himself to be righteous and faithful, He must one day overpower His enemies and perfect the life of His people. This hope is expressed through the concept of the "day of the Lord" as described by the Old Testament prophets (Joel 2:1-11; Amos 9:11-15). But this hope also focused on the role of the Anointed King and the coming of the Messiah (Ps 2).
Blessings!
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