Revival and Regeneration

I am glad to see Burmese Churches in San Francisco are holding revival meeting this week end.

Praise the Lord! I am praying that God will work wonderfully and Holy Spirit will inspire and change all the participants at this meeting and all will become NEW CREATION.
2 Cor 5:17-21 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

When I was young I use to attend revival meeting as much as possible whenever there was one.

But I have to admit that those revival meetings I had attended were just for fellowship and fun.

I did not get spiritual renewal. No change in my life. No spiritual impact. It might be because of me or because of organizers and leaders who lead revival meeting. Last year when I was thinking of joining revival meeting, one Christian leader said to me, “Don’t go. You’ll be very frustrated and disappointed. Last time I went there. There was less spiritual but more social. The kids and youths are very noisy even when people were praying.” Is it a revival meeting?
What does revival mean?
According to Webster dictionary: revival is noun and it derives from the word revive (verb)
Revive means
1. Cause to regain consciousness.

2. Give new life or energy to.

3. Be brought back to life, consciousness, or strength.

4. Restore from a depressed, inactive, or unused state.

5. Return to consciousness.

Revival means

1. Causing to regain consciousness.

2. Giving new life.
3. Bringing back to life.

4. Restoring from inactive state.

5. Returning to consciousness.

What does it mean for Church Revival?
1. Are our Churches loss of consciousness (comatose) and in state of paralysis needed revival?

2. Are our Churches dying and needed a new life?

3. Are our Churches death and need to get back to life?

4. Are our Churches in inactive state and needed to be activated again?

5. Are our Churches needed to be revived to return to conscious state?
If the answer to one or all of the above questions are YES, our Churches certainly need revival.

If our Churches are conscious, alive, active and well spiritually, we don’t need revival. But we may need regeneration.

The word REVIVAL cannot be found in the Bible but the word REVIVE is mentioned five times in OT.

Psalm 19:7 The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul.

Psalm 80:18 Then we will not turn away from you; revive us, and we will call on your name. 

Psalm 85:6 Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you? 

Psalm 57:15 "I live in a high and holy place, but also with him who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite. 

Hosea 6:2 After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will restore us, that we may live in his presence. 

What is regeneration?
According to Webster dictionary: Regeneration is noun and it derives from the word regenerate (verb)
Regenerate means
1. Re-establish on a new, usually improved, basis or make new or like new.

2. Amplify (an electron current) by causing part of the power in the output circuit to act upon the input circuit.

3. Subject to spiritual regeneration.

4. Return to life; get or give new life or energy.

5. Replace (tissue or a body part) through the formation of new tissue.

6. Become regenerate.

7. Be formed or shaped anew.

8. Form or produce anew.

9. Undergo regeneration.

10. Restore strength.

Biblical meaning of REGENERATION 

(Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)

The spiritual change brought about in a person's life by an act of God. In regeneration a person's sinful nature is changed, and he is enabled to respond to God in faith.

The word regeneration occurs only in the New Testament (Matthew 19:28; Titus 3:5), but the concept or idea is common throughout the Bible. The literal meaning of regeneration is "born again." There is a first birth and a second birth. The first, as Jesus said to Nicodemus (John 3:1-12) is "of the flesh"; the second birth is "of the Spirit." Being born of the Spirit is essential before a person can enter the kingdom of God. Every biblical command to man to undergo a radical change of character from self-centeredness to God-centeredness is, in effect, an appeal to be "born again" (Ps 51:5-11; Jer 31:33; Zech 13:1).

Great religious experiences like that of Jacob at Jabbok (Gen 32:22-32), Moses at the burning bush (Ex 3:1), Josiah on hearing the reading of the Law (2 Kings 22:8-13), or Isaiah in the Temple (Isa 6:1-8) might well be regarded as "new birth." Thus, regeneration involves an enlightening of the mind, a change of the will, and a renewed nature. It extends to the total nature of man, changing a person's desires and restoring him to a right relationship with God in Christ.

The need for regeneration grows out of humanity's sinfulness. It is brought about through God's initiative. God works in the human heart, and the person responds to God through faith. Thus, regeneration is an act of God through the Holy Spirit, resulting in resurrection from sin to a new life in Jesus Christ (2 Cor 5:17).

Do we need revival?

Do we need regeneration?

Do we need both?

Don’t we need them at all?

Let us all be revived and let us regenerate!

Blessings!
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