Speak in Tongues
PLEASE NOTE: 

I DON’T BELONG TO ANY DENOMINATION. 

I BELONG TO JESUS CHRIST.

I AM NOT TALKING ON ANY DENOMINATIONAL POINT OF VIEW. 

I AM NOT INTERPRETING THE SCRIPTURE BASE ON ANY DENOMINATIONAL DOCTRINE. 

DIFFERENT DENOMINATION MAY HAVE DIFFERENT INTERPRETATION.

I AM JUST TELLING YOU WHAT THE BIBLE IS SAYING ABOUT THE SUBJECT. 
MAY THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEAL TO YOU THE TRUTH.

What is the meaning of Tongues? (Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)
In addition to its many references to the tongue in a literal sense, the Bible also uses the word tongue for a particular language or dialect (Deut 28:49; Acts 1:19). The word tongue also refers to a people or race with a common language (Isa 66:18; Rev 11:9). 

Speaking in tongues was foretold by Jesus Christ
Mark 16:15-17 He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.
Tongues is one of the Spiritual Gifts (Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)
Tongues as a gift of the Spirit is especially prominent in 1 Cor 12 and 14. In 1 Cor 12 the phenomenon of tongues is listed with other gifts of the Spirit under the term gifts. As one of the several gifts given to believers as a manifestation of the Holy Spirit, tongues is intended, with the other gifts, to be exercised for the building up of the church and the mutual profit of its members. In 1 Cor 13 the apostle Paul puts the gift of tongues in perspective by affirming that though we "speak with the tongues of men and of angels" (v. 1), if we do not have love, the gift of tongues has no value. 

Speaking in Tongues is mentioned twenty times in New Testament
Of the twenty times only three examples of anyone actually speak in tongue.

1. Acts 2:1-12 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. Utterly amazed, they asked: "Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs — we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!" 1Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, "What does this mean?" 

One hundred and twenty people were filled with the Holy Spirit and they spoke in other tongues (languages) as Holy Spirit enabled them.

All God-fearing Jews from different places heard them speaking in their own languages even though the speakers were Galilean speaking people.
It indicates that the other tongues they spoke were understandable and the hearers understood.

2. Acts 10:44-46 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.
While Holy Spirit came on Cornelius and other people who were listening to Peter, they spoke in tongue and praising God. Peter probably understood their language. That’s why he said that they were praising God. If Peter did not understand that language how could he know that they were praising God? So the tongue spoken here is understandable.

3. Acts 19:6-7 "And when Paul had laid his hands upon them [Gentile Ephesians], the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke with tongues [languages], and prophesied" There were about twelve men in all.
Holy Spirit came upon Gentile Ephesians and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. This is a sign of receiving Holy Spirit for the first time.
Advice from Paul about speaking in tongues
1 Cor 12:30-31 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But eagerly desire the greater gifts (love).
Paul said not everyone speak tongues.
1 Cor 14:1-4 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy. For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God. Indeed, no one understands him; he utters mysteries with his spirit.   But everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort. He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. 
Paul wants believer to desire gift of prophesy because it edifies the Church. The one who has the gift of speaking in tongue only edify himself because he is speaking to God not to Church. 

1 Cor 14:5 I would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but I would rather have you prophesy. He who prophesies is greater than one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets, so that the church may be edified. 
Paul likes to see every one speak in tongues but he preferred prophesy. He said that the Church may not be edified by speaking in tongues without interpretation and the one who prophesied was greater than the one who speak in tongue.

1 Cor 14:6-12 Now, brothers, if I come to you and speak in tongues, what good will I be to you, unless I bring you some revelation or knowledge or prophecy or word of instruction? 7 Even in the case of lifeless things that make sounds, such as the flute or harp, how will anyone know what tune is being played unless there is a distinction in the notes? 8 Again, if the trumpet does not sound a clear call, who will get ready for battle? 9 So it is with you. Unless you speak intelligible words with your tongue, how will anyone know what you are saying? You will just be speaking into the air. 10 Undoubtedly there are all sorts of languages in the world, yet none of them is without meaning. 11 If then I do not grasp the meaning of what someone is saying, I am a foreigner to the speaker, and he is a foreigner to me. 12 So it is with you. Since you are eager to have spiritual gifts, try to excel in gifts that build up the church. 
Paul said: 

1. It will be no good if he speak in tongue without revelation, without knowledge, without prophesy, without instruction which are understandable?
2. Unless you speak intelligible words the people will not know what you are saying. You are just like speaking in the air. No use.

3. There are many languages in the world which are understandable and full of meaning.

4. If you don’t understand what the speaker is saying, you are foreigner to speaker or speaker is foreigner to you.

5. Excel in gifts that will build up the Church. The gifts are to build up the Church not to build you up.

1 Cor 14:13 For this reason anyone who speaks in a tongue should pray that he may interpret what he says. 
Paul said, “Anyone who speaks in tongue should have interpreter”

Hearers won’t be benefit from speaker if they don’t understand his language.

1 Cor 14:18 I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. 19 But in the church I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct others than ten thousand words in a tongue. 

Paul said that he spoke tongues more than others BUT he prefer speaking five intelligible words in the Church to instruct others than speaking ten thousand words in tongue which people do not understand. Paul later said in 14:28 that the one who speaks tongue should keep quiet in the Church if there’s no interpreter. 
1 Cor 14:20 Brothers, stop thinking like children. In regard to evil be infants, but in your thinking be adults. 21 In the Law it is written: "Through men of strange tongues and through the lips of foreigners I will speak to this people, but even then they will not listen to me," says the Lord. 22 Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers but for unbelievers; prophecy, however, is for believers, not for unbelievers. 23 So if the whole church comes together and everyone speaks in tongues and some who do not understand or some unbelievers come in, will they not say that you are out of your mind? 24 But if an unbeliever or someone who does not understand comes in while everybody is prophesying, he will be convinced by all that he is a sinner and will be judged by all, 25 and the secrets of his heart will be laid bare. So he will fall down and worship God, exclaiming, "God is really among you!" 
Paul said that tongues are a sign for unbelievers and prophesy is for believers.

If unbelievers come into the Church and hear all people in the Church are speaking tongues which they do not understand, they will say that those speakers were out of their minds.
1 Cor 14:26-28 What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these must be done for the strengthening of the church. If anyone speaks in a tongue, two-or at the most three-should speak, one at a time, and someone must interpret. If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and God. 

Paul said that someone must interpret when other tongue is spoken. If there’s no interpreter the speaker should keep quiet in the Church and speak to himself and God. He said that only two or three should speak, not all the people.
1 Cor 14:39 Therefore, my brothers, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues. 40 But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way. 

Paul did not forbid speaking in tongue but prefer prophesy (to build up the Church). All must be done in fitting and orderly manner. (no confusion, no disorderly manner)
The phenomenon of speaking in tongues described in the New Testament is not some psychological arousal of human emotions that results in strange sounds. This is a genuine work of the Holy Spirit. (Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)

Blessings!
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