Forgiveness of sin

Luke 16:22-24 "The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried.  In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side.  So he called to him, 'Father Abraham , have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.' 

We have seen here that Abraham died and he was in heaven. Abraham was a man of Old testament time, Jesus has not come to the world yet. Abraham had no chance of believing in Jesus and baptized. But he was in heaven when he died. Why?

Exodus 29:35-37 "Do for Aaron and his sons everything I have commanded you, taking seven days to ordain them.  Sacrifice a bull each day as a sin offering to make atonement . Purify the altar by making atonement for it, and anoint it to consecrate it.  For seven days make atonement for the altar and consecrate it. Then the altar will be most holy, and whatever touches it will be holy. 

People had to make sacrifice to God as sin offering to make atonement for what they had done wrong. With such sacrifice their sins were forgiven. So they could go to heaven.

Leviticus 4:19-21 He shall remove all the fat from it and burn it on the altar, and do with this bull just as he did with the bull for the sin offering. In this way the priest will make atonement for them, and they will be forgiven.  Then he shall take the bull outside the camp and burn it as he burned the first bull. This is the sin offering for the community. 

Numbers 15:25 The priest is to make atonement for the whole Israelite community, and they will be forgiven, for it was not intentional and they have brought to the LORD for their wrong an offering made by fire and a sin offering.

The priest had to offer burnt offering to God as sin offering so that the sins of the people, community, would be forgiven. So if their sins were forgiven they could go to heaven.
Hebrews 9:13-14 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God! 

Hebrews 9:20-22 He said, "This is the blood of the covenant, which God has commanded you to keep."   In the same way, he sprinkled with the blood both the tabernacle and everything used in its ceremonies. In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 

Before Jesus came to the world and died for the people, the people used the body and blood of the animals as sacrifices for atonement for sins so that God would forgive their sins. Now Jesus has come to the world, sacrificed His body and shed His blood for us for atonement for our sins. Whoever believes in Him and partake His body and blood will be forgiven. So now we can go to heaven by Jesus Christ.

Matthew 26:28 

This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Blessings!
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