Looking at the mirror doesn’t make you more beautiful

Do we look at the mirror? Yes. At least once a day in the morning when we brush our teeth and wash our face. Some may even look at the mirror more than ten times a day, especially women. 

Why do we look at the mirror? We look at the mirror to see our own face and body whether there’s anything wrong just like checking up. Some look at the mirror to make dressing, cosmetic, to look more beautiful or good. We all know that we will not be more beautiful by looking at the mirror alone. Mirror itself has no power to make us more beautiful.

Likewise reading the Bible and listening to sermon alone will not make us a better person unless we apply the words of God into our life and do it. All the scriptures are the “standard requirement” of God. By reading the Bible we’ll see how far or how near to the standard of God and it will lead us to change and to be “more like Jesus”.

Even though we attend Sunday worship service every week, listen to pastor’s sermon every Sunday, if we do not take it into our heart and put them into practice in our daily life, we will not be better than any other person who do not attend the service and never listen to the sermon.

We will benefit nothing by hearing alone without doing it.

There are many scriptures design for easy and short “daily reading” for the people who do not have time to read more or who are lazy to read a chapter or more a day. We read it. But the question is “do we practice it and apply it into your life?” For example, in the early morning before going to work, a man read Col 3:9 “Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices”. After getting to the workplace he keep on saying lie all day long because of his business nature. What’s the use of his early morning reading, “don’t lie”?

James 1:22-25 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 

Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 

But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it — he will be blessed in what he does. 

Matt 7:24-27 "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash." 

Matt 23:3-4 So you must obey them and do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. They tie up heavy loads and put them on men's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them. 

Luke 8:21 He replied, "My mother and brothers are those who hear God's word and put it into practice." 

Phil 4:9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me - put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 

1Tim 5:4 But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own family and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to God.

James 2:18-20 But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that-and shudder. You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? 

James 2:26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 

Col 3:17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

2Tim 3:14-17 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

John 5:39-40 You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life. 

What’s the use of good theory if practically non-realistic and unachievable?

What’s the use of knowing it if not doing it?

Reading Bible and listening to sermons alone cannot make us better person unless we apply it into our life and put them into practice.

Blessings!
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