Dare to Sacrifice

Sacrifice means to forfeit or to give up our benefit for the benefit of others.
Jesus has sacrificed His life for our life.

Luke 22:19-21 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.”
He gives His body for us. He shed His blood for us. Nothing is for Himself. Jesus said, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” (Luke 22:42) Jesus was asking for the will of the Father to be done, not according to His own will. Jesus did not want to die according to His own will. That’s His greatest sacrifice for us.
Mark 9:43-48 If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out.  And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off.   It is better for you to enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into hell.  And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell, where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched. 
We have to sacrifice all things that are hindering us going to heaven. Abandon all, even though they are very dear to us.
2 Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 
Jesus became poor for our sakes. Many missionaries from United States became poor in Burma in 19th and 20th century for our shake. How many of us willing to be poor for the sake of our own people and loved ones? If we do, it is our sacrifice for their salvation, for the sake of Christ and gospel.
Hebrews 11:25 He (Moses) chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time. 
This is a big sacrifice of Moses. He would have enjoyed life in King’s palace. Instead he was willing to be mistreated for the sake of his own people, for their deliverance from slavery.
Philippians 3:7-9 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ - the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 
Ephesians 3:1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles. 

Paul sacrificed all for the sake of Christ. He surrendered his power, position, prestige and served as Apostle of Jesus Christ. Then he was beaten, chained and imprisoned. Do we dare to do like Paul?
Romans 8:36 “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
Paul and companions are facing life threatening situation for the sake of others.
Romans 9:3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race. 
Paul was willing to be cursed for the sake of others. What a sacrifice is it?
1 Thessalonians 1:4-5 For we know, brothers loved by God, that He has chosen you,  because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. 

Paul and companions lived among them for their sake. Missionaries came to live in the jungle of the hills among the tribes for their sake.
1 Corinthians 9:19-23 Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law), so as to win those not having the law. To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 
Paul sacrificed for the sake of the gospel. He lived among the people, communicated with people, identified with people, made himself just like a slave and tried to win people to Christ.
Colossians 1:24-25 Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ's afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. 
Paul rejoiced in suffering for others for the sake of the Church.
Romans 12:1-2 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—His good, pleasing and perfect will. 
Paul asked us to abandon all the worldly interest and offer our bodies as living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God.
Let us sacrifice everything we have for the sake of others, for the sake of the gospel and for Christ as Jesus has sacrificed His life for us.
Acts 8:32 “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth.”

Blessings!
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