
Forgotten Shan in the Land of Myanmar 
 

I was told that there is a village called DaPyeKone, near Yangon, is a Shan village. All the people in that 
village speak Shan. 

How come there is a Shan village in the land of Myanmar? 
According to history, the Shan had established their kingdom in Myanmar in 14th century and ruled for 

two and half century until Barma king Bayinnaung had again established Barma kingdom in 1555. In fact 
the Shan people in this Shan village in the land of Myanmar are the remainders of Shan people who had 

established Shan kingdom in Myanmar 500 years ago. This makes me so excited to see them. 
 

   
Greeting unexpected quests 

 
When we were approaching the village after passing through very dusty and rocky road, we saw a small 

house with special decoration in front of the house. It’s Karen family waiting for Karen pastor whom they 
had invited to come to hold a special service for Karen New Year thanksgiving service at their home. But 

the pastor did not turn up. ( later we met the pastor in other village and he said he had forgotten the 
appointment) When they saw us they were so surprised to see a pastor and a Christian group standing in 

front of their door without invitation. We were then invited into their house and asked to lead 
thanksgiving service. We joyfully accepted invitation and we held a wonderful thanksgiving service for 
Karen new year at this Karen Christian family home. They also invited some neighbors, Shan people, 

who were not believers, to come to their home to celebrate with them. 

   
Karen New Year thanksgiving service 



During the service we had discovered that there were seven different nationals worshipping the Lord 
together. Soon after the service, Dr. Htay, one of our team members, immediately handed out gospel 
tracts to the people and gathered all the kids to sit under the tree. She then told the story in the gospel 
tracts to the children. All of the children not only listened with open ear but also responsed with open 

heart. They all prayed for salvation afterall. 
 

   
Dr. Htay telling gospel story to children 

 

   
After thanksgiving service, people were offered boiled rice 

 
After eating boiled rice we started to search for the Shan in Dapyekong village.  

After walking a few kilometers we finally got into the village.  
 



   
 

   
Finally we saw them. We talked to them. They spoke original Shan language but wear Burmese longyi. 
We met their village leaders. We gave the book of Psalms and gospel tract in Shan language to them. 

No one in this village are believers.  
 

   
Proud to show their one-hundred-years-old Shan gong (drum) 



   
Pray for the sick and three believers in other village 

 
A Kachin pastor who was born in Shan State and speaks fluent Shan is committing to visit twice a month 

and follow up to this Shan village. 
Please remember him and this forgotten Shan village in your prayer. 

 
Acts 10:42-43 

 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as 
judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 

receives forgiveness of sins through his name. 
 

1 Cor 9:16-18 
16 Yet when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, for I am compelled to preach . Woe to me if I do not 

preach the gospel! 17 If I preach voluntarily, I have a reward; if not voluntarily, I am simply discharging 
the trust committed to me. 18 What then is my reward? Just this: that in preaching the gospel I may offer 

it free of charge, and so not make use of my rights in preaching it.  
 

In Christ, 
Rev. Dr. Sai Htwe Maung 
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