Preach the word

What is preaching? 

(Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright (c)1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

Preaching can be translated from the following five Greek words:

1. euangelizo: “to bring, or declare, good, or glad, tidings” is used in Acts 13:32; Rom 10:15; Heb 4:2.

2. kerusso (a) "to be a herald," or, in general, "to proclaim," e. g., Matt 3:1; Mark 1:45, "publish"; in Luke 4:18, RV, "to proclaim," KJV, "to preach"; so verse 19; Luke 12:3; Acts 10:37; Rom 2:21; Rev 5:2. 

(b) "to preach the gospel as a herald," e. g., Matt 24:14; Mark 13:10, RV, "be preached" (KJV, "be published"); 14:9; 16:15,20; 8:1; 9:2; 24:47; 8:5; 19:13; 28:31; 10:14, present participle, lit., "(one) preaching," "a preacher"; 10:15 (1st part); 1 Cor 1:23; 15:11,12; 2 Cor 1:19; 4:5; 11:4; Gal 2:2; Phil 1:15; Col 1:23; 1 Thess 2:9; 1 Tim 3:16; 

(c) "to preach the word," 2 Tim 4:2 (of the ministry of the Scriptures, with special reference to the gospel).

3. proeuangelizomai “to announce glad news in advance”

4. prokerusso "to proclaim as a herald" Acts 13:24, "had first preached." 

5. parrhesiazomai "to be bold in speech," is translated "to preach boldly" in Acts 9:27 

“Preaching” without knowing “what we are preaching” is like “putting something into our mouth without knowing what is it.” All preachers should know what they are preaching.

If you were to be asked, what kind of sermon you want to be preached to you, how would you answer?

Do you want to hear:

1. The sermon that is full of funny jokes that make you laugh all the time? or

2. The sermon that is making you feel good, comfortable, happy and in line with what you want to hear? or

3. The sermon that is encouraging you to live carefree life because it’s telling you that you are already saved by His grace and you don’t need to do anything at all, just enjoy life? or

4. The sermon that is telling you the truth from the Bible, giving you warning about your wrongdoing, sinful lifestyle and leading you to repentance and changing life, inspiring believers and convicting sinners?

Let us see how Paul charged Timothy when he ordained him to be minister of the gospel.
2 Tim 4:1-5 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage-with great patience and careful instruction. For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 

The preacher must preach the word (Bible), must instruct, must warn, must encourage and also must rebuke if necessary for their wrongdoing and sinful lifestyle. However not all people want to hear such sermons.  They only what to hear what they want to hear, to suit their ears and warm their hearts. Some may even angry for preaching the truth that affects them. When you preach don’t steal, the thieves will angry, when you preach commit adultery, the adulterers will be angry. Some preachers dare not to preach the truth because of fear. Are we afraid of men and refrain from preaching the biblical truth? Are you afraid of God and dare to preach the biblical truth?

Jesus came to preach Good News to the poor
Isa 61:1 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me

to preach good news to the poor. 

Luke 4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. 

Luke 4:43 But he said, "I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent."  

Jesus preached the love of God to the poor, the blind, the lame, the outcast and sinners. All would be saved by God’s grace.

Son of man would preach and prophesy against the south 

Ezek 20:46 "Son of man, set your face toward the south; preach against the south and prophesy against the forest of the southland.

Jesus preached and prophesied against the south.

We seldom hear preaching against the wrongdoing and unethical practices, seldom hear prophesying about the coming of God’s wrath and judgment over sin. Most of the sermons are about GOOD, God’s blessings, love, grace and mercy. So positive as no hell but heaven only.

The first message Jesus preached was “repent”
Matt 4:17 From that time on Jesus began to preach , "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near." 

Do we dare to call the people to repent? Repent means turning away from their sinful life and living in holy life. Do we dare to tell people that they are sinners who need Savior? We dare not to point the finger. Jesus did. He was very much hated by Pharisees, Seduces and priests. We’ll be hated by sinners if we preach about sin. Many will love us if we preach, “everything is fine”.

Prophet was sent to preach against the people and city of their wickedness
Jonah 1:1-2 "Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me."

Jonah was sent to preach and warn against people behavior and sins in the city of Nineveh. He first dared not to go. So he ran away. Are we also running away from preaching the truth to the people because of fearing them?

Twelve disciples were sent out to preach about the coming of the kingdom

Matt 10:6-7 Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. As you go, preach this message: 'The kingdom of heaven is near.'

Preach about the establishment of truth and righteousness.

Disciples were sent to preach Good News to ALL, everywhere
Mark 16:15 He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.”

Rom 15:20 It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not known, so that I would not be building on someone else's foundation.

2 Cor 10:15-16 Neither do we go beyond our limits by boasting of work done by others. Our hope is that, as your faith continues to grow, our area of activity among you will greatly expand, so that we can preach the gospel in the regions beyond you. For we do not want to boast about work already done in another man's territory.

Eph 3:8-9 Although I am less than the least of all God's people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 

Preach good news to ALL, not only to believers but to all including non-believers.

Most of the preachers only preach in the Church not other places. How can the others hear the gospel if we don’t preach everywhere? Don’t feel sorry if you don’t have a chance of preaching in the Church to believers, there are many places you can preach the good news to un-saved people. This is the main objective of “mission”.

Practice what you preach
Matt 23:3 So you must obey them and do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. 

Rom 2:21-23 You who preach against stealing, do you steal? You who say that people should not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? You who brag about the law, do you dishonor God by breaking the law?

This is very important point. Practice what you preach or don’t preach what you don’t practice. Do not adopt the saying, “do what I preach; don’t do what I do”. Preachers, check yourselves before you preach. Please do not be hypocrites.

Paul preached that would be helpful
Acts 20:20 You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house.

Helpful doesn’t mean everything is good. Helpful means changing from wrong to right and bad to good. Helpful doesn’t mean encouraging wrong doers to continue doing wrong things. It is correcting and changing life from bad to good.

Preach with power of Holy Spirit, not with human wisdom

Baptizing was not Paul’s priority
1 Cor 1:17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel-not with words of human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 

Do you want to hear “wise sermon” or “powerful sermon”? Wise sermon is made up by wisdom of human being. Powerful sermon is manifestation of the power of Holy Spirit. God speaks to us through preachers. 

Not preaching ourselves but crucified Christ
1 Cor 1:23-24 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

2 Cor 4:5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake.

When we preach we do not preach about ourselves. We preach about Jesus Christ who sacrificed for our sins. Avoid preaching about your denomination nor other things apart from God, Jesus Christ and His teaching. 

Live on preaching gospel
1 Cor 9:14 In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel. 

The hearers and the believers have the responsibility of supporting the preachers for their living because they have committed for preaching the gospel and abandoned secular works for their living. They have no income from other sources.

Preaching is compulsory but voluntary
1 Cor 9:16-18 Yet when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, for I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! If I preach voluntarily, I have a reward; if not voluntarily, I am simply discharging the trust committed to me. What then is my reward? Just this: that in preaching the gospel I may offer it free of charge, and so not make use of my rights in preaching it. 

Preacher must be eager, willing and enthusiastic to preach gospel voluntarily. If preacher doesn’t preach it is a curse. Preacher must not charge for preaching. It is free. We do not preach for money. We preach for the salvation of the people.

Condemnation to the one who preach the wrong gospel
Gal 1:8-9  But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned! 

Wrong gospel? Yes. The gospel contrary to the Bible. Some preachers may make up the story and give wrong interpretation of the scripture in their preaching and sermon. There will be eternal condemnation to those who preach wrong gospels.

Something is better than nothing
Phil 1:15-18 It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. The latter do so in love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains. But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice.

Paul said that some preached Christ out of envy, insincerity, selfish ambition and rivalry when he was in prison. However he was happy that they preached Jesus when no one was able to preach even though they preached out of bad motives.

Conclusion:
Let the preachers preach the word, the Bible faithfully, truthfully, correctly, sincerely, strongly, boldly, fearlessly, with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Blessings!
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