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CHAPTER FOUR

21°T CENTURY SHAN MISSION PROJECT (21°" CSMP)

In the year 1986 | have not heard from any onertglabout 21 century mission planning. It
seems still far away. But one day when | was regative words and praying in a small room at Queen
Mary Hospital in Hong Kong for my three-year-oldugater who was seriously ill and lying on
hospital bed, God has revealed to me®™2&ntury Shan Mission Project” on September 146198
What does it mean?

What does God want me to do?

How can | do it?

After much prayer | feel that God has graciouslegi me full responsibility to reach out and preach
the gospel to millions of Shan people in Burma velne my own people who have not heard about
Jesus. They all need Jesus. Trusting in God lestantorking out a plan for this project without
knowing much about mission. | praise God for Higdgnce and provision. This vision is the beginning
of “Great Commission to the Shan.”

The Vision
Goals for 21 CSMP
By the year 2001; | want to achieve

Goal One: 201 Shan Evangelists trained for thedsar

Goal Two: 201 Shan Churches planted among the Shan

Goal Three: 21,000 Shan believers saved
Only about 6,000 Shan have accepted Jesus Chtiseiagpersonal Savior in 124 years. How can | get
21,000 Shan believers within 14 years? Impossieshful thinking? Day dreaming? Discouraged by
Satan but encouraged by the Holy Spirit.

Matthew 17:20 He replied, “Because you have sk fitith. | tell you the truth, if you have faitls a
small as a mustard seed, you can say to this moyt#ove from here to there’ and it will move.
Nothing will be impossible for you”

Matthew 19:26 Jesus looked at them and said, “Wi#in this is impossible, but with God all things are
possible.”

| have decided TO GO, TO DO, TO LIVE, by FAITH.
“Trainings” for Shan believers will be conducteddgasroduce more evangelists and send them out for
“Evangelism” and “Planting Churches” among therSha

Vision in action

The first step is to put vision into action. | weéydck to Burma in December 1986 from Hong
Kong, for the first time in seven years after l@@vthe country and had a meeting with Shan Churches
leaders from Eastern Shan State, Northern Shaa &tat Southern Shan State from 12 to 13 December
in Rangoon at Daw Mya Nu’s home. | sponsored allek8lers for their expenses in traveling and meal
with Kyat 14,777.

In attendances were; Dr. Sai Htwe Maung, Sai HEasfern Shan State), Daw Mya Nu
(Yangon), Rev. Sai Shwe Htun (Northern Shan St&ey, Sai Nyunt Tha (Northern Shan State), Rev.
Sai Tip (Eastern Shan State), Rev. Sai Aung HtumeSiNorthern Shan State), Sai Myint Lay (Eastern
Shan State), Sai Thein Aung Kham (Northern ShateBt&ai Htun Khaing (Southern Shan State),
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Kyaw Hla (Northern Shan State), Kyaw Win (North&han State), Daw Shwe Sein (Northern Shan
State), David Hsam (Eastern Shan State).

Meeting Shan Churches’ Leaders
Decisions made as follow; ,
1. Sai Htun Khaing will organize Shan Baptifss=
Fellowship in TaungGyi. -
Sai Htwe Maung will support him 100 Kya
monthly for his traveling expenses for one yeaf®
2. Sai Stephen will evangelize the lepers
MuongPya, WanKum village, E.S.S.

Sai Htwe Maung will support him 100 Kya
monthly for one year.

3. Sai Htwe Maung has donated 2 sleeping bz
1 camera, 1 slide projector, 2 master keys ¢ Poum T
Kyat 15,000 toward Shan Baptist mission work )

4. Sai Htwe Maung has donated Kyat 46,158 Fellowship meal with Shan Churches’ leaders

toward the Shan Baptist Ministry. December 13, 1986

5. Sai Htwe Maung has helped getting financial

support from Asian Outreach International total3&8, Kyat for the Shan Mission in supporting Shan
Bible Students.

6. Sai Htwe Maung and Asian Outreach Internatidrate sponsored 18 Shan students to study in
Theological Seminaries and one student in Uniwefsitfour years.

7. Sai Htwe Maung put forward his vision,*2Tentury Shan Mission Project for future Shan Missi

In order to work out this project the following comitee was formed.

General Director; Dr. Sai Htwe Maung

Co-coordinator; Sai Hsai

Hon. Treasure, Daw Mya Nu

Members; Rev. Sai Tip, Rev. Shwe Htun, Sai Htdraidg, Sai Myint Lay, U Kyaw Hla,

Rev. Sai Stephan, Sai Thein Aung Kham, Rev. Sanhybha.

Support From Burma Baptist Convention

We need help in organizing training for the Shant fMany Shan Christian leaders are well
equipped and qualified to be trainers. | thoughtCB&uld offer help in our effort in training our &h
leaders, helping us doing evangelism and Churchtifaamong the Shan. Therefore | sent a letter to
the General Secretary of Burma Baptist Conventiodune 16, 1987 asking them to help by sending
some teachers and trainers from BBC and also ® gme support. However BBC refused to give any
help by giving reason that this 2CSMP did not come from any Baptist Convention,alhivas under
their recognition. According to BBC'’s policy theyowdd not give any support to any ministry if it did
not come from Baptist Convention.
Letter from Rev. Zau Yaw, General Secretary, BuBaptist Convention.
July 8, 1987 (translated from Burmese)
Dr. Sai Htwe Maung,

| have received your letter concerning'Zlentury Shan Mission Project. | have heard that yo
have held a meeting with Shan Churches’ leaderrdany Shan Missions when you come to Rangoon.
As BBC we only have opportunity of discussing wyibu about Macao Mission but we don’t have
opportunity of talking about 21Century Shan Mission Project.

When you write to BBC about our help we have iaklabout our policy. In our BBC we have
13 racial and regional conventions. Among theseveotions, Southern Shan State Home Mission,
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Northern Shan State Baptist Convention, Easterm State Baptist Convention and ShwelLi Valley
Shan Baptist Mission are responsible to do misgiork in their own area (In Shan States). They also
have joint mission work with BBC. For example, jomission among Ahka people in Eastern Shan
State, Southern mission work with ZBC. We havehink about which convention is going to take
responsibility of 21' Century Shan Mission Project. There is no “Shanv@ation” in Shan State. In all
the mentioned conventions in Shan States theyalialtiracial convention, not pure Shan Churches.

We can only consider ShweLi as pure Shan Churgrms! That is why it will be good if you
form “Evangelism and Mission Committee” under Shw#lalley Shan Baptist Mission. However
when doing mission work (among the Shan in othgrore you still need to negotiate with other
regional or racial conventions (which control tlegion). On the other hand, in order for us to aersi
about it (about help), it has to come to us froopavention. The ZiCentury Shan Mission Committee
should write to us officially under a conventiotherwise we cannot consider about it.

In His Service,
Signed/ Rev. M. Zau Yaw,
General Secretary, Burma Baptist Convention.

It is very much regrettable because Shan Churdbesot have convention to represent them.
Shweli Valley Shan Baptist Mission is only represama few Shan, Palong and Chinese Churches in
Shweli valley. It cannot own this project for théaele Shan Churches and Shan people all over Shan
States. It is also regrettable that we cannot gbdmany mission work among our own people in our
own Shan States without their regional conventiggeéamission under BBC policy. In other words we
cannot go and save our own people in our own hdttatever it is, | am determined to go ahead and
do it in His name with His powder, under His grace.

Goal # 1 Training

How are we going to produce 201 Shan evangelisig iyears? The following plans are made.

1. To invite young and old people from Shan Chusclweo are dedicated for Shan missions to attend
three months evangelist training. After graduatioey will be given certificate of achievement torwo

as evangelists.

2. To choose suitable places for training.
3. To choose appropriate subjects for training
4. To send those who have committed
missions to the chosen mission fields.

who are qualified and spiritually matured,
train our people.

6. To raise support from local and abroad
training, evangelism and Church Planti
programs.

Sending students to Seminaries and Bible
schools

A

The foundgr and President of Asian Dr. & Mrs. Sai Htwe Maung with Rev. Dr. Paul
Outreach International was Rev. Dr. Paul Kauffman in 1990
Kauffman. By His divine appointment | have
opportunity of knowing and meeting Rev. David Y Wang, Vice-executive President of Asian

! SshwelLi Valley Shan Baptist Association comprisesSthan, Chinese and Palong Churches
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Outreach International, in Hong Kong in 1984. | math him, talked to him, discussed with him and
worked with him about reaching the Shan people whia. The first step is to raise more workers for
the harvest.

Rev. & Mrs. David Y.P. Wang

Invitations were sent out to all Shan Churches in
all Shan States to choose and send their youngeé&mp
go to study at Seminary and Bible School and pespar
for the future work among the Shan. Asian Outresmth
my family would sponsor them for four years, as
students had to study for four years at Seminahe T
response was very good. We had 19 students ingudin
one who was going to University and then would go t
Seminary later. Sending 18 Shan students to Sersnar
in Rangoon in 1985 was the first of its kind intbry of
Shan Mission. Some students were already at Seyninar
but need financial support. Never before such a big
group of Shan students going to study in Seminafes
Seminary teacher acclaimed, “We seldom have ona Sha
student in one year. What happen this time suclga b
group of Shan come together?” We expected that aft

g their four years study they would be able to semwv®ng
. Shan people as evangelists who bring “Good News” to
the Shan and plant Churches.

18 Students to Bible Schools and Seminaries.

18.

. Nang Kham Yong, M.I.C.T. (Eastern Shan State)

. Nang Kya Yung, M.I.C.T. (Eastern Shan State)

. Nang Seng Am, M.I.C.T. (Eastern Shan State)

. Nang Shwe Htwe Lay, M.I.C.T. (Northern Shan &tat
. Sai Aung Win, B.I.T. (Northern Shan State)

. Sai Keing Kham, M.L.C.T. (Northern Shan State)

. Sai Maung Lay, M.I.C.T. (Southern Shan State)
. Sai Maung Khaing, M.I.C.T. (Northern Shan State)

. Sai Stephen, M.I.C.T. (Eastern Shan State)
. Sai Aung Than, M.L.C.T. (Northern Shan State)
. Saw Ah Po, M.I.C.T. (Northern Shan State)
. Sai Maung Than, TaungGyi Bible School, (Nonth8han State)
. Sai Hla Oo, M.I.C.T. (Northern Shan State)
. Ma Kya Doai, M.I.C.T. (Northern Shan State)

. Nang Hla Khin, M.I.C.T. (Northern Shan State)
. Sai Htun Myat, M.LT. (Northern Shan State)
. Sai Ai Myat, TaungGyi Bible School, (Northerh&® State)

Sai Noon, M.I.C.T. (Eastern Shan State)

Including Nang Thi Da Htun, (Northern Shan Stat&hiyersity), who promised to go to

Seminary after University.

They all are now graduated from Seminaries andeBiahools. One of them died, two are not
serving in ministry and the rest are serving in K€has as pastors. Many of them have been ordained.
Regretfully none of them goes out and serves asiomary or evangelist to the Shan where there@are n
Churches. They all stay in well-established ChuscB®me even threatened to resign if they were sent
out to other remote places. Kyat 91,750 was speritdining 19 Shan students from 1985-1989.
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Meeting some ofour han Sinary students in Decéer 1986

Training leaders

Shan Churches do not have opportunity of gettiagning abroad since 1966. This is the first
time we have opportunity of sending our potengalders to get training abroad.

We sent Sai Thein Aung Kham from NamKham whom wesatered to be a leader of Northern
Shan State, to Great Commission Institute Traiming988 in Singapore for one month by sponsorship
of Asian Outreach. After one month training he élad to Hong Kong and we had discussion about
future Shan mission. He agreed to work with uslity @SMP, as Hon. Assistant Director responsible to
Northern Shan State. All expenses for his travdltaaining in Singapore were paid by Asian Outreach
We sent Sai Stephen from KengTung whom we congidereébe a leader of Eastern Shan State, to
Great Commission Institute Training in ThailandDecember 1990 for one month by sponsorship of
Asian Outreach. We expected that after graduatiogy {GCI he would be able to work with us and
conduct local training for Shan Churches in thetlaasl produce more evangelists. In 1988, Sai Thein
Aung Kham was appointed Hon. Assistant Directo2 bt Century Shan Mission Project responsible
for the Northern Shan State and Sai Stephen wasirgpd Hon. Assistant Director of 2ICSMP
responsible for Eastern Shan State and | wouldchiagaas Hon. General Director. We would work
together. All were on part-time volunteer basis. #¥pected that Sai Stephen would lead in the Haster
Shan State and Sai Thein Aung Kham in Northern State. Later Sai Stephen joined us in 1993 as
full-time paid Assistant Director of 21CSMP responsible for Eastern Shan State. We pihtme
conduct local training in KengTung, TaungGyi, MuSismKham, MayMyo and Rangoon to produce
more evangelists to meet our target. We plannanaoluct GCI training with foreign trainers for Shan
leaders in Maesai, TaungGyi, KengTung, MayMyo armahgon.
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Great Commission Institute (GCI)

This is a team of international trainers under Astautreach ministries directed by Rev. Lau
Tak Siong, Singapore, moving from country to coynplace to place and conducting short-course
training for local Christians to be able to do ayaism and Church Planting work among their own
people. It is like a “Mobile Bible School.” It isdnternational and interdenominational team.

Curriculum
The curriculum is a good mixture of practical mingsand basic theology:
1. Spiritual  (eg. Spiritual Warfare, Prayer)
2. Emotional (eg. Inner Healing)
3. Social (eg. Conflict Management)
4. Family (eg. Christian Family)
5. Pastoral (eg. Counseling, Homiletics)
6 Theological (eg. Basic Doctrine, OT and NT Sujvey
7. Ministerial (eg. Leadership | and II)

Three-level programs

Level 1:
Prayer 6 hrs
Praise and Worship 4 hrs
Basic Doctrine 10 hrs
Leadership 6 hrs
Children’s Ministry 4 hrs
Evangelism 6 hrs
How to get the best out of the Bible 6 hrs
Ministry Planning 6 hrs
The Holy Spirit (Pneumatology) 6 hrs
Total 54 hrs

Level 2:
Church Planting 6 hrs
Discipleship 6 hrs
Spiritual Warfare 6 hrs
Biblical Foundation for Missions 3 hrs
Leadership Il 6 hrs
Power Theology 6 hrs
Christian Family 6 hrs
Homiletics 6 hrs
The Local Church 3 hrs
The Life & Teaching of Christ 6 hrs
Total 54 hrs

Level 3:
Counseling 6 hrs
Effective Personal Management
&Financial Planning 4 hrs
Conflict Management 6 hrs

Inner Healing 6 hrs
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Apologetics 4 hrs
Pastoral Ministries 6 hrs
Cults 4 hrs
O.T. Survey 6 hrs
N.T. Survey 6 hrs
Spiritual Gifts 6 hrs
Total 54 hrs

In order to meet the need of Shan believers GCitstourse training program was first introduced to
Shan Churches in 1994. It equips, trains and stppedicated Shan Christians to become evangelists.

The 1* Shan GCI, Maesai, Thailand.
October 31- November 12, 1994

LTy R
i

. 'GCI- Maesa

—

1994

Preparation

Sai Stephen met with me in LaShio, Northern ShateSon December 28, 1993 and shared
about 21' CSMP work in Eastern Shan State. We also discusmseédnade preparation for GCI, which
is going to be held in Maesai in 1994.
Planned Date: October 31 to November 12, 1994.
Teaching medium will be English from foreign traim@nd translated to Shan. Shan teachers will teach
in Shan.
Expected number of participants: 20 - 25
Budget total estimate: 62,000 baht (US$ 1,632)

Venue
Maesai, Chiangrai, Thailand, is a suitable placenddd the training because training with
foreigners is not allowed in Myanmar and most @f titainees will be coming from Eastern Shan State.
It will be held at Bethel Bible School in Maesaai Stephen has got the permission to use the school
Trainees will stay at TaChiLeik Baptist Church oryavimar side and cross the border to Maesai every
day for training. Food will be arranged two timeslay at the Church. Foreign trainers will stay at
Maesai Hotel. Tea and Coffee will be provided byl@tCbreak time.
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Faculty
Five foreign teachers; Jean Harper, Rev. Ong Siaat,HRev. Franklin Williamson, Mrs. Katie
Williamson and Dr. Sai Htwe Maung. Three local teas; Rev. Seng Tip, Rev. Aung Htun Shwe, Rev.
Sai Stephen.

Subjects taught
1) Salvation
2) Evangelism & Mission
3) Christian Life
4) Leadership
5) Church Planting
6) Power Theology
7) Pray Intercession
8) Ministry Planning

Report from Jean Harper, director of GCI

Pom drove Franklin, Katie and | from Chiangmai tbidhgrai where we met Dr. Sai Htwe
Maung at the airport, together with Sombat and iPaBoonyuen and Somlit. Our hotel was a stone’s
throw from the Burma border and it was interestmgotice the constant traffic crossing the bordsr,
well as traders of gems, clothing, food etc. Theehbas a Buddhist temple immediately behind it and
we found ourselves awoken, sometimes as earlyAd dwith broadcast Buddhist chants. Just a few
minutes walk from the hotel is the Baptist Chunathjch has a huge, new four-storey complex. They
allowed us the use of the top floor for our lecsnehich provided us with beautiful views into Buam
and across the hills where the tribal people live.

This GCI was very different from any other that /e conducted, in that:

1. We could not live-in with the participants, wea share meals with them in the evening.

2. The patrticipants were billeted out into differdrelievers’ homes in the town of other side of the

border.

3. They lived in one country and we lived in anothe

4. The participants “disappeared” at 5 pm eachrradten in order to cross the border before the gate
closed. Therefore we were not able to participat&eir evening programs.

5. The participants held their morning devotionFaChiLeik before crossing the border. Therefore we
did not have opportunity to hear their testimonigst none of this was by any means negative.

It was also a unique GCI in that we were workinghvBai Htwe Maung toward the goal of°21
Century Shan Mission Project. This was a greatilpge for us as we saw the tremendous burden he
has for his people, his enormous energy in workiitg them and his sacrificial endeavors toward that
end. Every free minute he filled with recordingti@®nies for his radio broadcast and recording hymn
from the Shan Hymnal when he discovered he hadua-pgart harmony choir at his disposal,
unaccompanied. They came one hour earlier eachingpto record. If he had had enough time, |
think Sai Htwe Maung would have recorded every hymtihe book! We began to wonder if there was
anything he could not do: he taught, translateshdaoted the choir, can sing, play the guitar and
keyboard; was out evangelizing the many Shan heodised in Maesai. He just enjoyed being with
his people.

Twenty-eight participants crossed the border eaph @f the 28 Shan, 11 are pastors, 8 are
evangelists and the rest are leading youth groupsjen’s and men'’s fellowships, Sunday School and
one is the Assistant Secretary of the Eastern SBeate Baptist association. Of the 14
evangelists/pastors that Sai Stephen has senlbygarticipated. We felt it was a tribute to Stapke
ministry. He is obviously a key man for the Shasiom of 2001. The local teachers who taught in the
evenings became students by day. One of themnslaéting the New Testament of the new Shan Bible.
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Whilst most of the participants were very grasssptitis meant there were also a few educated men in
the group with B.Th who could speak English welowever Sai Htwe Maung assured us the training
in the Seminaries in Yangon is not the same and wha taught would be new to them.

Sombat was also of great help by loaning plasticlary and cutlery items and an electric urn
for hot drinks. He visited several times and SawéiMaung gave him an hour in which to share on
Evangelism. What a lively pair they made with Saivel Maung interpreting for him! Franklin started
the program with teaching on Prayer and it becappam@nt that this was a key topic. It would seem
some do not know how to pray, or what to pray ab@hen a survey was held of the class many said
they pray for three or four minutes a day! The allaaverage was 13 minutes but this was bumped up
by Stephen praying for one hour and another le&me8 minutes. Another key topic was Power
Theology, also taught by Franklin. He approachedaspect of needing the power of the Holy Spirit in
such a way that it did not become a doctrinal issieeis really coming in to his own with grassroots
teaching and relates so well to the participants.

Sai Htwe Maung taught the middle session eachfiatty on Evangelism and then on Spiritual
Leadership. He is a great communicator so animatedalive, with a great sense of the mould the Shan
Baptists are in. They have had no outside inputramdxposure to anything other than Baptist teachin
and tradition. The grassroots leaders were very @pel receptive to this, as is Sai Stephen’s Minist
Planning was quite a challenge to teach. We amdésing that really grassroots people cannot dream
big dreams. In one way it was easy as we couldhes&han 2001 vision as the best possible example.
But to get them to look beyond what they are pridggeémvolved in did not seem to happen! Stephen
felt the Lord speaking to him about four new missareas that will bring forth fruit. He has a good
grasp of Ministry Planning and worked with his pkopn their plans. All handed in systematic plans
but not much Church Planting, or even evangelisas included in them. Sai Htwe Maung shared that
their mentality as far as the Church is concersdtie building rather than a body of believers.ttg8®
“hurdle” must first be overcome before Church Rlagtfeatures heavily in ministry planning. Maybe,
in our teaching of this topic, we need to spenderione on the importance of having a vision.

Ong Siew Huat did a great job in teaching on ChuRP&@mnting at a grassroots level and they
enjoyed his teaching. Many saw the need for ChiMamting where they had not previously seen the
need. But, as yet, their mentality might hindemnthfrom seeing that Church Planting also meanslsmal
house groups in villages and not large buildingsiiies. It was good to have Ong Siew Huat and the
Dudgeons stay with us for four days. Martin shaadittle about his Church Planting efforts in Badiv
and | felt it was very practical and something participants could relate to.

The response to Child Evangelism was good butdodisred their concept of children’s ministry is
Sunday school teaching and not reaching out togalee children. | need to rewrite my notes adlittl
to cover this aspect and challenge more in thiaregThe program was set for six full days in the
week, with teaching from 9 am to 5 pm with a twashbreak for lunch and then 7 pm to 9 pm at night
at the other side of the border. But very raretywe catch anyone napping!

On Sunday we all crossed the border to attend threnBse Baptist Church in TaChiLeik. Sai
Stephen and Sai Tip, a senior man with a large €@hwho was one of the local trainers, led the
Service. They looked very much at home in theirtqras$ roles. If 1 understand correctly, Sai Htwe
Maung was introduced as the voice behind the Shdio rbroadcasts and shared briefly. We had
“celebrity in our midst!” As foreigners we were npérmitted to proceed more than 5 kms from the
border so can't really say we saw Burma! We dicogrg meal with the Church leaders in a nicely
located restaurant near our 5 kms post and shoppmahd the large market, which is primarily for
tourists.

For graduation our hotel arranged a nice buffenelirfor less than US$2 per person and we
held the Graduation Service in the Church sanctu@ay Htwe Maung and Stephen organized the
service the Shan way. We were impressed with or&tephen’s evangelist, Sai Kong, an Ahku, who
gave a very good testimony summarizing the whold @@gram. On the last morning Sai Htwe
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Maung did an evaluation with the participants, wdeemed to be very positive about everything.
Franklin, Katie and | also did a post GCI evaluatiohile we were in Maesai. We felt this first Shan
program exposed the participants to new ideas andways of doing things. The key ingredients? Sai
Htwe Maung, Sai Stephen and Hungry Heatrt.

The next Shan GCI will be October 16-27, 1995 auigGyi, Southern Shan State, Myanmar.
We are assured that foreigners can freely stag tladter entering Myanmar through Yangon. One of
this year’'s graduates pastors a Church there, wdanohhost us. When compiling the program we would
like to make the following suggestions. Sai Htweuv@'s brief evaluation was that he felt the best
things from this GCI were the topics of Prayer &dnning. Each teacher had given a little and the
participants had received a lot from each one. Weyed all of our Thailand experience and believe
the first Shan GCI was very worthwhile and will b&ait among these people for whom we share Dr.
Sai's burden. (This training program was sponsdrgd>CIl ministry. All the trainees were paid for
their traveling, food and lodging. All trainers weself-supported)

Testimonies from trainees
Sai Htun Myat from TaungGyi
| was converted at the age of 15 and was very msdlor the ministry at that age. | finished my
theological training and, after graduation, workeda town. | continued studying for my B.D. But |
realize | was not trained very well. When | caroethis GCI, | changed because the teaching was
practical. The theological study was theory. léddecided to sacrifice my life in TaungGyi to pfay
the Holy Spirit to guide me.

Rev. Seng Tip from KengTung

One month before this GCI Sai Stephen asked ifuldvattend. | said, “why, our country is in a bad
situation.” He said, “Don’t worry, just go.” Filial was able to come to the training. We haverbe
planning for this for one year. Today God’s wislesre been fulfilled. | cannot close my mouth
without praising God. | also want to express myrtieth thanks to all of you here, especially to the
trainers who have come from far away country taegip your time for us, because of the love of the
Lord Jesus Christ | am very honored to attendttiaising, The pastor here willingly allowed us tgeu
these premises. Our thanks to him and also to k. Mrs. Boon for your kindness in providing
refreshment. And thanks to the trainees who hawmecfrom the various villages. | pray that we may
be able to see each other again some day, somewhere

Rev. Sai Stephen from KengTung

We are not worthy but we have been called into &sdrvice. We have to be humble in our service as
Jesus was humble. We are so grateful to all thieers for the love you have shown to our Shan
people. We are also grateful because you haveipednus that wherever you go you will remember us
in your prayer.

Sai Kong from Ahku tribe

| am very happy to be able to attend this GChiray. | thought | wouldn’t be able to. But God
gave me the opportunity to attend. If | missed tpportunity it would be a great loss to me. ther
lessons that | have learned are really like a lbig,mirror hanging on the wall into which I can koo
and see because all the teachings are very, vgrgriemt for me in my ministry. It reminds me of al
the lessons | need to learn in my ministry. | hleggned how to pray and what is prayer power.hén t
past even though | was working in God’s ministry; pnayer life was very weak and in my village it is
very rare for people to know how to pray. The secthing | have learned is how to preach. The
people | am working with don’t know how to read amdte. They are illiterate. In the village | aimet
most educated man. | thought whatever | preach do@’'t know and | seldom prepare my sermon. |



Twenty-first century Shan mission project 129

confess. The third thing I learned is in the yourinistry and the teaching of salvation. | know hioat

do it that way anymore. | realize that what | hdeae in the past is wrong and | have to starshfrd
think some of you are the same. But as we learwedmust do our best for the Lord. In Church
Planting we know the Church is like a baby, justnbol need to take care of the baby Church. | khow
have to work very hard, maybe among the Ahku tribEhere are about 500 of them around the
KengTung area. When | go back I will start preaghthe Good News to the Ahku in our area. | know
that | alone cannot do the work. | asked God ferifa and at once | met the right girl but we had no
money. God provided. We have seen non-Christtamyerted. Because of my lack of prayer the
Church is very slow in growth. In this GCI | halearned to pray hard so when | go home | will
continue to pray hard. Thank you to the teachedstlaank to God.

2" Shan GCI, TaungGyi, Southern Shan State, Myanmar.
October 15-27, 1995.

This is the first training to be conducted for thkan Churches in Shan State, Myanmar, by
foreign trainers since 1966 when all foreignersenasked to leave the country by military government
Also the first time for Shan Churches from the E&uth and North to come and have training
together at one place. 42 attended the trainingcatfie from the North, 12 from the East, 2 from
Yangon and 16 from the South. US$ 4,200 spentHigr training. Traveling and meal expenses for
trainees were paid by GCI. Accommodations wereidex’by GCI. Trainers were self-supported.

Report from Jean Harper, director of GCI
Our GCI team came from all regions of Asia; DelHong Kong and Singapore and met in

Bangkok for the onward flight to Yangon. There were met by Sai Htwe Maung, his nephew and
two nieces. We drove to Sai Htwe Maung’s sistedmh, in a nice new apartment block quite close to
the airport and then on to our hotel for the evgni@ur first impression of Yangon was one of sigipr

at the number of cars on the road as opposed toroyotes in Vietham and Cambodia. When we
learned that each motorist was only allowed twadogal of petrol a week and anything more than that
was purchased on the black market at highly inflgteces, we were even more surprised!

TaungGy| GCl 1995 W|th tralnees from Northern ShanState

The next morning we all flew south to TaungGyi, tdagital city of Shan State. Although itis a
capital city, it is more like a country town, wituite a small population. We transited briefly in
Mandalay and from the air; we noticed innumerableddhist temples dotting the landscape. In
TaungGyi, Sai Htwe Maung, Stephen and Dr. John &lééader of our host Church, met us and drove
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us the one-hour journey to our venue. TaungGgeieral thousand feet up in the mountains so was
much cooler than on the plains. This made it wamyducive for study. Sai Htwe Maung discovered
numerous relatives when we reached TaungGyi. @& tstayed in a small family hotel of about eight
rooms, a short distance from the Church in whiehtthining was held.

The first time, the Southern Shan, Northern ShahEastern Shan Baptist Associations had got
together for training. They usually hold sepateaeing. This could mainly be due to distance trel
cost of transport. (An evangelist receives on ayefdS$ 15 a month, whereas the bus fare and many
days of travel for many of our participants waswbdS$ 70) In the history of Shan Baptist Mission i
is the first time foreigners have done any trainamgong them in forty years. We felt very privildge
and responsible to give of our best. This is thet ime we have had more than 40 participants€p42
be exact.

It is the first time that ALL Ministry Plans wereahded in one week before graduation! The
participants were given the first Saturday aftemmoa which to begin working on their plans. Imagin
our surprise when they were all handed in that iexgerit is the first time our GCI day has commenced
at 6:30 AM for devotions and testimonies - yawhislthe first time we’ve had a farewell party obra
than 20 Church members and all the ladies havd wrieen we left! It's also the first time we’ve had
“party” in an airport terminal while waiting for garture!

Thein Aung Kham, a graduate from the 1987 inteomati GCI in Singapore, brought some 12
leaders from the North. There were about the saoma the South and Stephen brought a little more
than that from the East. Most of them had to trd@® miles, a journey which took most of them two
or three days. One lady took seven days to ge¢'thAnd one man walked 30 miles to the bus stop.
There were eight ordained pastors who were Semgraguates. Most of the remainders were farmers
or working for a living as the Churches are tooroosupport a pastor. It is a real step of faahthem
to go full-time. We noticed that these participawere very keen note takers. From what we heard, it
seems there is even cross cultural communicatiobl@ms within the Shan as the North, South and
East use different words for some things and hatffereint accents. Sometimes the Northerners could
not understand Eastern accent. The TaungGyi Baphistch (pronounced towngee), although only 40
in membership, did an excellent job of hosting ®G€I training. Many Church members gave of
themselves tirelessly to prepare the most wondenidls. A Chinese man was the cook and we were
treated to many culinary delights! The Church was@aptist compound, a lot of which has been sold
off but it does have a hostel, which housed mosth®fparticipants. This also was very ideal.

Sai Htwe Maung and Sai Stephen chose the topit® ttaught. They were mainly from our
Level 2 curriculum, with a few from Level 1 and rbayone from Level 3. But it seemed to be a good
choice of topics and the order in which they weaeght had a good progression. Time had been
allowed in the daily timetable for sporting actieg and Sai Htwe Maung went armed with football,
basketball, badminton etc. Unfortunately, theres wa suitable place in which to play. It would have
balanced out the program a little better. To thamtethe program seemed very hectic for the
participants as they also had night sessions. Hewes Stephen said, they seemed to have fun-night
every night, so maybe they didn’t mind.

The Saturday night fun-night was one of the beswvevever had in a GCI and one of the
longest! The participants really entered into tlwgh dramas, dances, songs etc. Some of the Church
members also joined in. And the Bible School stisleame and gave three items. Franklin, Katie and |
even managed to do a couple of dramas! The hall pgaked out! On Sunday Sai Htwe Maung
arranged for a bus to take all the participantsfandlty to the famous InLe Lake. We sat on theiflo
of longboats and traveled to a floating village ltarch. It is quite unique. This whole village igilb on
a floating island. There are several floatingnds and sometimes they are joined together fama ti
before parting company again. It was a good breaknfthe teaching environment and good
opportunity for relating. All the arrangements dhd expenses were looked after by Khin Hnin Ngwe,
a niece of Sai Htwe Maung.
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Lau Tak Siong was with us for the first week ansl teiaching was well received especially that
on PASTORAL MINISTRY, which is very important fohé Shan. In fact it seemed to be the no. 1
topic. The team was free in the evenings so, bdfaxeng an early night speaking for Franklin, Katie
and |, we met together for prayer and discussMe enjoyed these times of team relating. The skcon
week we were joined by Dr. Vincent Leoh, seniortpasf the Glad Tidings AOG in KL and one of his
Church members. They also joined in our eveninmtereetings. We found Vincent to be a very gifted
and exciting teacher. As Franklin said he has tifteofj mixing motivational preaching with solid
teaching. | was impressed by the fact that, althoagdoctor of theology, he went as a learner and
submitted to GCI. He had asked me to send him dmawkground information on the Shan, GCI etc.
He obviously did his homework as his teaching onUREH PLANTING and DISCIPLESHIP was
very relevant to the local situation.

Dr. Leoh’s traveling companion, Sreedhar, althobgthas a good heart, was not so gifted in the
area of teaching. This was unfortunate, as Sai Hitaeng had specifically asked for good teaching on
YOUTH MINISTRY. In the final evaluation this waselonly topic that was evaluated poorly. This is a
topic that many Asian countries ask for teachingsorwe need to look around for someone gifted in
teaching this topic. There was good response tdelsateaching on MINISTRY PLANNING. Sai
Htwe Maung says the ministry plans are good anédwet translation from him. Franklin and Katie’s
teaching on CHRISTIAN FAMILY was also very much apgated as it always is. Teaching one or
two of the topics to Baptists, not exposed to aletseaching, was a challenge. This was particutarly
in the case of PRAISE AND WORSHIP. In my first seesone man asked the question: “These
Scriptures we’ve been reading say we should blessaord. How can we bless the Lord? We ask Him
to bless us.” | love challenges like that! Althoubley participated in all the different ways toipeathe
Lord, it would seem, from feedback, they were rmnfortable with some of it. As a team we learned
some lessons. We are so used to ministering toschatic or those with charismatic leanings that we
didn’t make enough adjustments to some of our iegch

In Tak Siong’'s teaching on LEADERSHIP they didrekeé too kindly to the comment that
laymen can give communion, baptism etc. In Baptistles only ordained pastors can. Well, 100
years of tradition don’'t give way easily to new cepts. Another concept they had was that children
couldn’t be led to the Lord. They can only be tatugbout Christ and when they are older be leth¢o t
Lord. | believe they had a paradigm shift on thie @after being shown Scriptures and given examples.
At the end of the first week | began to realizer¢h@as something wrong with the following week’s
teaching schedule. There was one hour each dagcgounted for. Franklin was delighted, as he had
prayed there would be opportunity to teach on tki¥ SPIRIT. He taught on it very sensitively and
on the night before graduation he and Vincent mtape all the students to receive the Holy Spirit.
Many of the ladies were weeping as they sensegrésence of the Holy Spirit. We didn’t hear anyone
speak in tongues or see any outward manifestabahsve believe God did a work in each person’s
heart and each one experienced the presence BiollgeSpirit in a new way. Stephen told me the next
day, “now they have a new friend in the Holy Spgirit

We were really blessed to have both Sai Htwe ManyThein Aung Kham. Sai Htwe Maung
is a delight to minister with. He follows your eyeaction, however dramatic, which makes it fun for
the participants and stopped us every now and thexaborate on an important point to ensure the
participants understand. That kind of interprétengs out the best in you! Kham was also veryeas
to minister with. Sai Htwe Maung wanted Stephentrio translating but he had no confidence.
However, he was forced in to it one afternoon wBanHtwe Maung was delayed in a meeting. As the
topic was Child Evangelism | told lots of storiesdahe participants enjoyed seeing Stephen follgww m
actions. It also renewed some of his confidence.
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Evaluation

We left this to Sai Htwe Maung to conduct in Shad go the participants could freely express
themselves. Their written evaluations were moditpe, as you will see from Sai Htwe Maung’s
translation attached. Late that afternoon Sai Hd@eing came to our hotel, a little concerned. He sa
he is not sure if the North will accept us nextryaga we are planning for LaShio in November because
of denominationalism. He also feels the North dosshave good leadership. And Stephen has already
said he will be too busy this year to help arraag&Cl. There was definite conflict between the
leadership from the North and Sai Htwe Maung thhmug the program. It seems some of the older
pastors from the North were not happy with our igmaatic way of teaching. One phrase we heard
quite often was, “We are Baptists!” It seems theynd Vincent's exuberance he doesn’t need a
microphone! His AOGness and the way he prayed Jotat people almost offensive (we noticed it
didn’t stop them from coming to ask for prayer tgbuy However they did enjoy Vincent's teaching
and they liked him as a person. They didn’t likariklin asking them to all pray out loud together o
me asking them to all sing a new song togetherTdtis was “not Baptist and was very confusing!” |
guess these are some of the occupational hazalssngf the first outsider input in more than 10@arge
of tradition.

As Franklin, Katie and | discussed it, we realizkdse comments probably came from just a
few. From the overall response to our teaching taedmultitudinous gifts we received), we believe
that GCI was a blessing and that much good fruit @@me from the teaching. We felt it was an
excellent GCI, with real quality teaching, othearththat on Youth Ministry. Sai Htwe Maung kept
commenting throughout the program how much beliietéaching was this year than last. However, as
a team we learned lessons too in that we need todoe sensitive when teaching in a non-Charismatic
environment. As for Vincent we all feel he is arcellent communicator but maybe we need to take
him in to a more charismatic environment and “thrm loose.” That night, on behalf of the team,
Franklin asked the participants to forgive us if me&l offended them in any way through our method of
teaching.

Dedication

The night of graduation a dedication service was e pray for and send out six men who
during the course of the GCI felt God call them tutull-time ministry. Some of them will join in ith
the Shan 2% Century mission. Sai Htwe Maung needs anotheiS8gihen in both the South and the
North to fulfill the vision! It is very meaningfulor these Shan to commit themselves to full-time
ministry. It is definitely a step of faith and alligness to sacrifice for the sake of the Gospel.

| cannot conclude this report without giving duedit to Sai Stephen for 12 months of hard
work to put together an excellent program. He tlnbugf everything and was very detailed in
everything, including recording all expenditure.etde is a very special person for the Shan. Afd, o
course, there is no one like our Dr. Sai Htwe Madingless, talented in so many areas, so zeatmus f
the Lord and for his people, such fun to be with etc. For our part we enjoyed this GCI very much.
We enjoyed the warmth of the people and their nespeness to the teaching. We feel it was an
excellent GCI and trust it will be just the begimgiof grassroots training among the Shan. To God b
the glory!

Speeches at graduation service

Dr. John NoF on behalf of TaungGyi Shan Church. “The participamve learned a lot and it
will be of great help to them in spreading the Gabsy the Lord Jesus Christ. They are equipped with
new strategies. They are the up and coming goggeelchers. No matter what hardship or adversity
they face they will succeed by the help of God. Hady Spirit will always help them. The Kingdom of
God will be successfully propagated in the ShameStad we praise the Lord. During these two weeks

2 50n of Ai Noi, the first Tai Khun convert.
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we have come to know each other and make friends.this fellowship be eternal. | am looking
forward to this wonderful occasion in the near fatl
Dr. Vincent Leoh’s message

“In heaven there will be people from every tribenduage and nation. One of the great tribes
there will be the Shan people. | thank Asian Owlnef@r giving us the opportunity to join them. We
also thank Dr. Sai Htwe Maung, Sai Stephen, Santyat and the leadership of the Church.”

In John 15:16 Jesus emphasizes:

1. Appointment. We have not chosen to serve HimHmihas chosen us to serve Him. For all
the Shan people God has appointed you to service Hihis is a high calling. Don’t be alarmed by the
call of God. Be true to the calling of Jesus Ghris

2. Live according to the principles Jesus has gi®n so the name of Jesus will not be blamed.
You are a chosen representative of Jesus Christt d6n't just represent GCI or the denomination you
come from but the King of Kings, Jesus Christ Hilhdeéor what purpose to go and bear fruit. “Go
there” is the great commission. It does not sayriebis “go.” He didn’t say go and do your own thing
but bear fruit.

3. Fruit that will last. If you try to do anythingr yourself it will not last. The only fruit that
will last is what is done for Christ. When you goheaven you will see the rewards the people you
saved, the people you helped.

4. Promises from God. Then the Father will give ydwatever you ask for in My Name. You
are graduating not just with a certificate but algth the promises of God that will be with youdger.
What do you need to ask the Father? Ask constaudyy day.

a. Give me the Shan people. Give me this nation.
b. Fill me with your Spirit, with the power from dngh, that | may go out and bear fruit for youskA
to be filled every day.

Nang Shwe Sein, on behalf of Northern Shan State

“I am thankful to all the trainers and on behaltloé Northern Shan Baptist Association | would like
thank you very much. Thirteen of us came from thetiN Thanks to Dr. Sai Htwe Maung for his
vision for our Shan and coming here with GCI andtla trainers to give us this opportunity for
training. Thank you to the Church and their leakligrand those who served us. | have learned anlot o
Prayer, the Holy Spirit, Leadership, Pastoral Mmes, Children’s Ministry, Evangelism, Youth
Ministries and Ministry Planning. They were allryehelpful. | would like to confess that in the
Northern State our Churches are sleeping, whiclregeet. After coming to this training we are very
much encouraged and very happy we can go with avwsn. | will be part of the vision that our Shan
21% Century project that by the year 2001 we will wovke will have 21,000 Shan converts. In
conclusion, | would like to say, as Dr. Leoh s&@&h.” From now on we will go in the North!”

Sai Wo Tip Cheuk, on behalf of Eastern Shan State

“By the grace of God we have the opportunity to edmere for training. For those who organized it
and those who came from abroad to teach us, | ayngrateful to you all. You, the trainers from
abroad, are the best example for us. You spenttyme and money to come and teach us. So we must
sacrifice and go and reach our people. We all kn@ahave responsibility for the salvation of our own
people. As | have learned | know how we can worlsod’'s ministry among our people. Thank you to
the Church for hosting us and to those who cooked$ so well. When we go back to the East we will
dedicate our lives and work harder for our people.”

Sai Htun Kaing, on behalf of the Southern ShaneStat
“I give thanks first to our Lord Jesus Christ. Waava 12 people from the South attending this trginin
Thank you to all the trainers for giving us a nagion. | have attended training before but not hikis
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one. In this one we are awakened for the Lord. \Biehearned and know especially Ministry Planning
and know how to plan for our ministry in the futuMow we have our targets. We are looking forward
to serving the Lord in the Southern Shan StatenK&&o the Church for hosting us and no one will
forget the cooks and those working so hard for us.”

Rev. Sai Ba Pe

| have been in the ministry for 24 years but limsal am not doing enough for our Shan. Somegeta
have already converted from their idol worship. Wye was a Buddhist leader in the village. | had t
work very hard to convert her. Finally she accdptiee Lord. After our marriage, we lived in a
Buddhist community for 15 years. | organized a gb$pam to go and evangelize that village. | had
opportunity to fellowship with the Buddhist monkdacould go into the village any time to have
discussions with the monks. The Buddhists thouggtt if | was a Christian then | wasn’t a Shan but a
outsider but they began to realize that Christemesgood people and accepted me as one of them. Now
we have moved to another town, which is producirges, jade and precious stones. Many people are
trying to do business there. But I'm working thévethe Lord. Now we are building a church bua th
village leaders said to us, “Don’t put a crosslwa¢hurch.”

(Some Christian leaders accused him that he mdvexd tbecause of the good business and he was
trading in jade and rubies. In November he andrergbastor are arranging a big Christian rallyhie t
village. And now he has dedicated himself for ti& Zentury Shan project and is working towards
that goal.)

Sayama Nang Hla Khin

| was invited to lead the Church elders in builda@hristian center. One time while witnessing, the
army asked the group who their leader was. Thepted to me. The army kept them under
observation and asked what tribe they were fromeplied, “Shan.” They asked if there were any
Christians among the Shan. | told them | had nbtgifive them but the Lord Jesus Christ and Hsis
precious. We were detained overnight and the foligwmorning released. After eating breakfast, the
army again picked me up. The major told me notgoanything but to follow him. | took my Bible and
followed him. The major asked me, “Are you reallya8?” He showed me a Shan costume and asked
me to put it on and sing a Shan song for themidi’dknow how to sing a Shan song but prayed and
God enabled me to sing a Shan song and witnesgtpetople. | sang, “Jesus loves me.” The soldiers
gave me a gift and said, “We haven't heard purenStards for a long lime. Don’t be afraid. We will
arrange a grand dinner for you tomorrow. You ai@atier person, like us, stationed in a very fiagaa

Sai Aung Than

The Holy Spirit has helped me in every way. Whemaduated from Seminary | received an invitation
to be a pastor. Since | was so young | couldn’tgma how | could be a pastor but | prayed and the
Lord guided me. | was very afraid to become a pastb what we think we can’t do we find possible
with God. | came to TaungGyi and in order to leaatmmg devotion | had to pray and prepare for two
weeks and practice and practice. | felt very ineigmeed at preaching and had to preach six times a
day when | became a pastor. Sometimes, after gregdhwould think over the sermon | had preached
and think it was quite good. Then | remembered ithagas only because of the help of the Holy Spirit
When the Buddhists buy a new house they invitehallChristians to come and dedicate the house to
the Lord. The daughter of the headman got foodgming and was ill for a long time. The Buddhists
said, “If the Christians come and pray she willHsaled”, so invited them to pray for her. They told
her, “If you have faith to believe that when we ypthe power of Jesus can heal you, you will be
healed.” She was healed. Up until now these peapdedeclaring that the Lord Jesus Christ is very
powerful and kind. It is very difficult for the Shdo accept Christianity. Our duty is to sow thedse
Even if we don’t see many converts, keep sowinig. God who waters and gives the increase.



Twenty-first century Shan mission project 135

In 1992 we had leadership training in our village. we showed a video of their ministry a soldier
came and shot at us. Eight people were killed awdrs wounded. In the morning, when | returned to
that area, the place where | had been sittingnigéit was surrounded with blood. Two of my brothers
in law were killed but God protected me. | re-camated my life to the Lord to be God’s minister all
my life. Two weeks before coming to GCI a former nkowvas baptized. This December we are
planning an open-air crusade in the village, irr¢hdialects. Yesterday, while fasting and prayihg,
Lord told me, “The things that are impossible ta yawill make possible.” That encouraged me to put
all my efforts in to proclaiming God’s Word.

Nang Seng Kham

In 1980 | felt sick and weak and the doctors she&ltcouldn’t detect any illness. | went to a spestia

in Yangon for x-rays. In between my ribs they fowsmme spots. People read the Bible to me and
prayed for me. When | returned to TaungGyi | gawe hreart to the Lord and began praying. After
praying for a long lime and on my return x-ray, #pots had disappeared. | was given some medicine
to take. After two years | had a check up and theyd cancer in the bones. | trusted the Lord.9841

| was confirmed as having bone cancer. In my hiesaid, “The Lord is with me, | am not afraid.” |
began my treatment. | was discharged from the kadspnd in January 1995 | was readmitted by the
cancer specialist to the Yangon hospital. Afteeading me, the specialist said that he could find
nothing in me. Psalm 103 greatly encouraged me.Lbh@& has miraculously healed all my diseases. At
my last check up the doctor told me that all mybtems were solved but prescribed me some
medicine. Even though the doctor said it was bosecer and bone TB and even though it was a
nightmare for me the Lord helped me and by His pove healed me. | have experienced the grace
and power of God.

Nang Kheo

In 1990 | gave birth to a child and | was hospatadi with high blood pressure. | was in a comaHloze
days. After recovery | was very tired. After exaation the doctor said that | had heart diseaseléWh
in a coma all my family and Christian friends w@maying for me. Otherwise | believe | would have
died. | had treatment for a long time as | had sehscknesses in my body.

| was readmitted to hospital and became very thich weak. My mother, even though a Christian,
began to waiver in her faith and thought maybe semkspirit had come in and they needed to do
some ceremony. But | told my mother my life is ind3 hands. If my life ended that was God’s will
but if I continued to live then He had a purposerf®. My pastor and elders prayed for me. When the
woman with the issue of blood touched Jesus aldisgases were healed. | felt that if the handef t
Lord just touched me | would be healed. My youngtler had some medicine, which had nothing to
do with the heart disease. But they prayed oveétapk it and it helped. | began to understand Gad

has something for me to do in the ministry so legaw life for service. By the power of God, | sdid,
am healed even though the doctors said | coulthadtealed.

(During GCI, on the day of prayer and fasting, gidn’t think she could go without food because of
her medical history but nothing happened to hesrdtist and prayer and she even received strength
from the Lord.)

Lesson learned reported by Sai Htwe Maung
The first night when we began our training at TaayigShan Baptist Church, the chairman of
TaungGyi Church received a warning letter from taily intelligent that it was illegal to hold trang
without having permission from the government. éamt that we were liable to be arrested at any.time
What should we do? If we apply for permission nowviil take one month or two to get the answer.
Local authority would not make a decision. Instéfael application would be sent to religious affair
ministry in Yangon. We were already here. Shouldgedack home? Should we continue? We prayed
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for God’s guidance and protection. The chairmanhef Church, Dr. John Noi, was a brave man. He
said, “Don’t worry. Carry on. | will take all theesponsibility. 1 know the authority here. If thesea
going to arrest us let them arrest me first.” Thencontinued. Nothing happened till the last tragni
day.

Most of the trainers had either Charismatic or Bewdtal back ground. All trainees were Baptist
and they never had experienced in Charismatic oteeestal, speaking in tongue and experiencing in
the power of the Holy Spirit. There were some diffties in teaching them how to pray, how to praise
and worship God since Baptist way of prayer, praisg worship are different from Pentecostal. Do we
need to abandon Charismatic way or Pentecostaimesaching the Baptist? Do we need to insist and
teach them to experience in manifestation of thé/ I3pirit? Do we need to give up? Do we need to
adjust and balance? As an organizer | have a Wfiigudiy between Pentecostal trainers and Baptist
trainees. We need to be sensitive to the backgrauttdre of the people, the environment and the
situation of the country. We all know that Burmai8uddhist Country and 84% of the populations are
Buddhist. The military Government is very much sidgith Buddhist religion. They are not only
supporting but also promoting Buddhism. If any éakking or acting against Buddhism it is just like
one is committing a crime. They will not tolerateyaone who is insulting Buddhist monk or Buddhism.
The slogan such as “The wall of Buddhism must cdmen!” “Give me this Land Oh God!” is in fact
very dangerous. Be wise!

After graduation ceremony one of the trainees ftbm North said, “We would not recognize
the certificate issued by GCI because it is Pestatdraining.” How can he say that it was Pent&dos
training? They did not teach Pentecostal doctrunethee Bible. What a waste of time and money! Some
of these trainers have either master or doctoregedt? trainees came from the North. All together w
have 42 trainees. Actually the majority of theriesgs are very happy and transformed after training.
Some of the Shan leaders from the North did notaggetg well with me because | was quite strict at
them during the training sessions. Some trainepweda the class very late. Some leaders just gittin
outside the classroom, drinking tea and smokingrcigstead of coming into the room to listen and
learn. | asked them not to be late to the classwsipod example to others, as they were the leaders
We had a good graduation ceremony. Representafrogs the Shan States gave very positive
testimonies. Emotion ran high when Sai Stephen wept

3" Shan GCl, KengTung
December 1-13, 1997

KengTung GCI 1997
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This is the first training to be conducted by fgreers in Eastern Shan State in forty years. The
leaderships of Eastern Shan State are very opedeahiand willing to learn for their own benefits in
their Church growth and mission endeavor. We alingito give to those who are willing to receive.

40 attended and Kyat 520,000 was spent for thiisitig

Trainers

Mun Heng from Malaysia, Goh Kek Seng from Malayslean Harper from Australia, Ong
Siew Huat from Singapore, Jerry Yeoh from Malaysiakashi from Japan and local trainer Sai
Stephen.

Report from Takashi

Mun Heng, Goh Kek Seng (FGA, KL) and | (Takashi Nidg) traveled together to Yangon and
were met by Dr. Sai Htwe Maung’s sister and hergtéers. These ladies are wonderful in their
hospitality and made all the internal flight boajsnand Yangon hotel arrangements for us, as well as
acted as tour guides and moneychangers! They noht@aus as we came in and out of Yangon and
took us to and from the hotel. Hla Hla Htay worksaitravel agency so this was a great help, edpjecia
when she was able to get us a very nice hotel rioovfangon for less than half price! The booking of
internal flights is an interesting exercise. Youw anly book two days beforehand and find out the
scheduling and timing the morning of the flight! Wéhwe had return tickets in our hands our return
flight could not be booked until two days beforgaeure!

Our flight to KengTung left at the unearthly hourAM the next morning so it was early
rising. OSH and Takashi weren’t quite so forturate week later as their flight was delayed two kour
because of fog at KengTung’s little airport. Stapheet us on arrival. Fortunately he has the usbef
Shan Baptist Mission vehicle, which was a greap reltransportation. The Baptist Mission has a huge
compound, on which are the Shan Baptist Church OQ;thembers), Lahu Baptist Church
(1,000+members), Wa Baptist Church and StephengaGaBaptist which is for all tribes. By way of
explanation, to have an association, you need te le least 15 Churches and you need three
associations in order to have a Convention. Whept#n went to GCI in Thailand the Eastern Shan
State they only had one association and 18 Churdtweay it is a convention with 62 Churches. The
Wa only have one association and so have joinedStmen convention, that is why we had Wa
participants. Actually Stephen is not just involweith the Shan but also other tribes. He took usvtm
Palong villages and an Ahku village. The villages quite close to KengTung, which makes it a very
interesting place to visit if you love tribal peeplwhich | do. Their housing was quite similar e t
villages in Cambodia, made of bamboo and thatclstitts, with pigs and chickens underneath.

Participants

This was our third GCI with the Shan. Sai Stephiehathother excellent job in organizing this
training for 31 Shan and 9 Wa participants. Of 3ieShan participants, seven came from TaChiLeik
(on Thai border), six from MuongYang, 10 from Mudfagvng and eight from KengTung. Two of the
Wa came from MuongYang and the others are from \We Baptist Association. Eight of the
participants are pastors, eight are evangelistso#tmets are involved in youth, children’s and womaen
ministries. Stephen visited each area beforehaddhandpicked the participants.

The majority of the participants were young pedpis time and Stephen said that it was one
reason why they seemed more open to new ideas ttierprevious two groups. They were so
responsive to the teaching and seemed to enjoy éweic taught. It only took them a day to thaw out
and there was plenty of classroom interaction. Weamly enjoyed teaching “hungry” people and
found they have a keen sense of fun. One thing rbaty impressed us was the dedication and
commitment of these young people to the work of lthed often in difficult circumstances. The
educational levels were again varying from somieitite to some with university education. The
majority of them took copious notes. One suggesiionthe evaluations and maybe one worth
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considering is that Stephen set a certain eductlewel for the training. This would allow teachito

be at a higher level. Those who cannot read angk wauld be trained in Stephen’s 3 month training.
Word seemed to spread around town that there va@asng going on and, at any given time, there
could be as many as 16 outside visitors from otiburches and not just Baptist. Some were
independent and one or two Catholic sisters attkisdene of the sessions. And once Takashi arrived,
word seemed to spread that there was a Japanés&rin One morning six fathers from the Catholic
Church came to visit, one of whom was Japanesavanted to meet Takashi.

Venue
Stephen’s Church was an ideal venue for the trginiiocated besides his Church building is
what was once a nurses’ quarters of mission hdgpibav local housing). The old nurses’ quarters has
many rooms upstairs which provided accommodatiorttfe out-of-town participants and downstairs
provided a large kitchen and dining area. Ten telterladies from the Church did all the cooking led
by a Chinese cook. It didn't matter there was ndDiitalds in town we had five-star cooking every
meal!! And such a variety of green vegetables!

Teaching

Mun Heng started the teaching with POWER THEOLOG. was a little uncertain how to
tackle this in an all Baptist environment but, asal, he did an excellent job in teaching the t@md
sensitively handled praying for the participants de empowered by the Spirit. He also taught
MINISTRY PLANNING. From the Ministry Plans he realfot the five steps of planning over very
well to them.

Goh Kek Seng from KL, apart from being our tallegér teacher 6 feet 8 inches (he has lots of
“tall” jokes!) was also one of our best teachers. ibl very skilled and gifted in the art of teachihy
HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE he not only taught the pafants how to do word studies and
character studies etc. but he really applied thsiseies in to their lives. In fact, he “fed” those
participants far more and at a far deeper levah thaould have thought they could handle. He kept
giving them “homework” to do and had them looking all sorts of things in their Bibles. But they
lapped it all up! In teaching on LEADERSHIP he hg@mphasized the need for holiness and prayed
for the majority of participants who came forwaad prayer for spirit, soul and/or body contaminatio
| felt his teaching was very practical. Kek Sengnigrested in teaching in other GCls. Other topies
is comfortable with teaching are: Homiletics, Henmetics, Survey of OT and NT, Second Coming,
Book studies on Judges, Haggai, Romans. The idkadatiur to me that he might be a good outside
person to evaluate our teaching curriculum and nadge

Ong Siew Huat and Takashi Yoshida arrived the staeeek and Mun Heng and Kek Seng
flew home. Takashi quickly learned some Shan pkrasel dressed up in the traditional Burmese
longee (Man’s skirt), which OSH told him made hiook like a Sumo wrestler. He taught the
participants Japanese songs, which they lovedato lend played games with them in class, which they
also loved. He taught on PRAYER and CHRISTIAN FAMILHe was very teachable and willing to
implement any suggestions we made to him. It migite been helpful to him if he could have
observed a GCI in action first before being invalva the teaching, as | think he would have been
more relaxed. He was inclined to be a bit formakewleaching, which wasn't his attitude outside the
classroom. He was a delight to have around and/edjthe visits to the villages. Goodness knows how
many roles of film he used! And he delighted me rbpning around to open car doors for me
something he said he had learned from a Ps. Ox&yealizing he is my founding pastor!
OSH taught on CHURCH PLANTING and PASTORAL MINISTES. He and Mun Heng were able to
identify with the participants so well becausel@it long involvement with the Ibans and Dayaks and
they used lots of illustrations from their tribadperiences, which were very relevant. OSH had tgad
on the Shan beforehand and read a book of théirtédés, which he used during his teaching. He
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started each session with “Long, long time agogdve them a good example of how to relate their
folk tales in their preaching.

Stephen taught on EVANGELISM. From what he told be, taught more on what is
evangelism, rather than on how to do it. But thetigipants enjoyed him and evaluated him very
highly. | taught on PRAISE AND WORSHIP, a little fear and trembling as to how to do so in a
Baptist context. Of course, | learned a few thifrgen previous experiences. But these young people
were open to try about anything. | only had a ldaly- and it wasn’t long enough. Stephen said they
were also expecting more on the topic. But | treokne of what they were expecting | wouldn’t have
been able to give, related to music, playing gwetar Teaching CHILD EVANGELISM on the last day
was fun and they had fun except that by that stiagye were so tired some of them almost had to etapl
their eyes open!

We did change the program halfway through. In ils fveek we had three hours teaching in
the morning and three hours in the afternoon lgnthe evenings free for discussion and questiods an
answers. The weather was just gorgeous and thegdek time to play in the afternoons. So, in the
second week, we had just one 90-minute teachirgjoseafter lunch and another 90-minute session at
6 pm, after dinner. The only problem with that wiaat some nights there was a brownout and some
sessions were conducted by candlelight!

Visit to tribal villages

On the day that we arrived Stephen took us to Gam#lage, a totally Christian village with 30
families of Dailoi people. One of the graduatesrfrthe Maesai GCI is pastoring them and three of
their people attended the training. They servettiad sticks of sticky rice and steamed yam anchthe
we had an impromptu Church service. Mun Heng, KekgSand | all shared a story, which constituted
the sermon! In the afternoon we visited Miksilikailage, a Christian Shan village of 15 familieseW
were amused by Stephen’s comment: “On this sidbeofoad live the Christians and on that side ef th
road live the Buddhists. If a Buddhist convertshlas to move across the road!” The reason being you
have to follow the religious practices of whichesgte of the road you live on!

Mun Heng was keen to see the tribal people whoilidenghouses so one afternoon we visited
a Palong village, which has one Christian lady. B&e been sick for quite some time and Stephen and
his leaders had gone to pray for her. God healecimg she became a Christian. We discovered their
longhouses aren’t quite so long when compared tiéhlbans! The people were very open for the
group to pray for them and gave gifts of pumpking green beans.

On the day that OSH and Takashi arrived we werthéurout of town to Sai Khong's Ahku
village where 12 new believers were baptized inpgtved. Sai Khong went and lived with the villagers
in October 1993 for six months. They were afraicwaf spirits and listened to what he said andlfyna
asked for Sai Stephen, Sai Tip and Sai Philip taugh talk with them about converting to Christignit
These leaders stayed with them for four days amallyi the whole village decided to turn to Christ.
They had a big fire to burn all their charms artisfees. Now they have their own Church building and
love their young pastor Sai Khong. Sai Khong is ooly their pastor but also the schoolteacher to
teach them how to read and write. This seems tquiie common in these villages as there are no
schools to send the children to. We asked whoesibst powerful person in these villages. We were
told that in a Buddhist village, if they have a rkdiving there, he is the most powerful, otherwike
headman is. And in a Christian village the passothe most powerful person and even the headman
must listen to what he has to say. This would seepiace great responsibility on the young pastors!

New footsoldiers of Christ
It was very colorful graduation. The 12 ladies ddéssed up in different traditional costumes
and many of the men also wore either the traditi@t@an dress, or some other tribal wear. And when
they sang their graduation song they sounded likkagr of angels! Each of us was given a Shan bag,
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filled with a Burmese longee and Shan tea! OSH gasgeort word of encouragement to the students
and Stephen preached the main message. At theusarctlhe challenged those who were willing to
dedicate themselves to serve the Lord, wherevewséldd lead them, with or without salary, to come
forward. Immediately 23 came forward.

After graduation seven graduates were dedicatecgamidout with full support.

1. Sai Paulu - has resigned from school headmastewill go and live in a Christian village to past
them and train their people to become evangelisyill also open up a school.

2. Sai Moe Lawn - he will live in an Ahka village MuongYawng.

3. Sai Sam Khong - a Wa - he will live in a Waagé on the China border.

4. Sai Yo Bar - he will serve in MuongYawng, plagtiChurches among animists.

5. Saw Luther, from TaChilLeik - he will do Churclapting in MuongYawng.

6. Rev. Marko Crain, a Wa pastor - he is workinglmn China border.

7. Sai Enoch - will do Church planting in TaChiLeik

Stephen said he had to choose out of seven and whesmsked him who the other three were, we
thought they were also good candidates:

The monthly allowance for an evangelist is Ky&(B. On present exchange rates horrendously
low that amounts to about US$10. But Stephen saildttthe Shan Churches accept responsibility for
Kyat 2,000. Takashi will share on these needs whemreturns to Japan and will challenge seven
different Churches to adopt one footsoldier. In theantime | left Kyat 10,000 with Stephen for the
first month’s support for five of the above. Thewas no point in my exchanging them back in to
dollars for a much lower rate than | bought thens! there is some gap between January and Takashi
returning to Japan. Can AOI make some arrangenientbe interim period of support? | understand
there are funds in the Shan account.

Budget

The budget for this GCI was US$2,200 for all fotdyeling expenses of those from outside
KengTung, stationery and other miscellaneous itdfash participant contributed Kyat 500, not much
when you convert it to dollars but it is close taveek’s wage for the evangelists. Stephen gaverme a
itemized income and expenditure statement.

Testimonies
The response from trainees to GCI was as follow;
It gave me spiritual strength and encouraged nsertee the Lord. (6 persons)
The subject of Children’s Ministry helped me so mult helped me in leading the Church. | know
more about how to plant a Church. This trainingngfea my life to be humble and to dedicate myself
totally to serve the Lord.
The teaching on Leadership helped me to becomeod Bader in my youth ministry. It got me in
touch with the Holy Spirit. | know more about how graise and worship God. | will practice it in my
Church. It brought me closer to Jesus Christ.
| am a pastor so the Pastoral Ministries helpedsmeuch in pastoring my Church. It made me more
eager to learn the Bible. The Christian Family uees helped me so much in my family. | can see
clearly what to do in the future. It touched mytiéa change my life and serve the Lord. It encgath
me to give more time to prayer. My ministry willdmme more lively. | saw the needs and how to plant
a new Church. This training changed my life. | heeeome more spiritually mature. It helped me how
to pray. (2 persons)
My viewpoints on mission work have become widened.
The Leadership subject made me to evaluate my life.
This training changed my life and gave me strengttiedicate my life to Jesus.
This training gave me so many benefits. | learrembiprayer and how to study the Bible.
The subject of Leadership was very helpful.
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This training touched my heart and changed my AMethe lectures helped me to do evangelization. |
gave me new thinking, new vision and new methodiotthe ministry.
This training pushed me to read the Bible and gtiteaned me to pray.

Haynes Yu Mon (Stephen’s eldest daughter)

While studying for my matriculation | was not so liwand couldn’t study well. As the exams
approached | was afraid and had no confidence iralility to pass. | prayed as | studied. On thstfir
day of the exams | got my answers correct. The daytit was an English exam and | couldn’t do it. |
prayed and found answers were coming. | couldndeustand the science subject. When | counted the
marks | would receive they only came to 39. | kdemould fail but | prayed and reminded myself that
if | fail this year | can try again next year. Mgnhily prayed that | would pass. God answered their
prayer. Now | am waiting for the university to open

Sai Paulu (MuongYang)

| was headmaster of a primary school and | resigimeldcould become an evangelist among the Shan. |
am still single. | don't smoke or drink. When | wasteacher in the school | had to buy liquor and
cigarettes because my boss asked me to. | pra@dd,God, to serve these people | have to do evil
things.” When | became headmaster then | was tleet@rask people to buy this and that. In 1996, at
the annual meeting, | was wondering what to do s$iones, as the headmaster, | am the most educated
person in the village or Church and often | am dskepreach or pray. | just did it out of duty. [@ten
encouraged me to work for the Church. One niglaulan’t sleep. | went outside and opened my heart
to God. | prayed, “Lord, | am so full of sin. Pleasleanse me, use me for your ministry. Now the
annual meeting is coming and | have to help. kathpraying and reading the Bible every day. Mg lif

is transformed. Before the pastor asked me to prea@nted to preach. | wanted to witness. | sthrte
to ask for permission to preach. In June of thary&tephen challenged me to work for the Lord. My
family’s situation is OK. This year | could buildynown house and was happy. | resigned from my job.
People said, “there’s no teacher in your villagd gou want to quit.” | told them | wanted to worde f

the Lord. | attended an evangelism-training coumséangon and now I'm attending this GCI training.

| have consecrated myself to work for the Lordnt@urage you that if the Lord is calling you, open
your heart, hear what God is saying to you. He lldks you.

Sai Moe Lawn (“Zechariah”) (MuongYang)

My father is an ordained pastor in MuongYang. Etlesugh I'm the son of a pastor | used to fall into
bad habits. | got married and have four childrenour Church we have cell groups for young married
couples to go and evangelize. | was selected asup deader. There are 15 members in the group. But
nobody knows how to pray and nobody attends Chdrblave to lead them to go evangelizing, so |
have problems! | asked the Lord to help me leacththad be a good example. | started visiting every
home and praying for people. | found no changehigrtlives. One day | visited two of my cell
members. | said we have nowhere to go today so sligt we do. They said, let’'s enjoy ourselves.
They got drunk and cared about nothing. Somethihgpered in my heart who will look after your
paddy field. As | returned home | heard people shgufire, fire.” Everyone came and helped put out
the fire. | was burnt and had to go to hospitale touse that | had just been in was burned and my
friends were burned to death. | realized that Gad pulled me out of the fire and | felt He had
something for me to do for Him. But | wanted tottdse Lord. | told my parents that unless | have a
new house | would go in to the jungle and do eveng against what the Lord has said. One day, when
walking out from the village, | met someone whodstiey had heard | was looking for a house. He
took me to see a house and everything was reasonBi¢ Lord provided what | had asked for. The
Shan Association came and asked for two peopletevgngelizing. | realized | had challenged God
and God had provided all my needs, so | said | wa@gd and give my life to serve the Lord. Every
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morning my wife teaches the children and | go outa the villages to witness for the Lord. | was so
excited serving the Lord that | taught for thregsdand it just poured out from me. | heard about GC
and decided | wanted to be a participant. My pafilelds were just being harvested and | thought |
couldn’t come. | prayed and most of the villageasne to help me. But it rained and they couldn’t
harvest. | wondered what was wrong and prayed,dLdryou want me to attend the GCI please stop
the rain.” The rain stopped, the rice was harveatetll could come to GCI.

Rev. Marku Crain (MuongYang):

Even though | am a pastor, | have never giventartesy before! | am the eldest son in my family. My
parents sent me to school. They said if | weréettite it would be like | was a blind man. In 1971
failed the 8th standard. | was angry with God tHat didn’t help me to pass. In 1972 | prayed and
passed 8th standard. The teacher then asked o tih¢ Bible School but | refused. | said | wanted
attend college and earn a degree. In 1973 | enteeedOth standard examination and returned home.
My parents told me that as my father was now oldl lawas the eldest, | had to take responsibility to
till the soil and look after my younger brother agister. | was so disappointed. In 1974 | worke@ as
farmer and got married. Two years later we hadra kbegan to read the Bible at that time. | sensed
that the Lord was speaking to me through the Biblgo to the interior where there are Wa headhanter
and to preach the Gospel to them. One day my pasidrto me that | was the one who is educated so |
should join the Bible School and become a pastothi® Lord. | felt the need also and sensed itthas
will of God, so | attended Bible School. After guating in 1984 | was appointed youth leader in the
Church. Gradually 1 was promoted to be General &anr of the Wa Churches Association. But |
never felt the anointing of the Spirit. On Decemb®y 1996, one of the Wa non-believers asked me to
pray for his sick daughter who was being tormerdgdn evil spirit. The non-believer said he knew
that if | prayed the evil spirit would leave hisuggter. | knew | couldn’t do it but only God coudd it.

| told the parents that only God is powerful arei just His tool. | knelt down and prayed and asked
for the anointing of the Spirit. | prayed and draug the evil spirits. That young lady came to e t
next day and said she wanted to become a Chriatidrbe baptized. After that experience | have cast
out lots of evil spirits and have come to undemdtdrat education and graduating from the Bible $tho

is not enough. You need the anointing of the Spinitless you surrender yourself in to the handef t
Lord you will never have this power. Don’'t be bdaktvhen you get the anointing of the Spirit. It is
not yours. It is up to the Lord. You need to be enprayerful and more submissive. Then God will
provide all your needs. Up to now | am working aswetving the Lord without salary but the Lord
provides all that | need.

Esther Kun (Wa)

In 1992 my father died. We had a family of four amg mother sold the family business. When |
passed the"™®standard | thought that because my father was gomeuld be hard for my mother to
support the family and | should get a job to helpmort them. But the Lord opened the way for me to
continue my study. | failed the 10th standard altido sorry about it. | was disappointed and wante
to leave but my mother encouraged me to contingtudy. The following year | passed 10th standard.
Some people suggested | work in a government ofirtg some suggested attending Bible School.
Even though it was hard for the family to suppo#, My mother’s faith was so great that | was able t
attend the TaungGyi University. Previously my motivas selected to be the Director of the Women'’s
Fellowship and we moved from our village into towmlidn’t want to leave the village but my mother
told me we were chosen by God so, as God’s instntsne/e have to be happy in any situation serving
the Lord. When | was called to attend this GClidnd really want to come but couldn’t refuse. Wil
attending and praying and opening my heart to tel L feel the Lord has touched me something has
happened in my heart. | have a burden for my pedwsv, if the Lord opens the way, after finishing
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college | will serve the Lord fulltime. Even thoughth our human knowledge we cannot think about
everything, God can see to our every need.

Nang Seng Hom (KengTung)

Because | had a chance to attend this trainingstd¢dhanged my life. At first | didn’t want to atten
because | was very busy with the weaving. | usbetgealous of others who were better than me. In
Sunday school and in school | always received tieepl tried very hard in my study and if someone
was better than me | didn’t like them. My ambitivas to become a doctor. | told my parents | wanted
to go to Yangon to study. When | was there | trredy hard. When In KengTung | always got high
marks. But in Yangon | couldn’t follow the othefdany students were better than me so | tried very
hard. | thought | could pass the examinations inawy strength. | forgot to pray and | didn’t waat t
attend the Church service. | didn’t want to wastetime. Because | tried very hard and | became. sick
While | was sick | was jealous of my friends be@diouldn’t study but they could. | entered the
matriculation examination and could answer verylweahought | would pass the examination. Still |
didn’t want to participate in the youth servicendlly | passed the examination but | didn’'t get any
distinctions. My parents taught me that we havérast God and surrender all our life to Him. They
invited the pastor to pray for me. Finally | caroeltis training. Now all my life is changed. Frorown

| have decided, after finishing my university studlyvill go to Bible College to serve the Lord. §hi
training has touched my heart very much. My life bhanged to follow Jesus Christ and serve God.

Saw Lukar

| want to thank God for giving us this training petully. Our thanks to Rev. Sai Stephen for
organizing this GCI training. We also give than@ghe Eastern Shan Baptist Convention. We want to
express our heartfelt thanks to all the teachers egdame from abroad to give us a very encouraging
training. Most of all, our gratitude to Jean Harpétou are a very expert person in giving
demonstrations. We give thanks to our brother Tiaka$e is always active in giving us training. We
learned that you are so prompt in your timing. WWee ghanks to our Brother Ong. You are a good
storyteller. You gave us a very good example of hmwake use of the Bible story and making it eelat
to our people. We give thanks to Brother Thein Aihgam for coming and helping in translation. We
know our translator goes beyond our lecturer aWig. want to thank the Calvary Church for providing
us everything, our accommodation, water and everytalse we need. To the youth of Calvary Church
and to the cook, for the delicious food every, hiveb say thanks, especially to the cooks. Yesierda
when | tried on my pants | couldn’t wear them! Sknbw all our cooks are the best in the world. On
behalf of the trainees | would like to apologizeytmu that during the training and teaching you may
have observed that some of the participants wersmavholehearted. Please understand and know all
our inabilities and please forgive us for thattatte. Even though you are so busy giving trainimg i
many countries you gave your time and talents ¥e gs training here. On behalf of our participdnts
would like to express our heartfelt thanks to yathwhese gifts to show our gratitude and thanks to
you. Even though they seem to be worthless theyudiref our love and in remembrance of our time
together.

4™ Shan GCI, MayMyo (Pyin Oo Lwin)
November 15-27, 1998

Preparation
We planned for GCI training solely for the Northi996 but not materialized because of many
reasons. We consider this training program for SBharches in the North is very important because
this can change the life of the believers, pastosthe Church. Because of the local situation axeh
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to plan and work out very carefully. Several comrmoations have been made with local leader Sai
Thein Aung Kham, General Secretary of ShwelLi Valldyan Baptist Mission.

Sai Thein Aung Kham, NamKham, sent the followintijdeto Sai Htwe Maung regarding preparation
for Shan GCI in MayMyo.

February 16, 1996 (Translated from Shan)

Saya Sai Htwe and family,

May God bless you all. May this year be a blesgza. | hope you have received my letter. Our
Shweli Baptist Association decided to have Gream@ission Institute training in November. We
expect 40 people to attend. Please continue gusnpstruction regarding this training. If possikle
want to have it in ShwelLi. If not we will have it LaShio. | have visited Shan Church in MuongMyit
in January. One family has accepted the Lord. Wee Hauilt a center in MuongMyit for students to
live-in and go to school. It costs about Kyat 200,0We now need about Kyat 50,000. We expect we
can open it in June. Shan people from many plascesng to the Lord now. But our Shweli is still in
the darkness. They do not accept the light of el LWe are planning to have a Church in LoiLom for
Palong people. We are also going to have 40 dagsgelistic training from April 1 to May 13. Please
pray for us.

Co-worker in Christ, Sai Thein Aung Kham

Letter sent on June 29, 1998
Dear Dr. Htwe,

Greeting in name of our precious Lord Jesus Chriggceived your letter dated June 6th and
learned that you haven’t received my letter. Anywdlgank God for your letter reminding me about
not receiving my letter regarding the forth-comi@@| training in November. As we had discussed in
Rangoon, the training will be in MayMyo and the eatill be 8.11.1998 to 20.11.1998 as you
proposed. | would like to make 60 instead of 40rfr®hweLi Shan since it is possible for them todtav
to MayMyo. The EC of ShweLi Shan had divided papants according to Churches proportionately as
MuSe 15, NongSanKone 15, SeLan 5, MyoMa 5, Chirgs#anBong 2, LaShio 5, MoGoke 2,
MuongMyit 2, MuongHbar 2, Hill tribe 4.

Will it be all right? In MayMyo we have some Shaalibvers whom we have relied on for our meal.
They also entitled to attend. We will discuss laRRegarding translators we have Sai Htun Kyaw, Sai
Aung Win and myself. If Sai Stephen comes he wellabso ready to help. DaiMao and Burmese have
to be used depend on situation. We’'ll see to thatproblem.

Regarding expenses; (all in Kyat)

Traveling expenses;

MuSe to MayMyo 4,000 each x2x60 Total 480,000
NamKham to MayMyo 4,500 each

Allowance 400 each x2x60 Total 48,000
Lodging 200 each x14x60 Total 168,000
Meals 400 each x14x60 Total 336,000
Miscellaneous 8,000

Total 1,050,000 Kyat

| have estimated on 60 participants. We need te donation to the hall we use for training. You may
estimate altogether about 1,100,000 Kyat.

We are opening new fields in 9 areas and the Lorelsgus good harvest. We plan to open another field
in MuongWei and go full swing in Palong mission. \Weed your prayer and suggestion. Please write
and inform your Mainland China mission so that waymalso be somehow helpful to your mission.
God bless our Dai people through your tirelessngil

May the Lord blessing be on you and your whole fami

Abundant blessing, Yours in Christ' Service, Brbakh.
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Sai Htwe Maung sent the following letter to Sai ifh&ung Kham on July 22, 1998.

Greetings!

| am writing to you to confirm the following points

1. We have to change the training date to Noveribe27, 1998 because Franklin & Katie cannot join
us on the early date. We shall be arriving MayMyald". We hope all trainees will also arrive orf"14
15" is the first day and 27is graduation day.

2. We agree that the total number of trainees ball60 (5 from Yangon, and 5 from Southern Shan
State and 50 from the Northern Shan State )

3. I hope Rev. Kham will screen and choose the misable trainees who are interested and willong t
serve the Lord.

4. | will be recruiting 20 full-time evangelists $erve in full-time mission work after this traigin

In Christ, Sai Htwe Maung.

Sai Thein Aung Kham sent the following letter to Bawe Maung on August 3,1998
Dear Dr. Sai Htwe,

Thank you for reminder regarding Nov. GCI, MayMykhis is my third letter regarding our
forth-coming training. There is no problem regagdoate of our training. As for translators, we have
Sai Aung Win, Rev. Sai Htun Kyaw, you and myseifRev. Sai Stephen comes he will be able to
render some help. As for trainees | suggested 6Qvé& have discussed in Rangoon, 5 from Rangoon, 5
from S.S.S, 50 from ShweLi and some from MayMyo. l8ast our expenses will exceed Kyat
1,000,000. Pray that the Lord sees to our needgivitde all we need for training.

Presently our evangelism department is outing toShan within Kachin State. The Lord has
given us good harvests. Praise be His Name!

Abundant blessing
Yours in His Service, Rev. Sai Thein Aung Kham.

Reported from Rev. Franklin and Katie Williamson

We flew into Yangon and stayed overnight at thesthuguse of Sai Htwe Maung's sister. Then
we took a plane to Mandalay and upon arriving, veeled by van for about two and half hours
driving up into the mountains to the city of MayMylb is a small town but very cool and quiet. The
place where the training is held is a community balkhe local Karen Baptist Church. The students
stayed across the road at a place called Forest G& an old house that was given to the comtguni
for retreats and training. It is a large old Bhtistyle house. Everyone was sleeping on the flodnis
or her mats. The men on one side and the womeheoother. Everyone bathed outside at the well. The
kitchen is also outside at the back of the hoube. Man who runs the places says he has NEVER had
SO many staying there at one time before. The ihedtad ever had was 30 and we have around 80
people this time. The GCI team stayed at a hotegliwiwalking distance to the venue. It took abodit 2
or 30 minutes to walk. | am personally thankful ae not sleeping on the floor and bathing outside i
the cold.

Participants

We had 72 full-time participants who stayed throdgé whole program, while some of the
local people came and went. All of them are fronptiid Churches. They represent about 20 different
Churches. They were each sent here by their locatdbes for the training. Most are involved in some
way in the ministry of the local Church. We had atbequal women and men.
Our oldest participants were two elderly women @ge/ears. They were nurses who worked with Dr.
Seagrave, who worked at NamKham hospital and aingutsaining school one hundred years ago.
They were present for EVERY session and one inqudatr would get to the scripture before anyone
else. The one “grandmother” as the others calledshexcellent in English. These two ladies liveehe
in the city. Our youngest participant was a 17 yadr This young man is Chinese from up near the
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China border. Since he arrived without any shoesadther participants went out and purchased him
some shoes. The first week he also had no Biblewentually one was provided for him. He was very
attentive and we have seen him come alive duriageghchings. On one occasion, Winston was sitting
on a chair in the porch of the house and as heedatkit he started speaking to Winston in Mandarin.
When he discovered Winston did not speak his lagguse was so surprised and just laughed and
laughed.
Curriculum

We had to combine Level | and Level Il topics. lar @iscussion with Sai Htwe Maung, he
expressed several times that he did not want owkimow to divide the students into the classes. It
seemed to put him into a difficult situation. Thenmm we talked and discussed who would miss what
etc., Franklin, Katie, Roger and Dr. Sai all agréleat for most of the Level one topic; not to devid
them into groups. So from Sunday through to Fride®,took one topic per day. On Saturday, we
started at 8:0 AM taught 2 subjects in five hourslass.

Sun; Franklin Prayer

Mon; Roger Basic Doctrine

Tues; Franklin Holy Spirit

Wed; Katie Ministry Planning
Thur; Roger Spiritual Warfare

Fri;  Roger How to Study the Bible

Sat. AM 1st session (8:00 to 10:30)

Franklin; Christian Family (Men only)

Katie; Christian Family (Women only)

2nd session  (11:00 to 1:00) Roger Rice; VictoriGhsistian Living.
Sat; PM  Free Time

Sun  AM  Franklin Church service
PM  David Kueh Discipleship
Mon AM David Kueh Leadership
PM  Lau Tak Siong Effective Leadership
Tues AM  Winston Ee Biblical Basis for Missions
PM  Lau Tak Siong Church Planting
Wed AM David Kueh Local Church
PM  Winston Ee Praise & Worship
Thur AM  Winston Ee Evangelism
PM  Lau Tak Siong Homiletics
Faculty
Rev. Franklin & Katie Williamson, New Delhi, Indi&CI
Rev. Roger Rice, Australia- AO Support Director
Rev. Lau Tak Siong, Singapore - AO Director adilimg
pastor Winston Ee, Singapore- Operations Dir¢GGt)
Rev. David Kueh, East Malaysia - pastor
Dr. Sai Htwe Maung, Hong Kong - AO Myanmar
Interpreters

Dr. Sai Htwe Maung, Hong Kong, Rev. Sai Htun Ky&amKham, Myanmar,
Rev. Sai Aung Win, NamKham, Myanmar
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Daily Schedule

8:00 - 9:00 AM Chapel Service
9:00 - 10:30 ¥ Session
10:30 - 11:00 Break

11:00 - 12:00 ' Session
12:00 — 2:00 PM Lunch & Rest
2:00 - 3:30 % Session
3:30 - 4:00 Break

4:00 — 5:00 % Session

Evening Ministry

1% week

Sun - Roger Rice A word study on “Works and Deeds”

Mon - Sai Htwe Maung

Tue - Sai Htwe Maung

Wed - Sai Htwe Maung

Thu - Sai Htwe Maung

Fri- Sai Htwe Maung

Sat- Free
2" week

Sun - Winston Ee Prayer Life of Moses

Mon - Roger Rice Created for Good Works

Tues - David Kueh “One Thing” Ps.27

Wed - Lau Tak Siong “One Thing” Luke 10

Thu - Celebration night & Fun night

Special report from Sai Htwe Maung

| consider this GCI training very important forv@&Li and | take it very seriously because this
is the first training aiming solely for ShweLi Vayt Shan Baptist Churches. | have planned for this
training program for two years. | don’'t want to meainy mistake because it can give us serious
problem. | have communicated with Rev. Thein AunigaK, local organizer, General Secretary of
Shwelli, carefully to make sure that everything haen well prepared for the security and safetyuof o
foreign trainers as well as success of the trairfdggfar we have no problems in our past threaitrgs
with foreign trainers in Myanmar. It seemed to matteverything was well arranged before we arrived.
However to my shock surprise, when we arrived MagMywas asked by Thein Aung Kham to collect
all the passports from all our foreign trainers &m@o to see the authority and give them phota=pi
of their travel documents. It never happened tdefore. If we have to report to authority and give
them our travel documents it is not a good sign.yWdbes it happen? We have never had such
experience before. | went to district office witthéin Aung Kham. God is gracious! To my delight
surprise, the officer of the district office was mlg classmate when | was in high school in MayMyo
in 1963. He handled the matter very friendly. Rragod! We had to give nothing. We had no problem
till the end of our 10 days training.

Rev. Sai Htun Kyaw, who has returned from his gtundSingapore, and Rev. Sai Aung Win,
who has just returned from ten months study toamftJS, helped us doing translation. They did very
well. Some of the trainees have already attendedsecond GCI training in TaungGyi in 1995. They
enjoyed the teaching, fellowship and food. Manygéea@ame forward at dedication time. Some still do
not want to open to the new teaching, which thexeh@ever learned before. Some expressed, “This is
AOG teaching. We cannot use it in ShweLi.” Theydstiis at TaungGyi GCI in 1995. They say it
again now. But why do they invite GCI again if thilly not want to accept it? Why do they come? Most
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of our trainers showed good example in leadershgspiritual maturity but some of the local leaders
and pastors showed bad example by sitting outdidetriining hall during training time, chatting,
smoking cigar and drinking tea, not coming into ttass room to listen or to participate at all. It
happened at TaungGyi GCI. They are doing the samarener at MayMyo GCI. | was in tears at the
closing graduation service because | realizedttiegt did not open to receive the truth. This GGhis
most expensive in term of money, effort and sawifil pray and hope that it will bear fruit in late
time.

Testimonies
Sai Ye Ti
| had listened to Dr. Sai Htwe Maung’s radio pragrand God touched my heart and | wrote a letter to
him in Hong Kong. In fact | was brought up in thaugch but left when | was a young man. | owned a
liquor store and | sold it as well as | drank ey day | would listen to Dr. Sai’'s program while
drank and sold liquor. Then one day, God got thinotegme and | recommitted my life to Christ and
went back to Church. Now | have planted a Churath @m pastoring the Church. | heard about this
GCI training and | came on my own. (Dr. Sai wasegoited to come to meet his friend whom they
have known one another in the younger years)

Nang Nang

| was the number"of 7 children from very poor family. My father héeft the family and had many
wives. The mother was left with all the childrerdathey were always hungry and only had rags for
clothes. When | was 7 years old, | started tryimngvbrk for money to get books for my school. My
mother said she would feed and clothe her chilé@nshe could not afford to send them to school. |
was quite bright and | managed to get to schoolvaasl always first in my studies. My mother never
attended any of the awards days | received bechesgvas dressed in rags. | was also in rags bdt | d
not care as long as | could learn and study. Wheasl about 13 | was forced to quit school in otder
work to help the mother. | eventually decided tavie home and go to Thailand because | heard that
there was work there. | soon realized that the weds to prostitute myself and | could not bring
myself to do that so | was living with a very olcam The old man told me | must get married budl di
not want to marry at 16. The old man told me | doub longer live with him and | must marry the Thai
man. | did marry him and then | became a Christiament back to my mother’s house and lived with
my mother and worked with young women who retuomfrThailand with AIDS. | am working with
the Anglican Church but | am interested in Churtdning. | am considering working with Dr. Sai.

MayMyo GCI 1998
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5" Shan GCI, Yangon
July 5-15, 1999.

This is the first Shan GCI to be held in Yangomita city of Myanmar. It is more convenient
for foreign trainers to have training in Yangon &ase they do not need to travel again to othereplac
in Shan State. However it is not convenient ansl @xpensive for the Shan trainees to travel frévanS
States to Yangon. They came from Eastern Shan, Satghern Shan State and Northern Shan State.
There are few Shan Christians in Yangon. Shan @hur¢rangon has rented a hall for their worship
service on Sunday. However Yangon Shan Church ha®e da wonderful job in organizing,
participating and helping the event in leading siggYangon Shan Church has talented musicians. All
the trainees are Shan. Lectures are given in Englysforeign trainers and translated to Shan. Sai H
Shwe, Dr. Nang Hla Hla Win and I help in translatibuse Shan language when | teach.

All together 5 trainers and 70 trainees. Traineesewenewed, challenged and commissioned
after training. | hope that they all will be usedthe Lord in our future Shan missions.

Yangon GCI 1999 July

Trainers and subjects
Victorious Christian Living; Winston Ee

Ministry Planning; Katie Williamson
Leadership; Rev. Lau Tak Siong
Basic Doctrine; Rev. Franklin Williamson
Evangelism; Winston Ee

How to study the Bible; Katie Williamson

Prayer; Rev. Franklin Williamson
Praise and Worship; Dr. Sai Htwe Maung
The Holy Spirit; Rev. Franklin Williamson
Children’s Ministry; Local Trainer

Spiritual Warfare; Rev. Franklin Williamson
Power Theology; Rev. Franklin Williamson

Biblical Foundation for Missions; Winston Ee
Effective Leadership; Rev. Lau Tak Siong
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Local Church; Rev. Lau Tak Siong

Homiletics; Rev. Lau Tak Siong

Life & Teachings of Jesus; Katie Williamson

Discipleship; Katie Williamson

Church Planting; Dr. Sai Htwe Maung

Christian Family; Rev. Franklin & Katie Williamso

The teaching faculty also took turns ministeringheg nightly meetings, to challenge the students to
greater intimacy with God and greater commitmerHiigservice.

6™ Shan GCI, Yangon.
November 3-13, 1999.

Yangon GCI 1999 November

Trainers
Rev. Takashi Yoshida; Japan
Mr. Winston Ee; Singapore
Rev. Roger & Janet Rice; Australia
Rev. David Kueh; Malaysia
Dr. Sai Htwe Maung; Hong Kong
Rev. Jerry Yeoh; Malaysia
Trainees
77 attended Level 2 =40
Level 1 =37
Programs
Wed. 3% Nov;

L2 Biblical basis for mission (Winston Ee)
L3 Spiritual gifts (Takashi Yoshida)
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Evening: Takashi

Thu. 4" Nov

L2 Local Church (Takashi Yoshida)

L3 Key to effective ministry (Winston Ee)
Evening: Winston Ee

Fri. 5" Nov

L2 Discipleship (Sai Htwe Maung)

L3 Personal and financial management (Takashi Ydaghi
Evening: Sai Htwe Maung

Sat. 6" Nov

L2 Life and teaching of Jesus (Takashi Yoshida)
L3 People skill (Roger Rice)

Evening: Takashi Yoshida

Mon 8" Nov

L2 Christian family (Roger & Janet Rice)
L3 Leadership issue (Takashi Yoshida)
Evening: Roger Rice

Tue 9" Nov

L2 Effective leadership (David Kueh)

L3 Cults (Jerry Yeoh)

Evening: Sai Htwe Maung

Wed. 10" Nov

L2 Spiritual warfare (Jerry Yeoh)

L3 Survey of the Bible (David Kueh)
Evening: Jerry Yeoh

Thu. 11" Nov

L2 Power Theology (Jerry Yeoh)

L3 Pastoral ministry (David Kueh)
Evening: Sai Htwe Maung

Fri. 12" Nov

L2 Church Planting (Sai Htwe Maung)
L3 Conflict management (Jerry Yeoh)
Evening: David Kueh

Sat. 18' Nov

L2 Homiletic (Jerry Yeoh)

L3 Counseling (David Kueh)

Evening: Commissioning (Sai Htwe Maung)

The trainees came from Eastern Shan State, SouBiten State, Northern Shan State and
Yangon. It took 10 days for 15 people to travebing from Eastern Shan State to Yangon to attesd thi
training. It cost them about 5,000 Kyat for eachspa in travel expenses. A pastor’s monthly sairy
only 5,000 Kyat and our Footsoldier gets 3,000 Kyganthly support. Half of the trainees paid forithe
own expenses and came. They were the most attgpeoe in the class. They sang the most beautiful
choir. They had recorded ten choirs for my radiogpam. They traveled far away from China border.
They have invited us to hold national GCI in theiea in November 2000 with local sponsorship. They
re-contributed ten percent of the allowance thegireed from GCI to the expenses of the training. 15
people traveled from Northern Shan State, moshemt from NamKham. It took three days to get to
Yangon. They spent extra night on the road becafid®oding. One lady got sick on the way to
Yangon and had to be hospitalized after three daysining. One man attended full course of tnagni
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despite shivering with Malaria. 20 people travdiean the Southern Shan State. It took two dayseto g
to Yangon. There are only three Shan ChurchesanSibuth. 27 came from Yangon Churches and
others. Despite that Yangon Shan Church is only years old it has developed tremendously. They
hosted GCI twice this year very successfully. Thead worship & praise program. They have good
musician, song leaders and hard working members.

Difficulty

1. It takes a long time for trainees to get to Yang
2. It is too expensive to travel. They cannot afffar their traveling expenses.
3. GCl trainers cannot spend fulltime for the whadeirse with trainees.
4. Denominational minded is so strong in Baptisti€hes’ leaders.
5. Foreigners are not allowed to travel to soma afethe Shan State because of security and @litic
reason.

As we prayed for life changing ministry during trimg, we certainly had achieved it. Pastors,
lay leaders and many others repented and rededittede life.

Testimonies

Following his lesson on “The Biblical Basis for Miens,” pastor Winston asked for a show of
hands when he asked the class, “How many of youdMike Jesus to return quickly?” All but one
sister had their hands high up. Thinking that shd hot understood the relationship between the
Abrahamic Covenant and the return of Jesus, Wingtent on to revise that portion of the lesson.
When the question was asked again, the same siatethe only one with her hands down. At the end
of the lesson, she came up to Winston with teaemasting down her cheeks and explained, “Teacher, |
don’t want Jesus to come back yet because | havdarme anything for Him.” Her sincerity touched
Winston’s heart.

Pastor David Kueh shared a message on repentammeeinf the evening ministry sessions. A
pastor said in tears that he had confessed hi® shre Lord as he had been living like a Phariseba
hypocrite. He would return to his home Church wahnew life and new commitment.” At the same
session a brother who had drifted from ministry @nelsently engaged in business was on his knees
weeping in repentance. | told pastor Winston dummg of the mid-session breaks: “GCI is in the
business of changing lives; something big is gambgappen at this GCL.” Something big did happen.
Six trainees committed their lives to serve adiful footsoldiers for the Lord. Praise the Lord!

From this year our Shan graduates will take GCining deep into Shan State into areas
inaccessible to foreign missionaries. They havarmegd two GCls, in May and November 2000. GCI
will continue to make inroads with the other peogteups in Myanmar with a first time GCI for the
Burmans in July 2000.

7™ Shan GCI, TaungGyi, Southern Shan State.
May 18-24, 2000

51 people from various Shan Churches from Soutlsdran State attended. This is the first
training to be conducted with local trainers. A sioary to the Dai of China Mr. R. Minick helped us
teaching three days. He traveled with us by busathele night through from Yangon to TaungGyi.
Rev. Sai Aung Win, a pastor of MyoMa Church, Namkhand Sai Hla Shwe, a GCI graduate from
Yangon also helped us teaching.

There was a good experience. A Buddhist man fronbuko who had no knowledge of
Christianity but just recently converted came tterad the training. He was once possessed by evil
spirit. He was chained to the tree and beaten. & exorcised by witchdoctor but to no avail. He was
running on the street of the village naked. He alasut to be killed. But he was released and hdajed
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a Christian’s prayer. He had primary education oklg could barely read Shan. He had never sung a
Christian hymn in his lifetime. During training s&m, he sang western hymn in his own Buddhist
tune. It was amazingly beautiful. He is now servasgan evangelist among heathen Shan in KoLum.
Many Shan come to the Lord. A formal governmeniceff at the rank of township governor came to
attend the training. He confessed that he wasgete&om alcoholic addiction during the traininglan
now renewed and ready to serve the Lord. He wasdh my formal schoolteacher when | was in
secondary school in 1960.

TaungGyi GCI 2000

Subjects taught
Praise & Worship:  Sai Htwe Maung

Discipleship: Sai Htwe Maung
Leadership: Russell Minick
Christian Family: Sai Htwe Maung
Evangelism: Sai Htwe Maung
Church Planting: Sai Htwe Maung
Prayer: Sai Hla Shwe

Power Theology: Sai Hla Shwe
Ministry Planning:  Sai Aung Win
Spiritual Warfare: Sai Aung Win
Holy Spirit: Sai Hla Shwe

Local Church: Sai Hla Shwe
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8" Shan GCI, KengTung
February 2001
42 trainees attended.
Trainers: Rev. Takashi Yoshida, Rev. Jerry Yeoh

Report from Takashi

One week before | left for Myanmar there occurreabttle near the border between Myanmar
and Thailand and it was politically very unstab@f course the land border gate was closed.
KengTung, the town where the GCI was held this tirméocated several hours drive from the boarder
of China, Laos and Thailand. There was a small draut war in Maesai, Thailand. Maesai was hit
with numerous mortars and the border closed and llaés shelled several Burmese outposts. Burmese
feuding with the Shan has made spillover likelyngldong stretches of the Thai border, mostly
occupied with the Ahka villages | work with, so thidlages have lots of army in them, trucks, tanks,
mortars dug in and armored personnel carriers...cddfse it is the uncertainty about how much this
may escalate that is bothering most of the villaggsv. Sai Stephen, an Asian Outreach East Shan
State Director, and | had a discussion last Julydd< out a strategy for his area and decided te lza
multinational GCI for the footsoldiers. Who couleshdw that Stephen, a conspicuous leader with
tremendous passion for the souls, had to go toithetlae Lord only two weeks after we made a plan?
He was still 47 years old. | get there via Yangiwe, capital of Myanmar. | together with the newalc
coordinator, Rev. Sai Philip, put this plan intagice in order to raise young evangelists and €hur
planters in KengTung, Stephen’s hometown. Howewerthe very first GCI day, one and a half hours
after we started, we were stopped by the local gowent officers because of the boarder situation.
While our local coordinator tries to persuade tfieers we prayed to God for His mercy and grace. H
answered our prayer immediately and the local gowent gave us permission to restart the GCI
training again. Praise the Lord! The Lord has priate us from every danger. This time we had 42
students from Wa tribe, Lahu tribe, Shan tribe @andouple more from different tribes. After |
ministered for five days there, pastor Jerry Yeobmf Malaysia arrived and | handed over the
responsibility to him. The GCI continued until Mardst. During my visit to KengTung, | had an
opportunity to go to a small Ahku village called M¥yaing, which was evangelized by a graduate of
GCI. There are 125 Ahku tribe people in 33 hous#of them have come to the Lord, hallelujah!
On the way back to Japan, | had a meeting with s®aptist leaders in Yangon. After much
discussion, we decided to have a first GCI for A§Hon tribe and Pwokayin tribe in October 2001.
Both tribes have not yet been evangelized much.

KengTung GCI 2001
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Total Shan Evangelists Trained Under 2% Century Shan Mission Project

18 graduated from Myanmar Theological Seminardd88

14 graduated from three months training from JanteaMarch 1990 in KengTung.

14 graduated from three months training from JanteaMarch 1991 in KengTung.

19 graduated from one month training from Feb.12®2 to Mar. 22, 1992 in KengTung.

13 graduated from three months training from Spi992 to Nov. 30, 1992 in NamKham.

20 graduated from one month training from Feb.1283 to Mar. 28, 1993 in KengTung.

28 graduated from twelve days training from OcL, 3994 to Nov. 12, 1994 in Maesai.
(International GCI)

20 graduated from one month training from Jun1995 to Jun. 30, 1995 in KengTung. (Local
GCl)

42 graduated from 15-27 October 1995 in Taung(@yternational GCI)

40 graduated from 1-13 December 1997 KengTunergiational GCI)

72 graduated from 15-27 November 1998 MayMyo (lmdgonal GCI)

67 graduated from 5-15 July 1997 in Yangon. (imiéonal GCI)

77 graduated from 3-13 November 1997 in Yangare(hational GCI)

40 graduated from 1-13 December 1997 in KengTungd|l GCI)

51 graduated from 18-24 May 2000 in TaungGyi. @ldeCl)

42 graduated from Feb, 19 to Mar. 1, 2001 KengT{umtgrnational GCI)

Total 418 people have been trained.

New Life and New Hope

Great Commission Institute training program ham@medous impact on our Shan Churches in
Myanmar. The admirable and dedicated lives of threamivers of the GCI team are the best living
witness to our local pastors, Churches’ leadersmagichbers of the Churches.

Amidst difficult situations in Shan State, Myanmare are able to conduct eight trainings in
seven years. More than four hundred have gradumted the GCI programs. Even though Shan
Churches are more than one hundred year old, tleegtdl infants in terms of spiritual maturity. &h
glory of the Lord rarely seen in the life of theu@th. Miracles seldom happen in the Church. Many of
the Shan Churches are following one hundred yddrsaxdition.

A pastor, a GCI trainee, exclaimed: “I have attehdeany local training programs but | have
never seen any training like GCI. My life and myniing are completely changed. Unfortunately,
some of our Churches’ leaders are not here to hewshed they all were here.” Shan Churches are
lacking God appointed qualitative leadership, migiplanning, understanding of spiritual warfare an
a true understanding of the Christian family. G@Gleg new life and a new hope to our Churches.
Churches’ leaders are convicted and brought to Kmees in repentance and renewed. Broken families
are healed and young people are prepared to bukdGhristian families and strong Churches. The
Lord’'s servants are ready for spiritual warfare.nidiry planning helps to develop individuals
according to their calling.

Praise the Lord!
(Kae Zu Yai Tae Tae Ka) (Thank you very much)
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Goal # 2 Evangelism

How can we do evangelism among Buddhist Shan? Aoapto the history, evangelism among
the Buddhist Shan seems to be very difficult. Tlaeg the people who have their own gods and
teaching which they have been following and prawgialmost 2000 years. It is not easy for them to
abandon long and old tradition and practices, whiaty have adopted as their culture and adopt
Christian culture what we call Christian practiegsen they believe in Christ. They need great caurag
and sacrifice to confess their faith in Christ dgein their community, family and people who are
Buddhists. Many face discrimination, persecutiod arcommunication or sometimes being disowned
by family and community. It will not be difficuliotmake them knowing Christ because Shan are very
polite and willing to listen. Many Shan use to s&ll religions are good. It doesn’t matter what
religion you follow, what God you worship.” Someeevworship all kinds of god but it will be diffidul
to ask them to abandon all their traditions andafras in order to become Christian. Old peopletase
say, “I believe but | cannot abandon Buddhism.the year 1978 only 0.12% of five million Shan
believes in Christ, takes water baptism and becdbmesstians.

Rev. Sai Stephen on evangelistic tour

Sai Stephen had done a good job in the Eastern Stada in the past decade. As an Associate
Director of 2£' CSMP responsible for Eastern Shan State, findpcalpported by 21 CSMP since
1989. He was very committed, dedicated and ackieused to send out graduates from GCI training
and local evangelist training school to do evamsgeland Church Planting in chosen villages with full
support. We do not have many evangelists doing gatesm among the Shan. Most of the full-time
Christian workers are working in Churches as pastdery few Seminary graduates are going out and
preaching gospel to the Shan as evangelists orianases. We have to admit that the evangelism
among the Shan is not very successful. Most imptytave have to confess that we are not filled with
the Holy Spirit, we have not received the power,deenot speak with power, we do not work with the
power, we do not show the power and perform migitlelesus’ name, in the Power of the Holy Spirit.
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We also need to develop methods of gospel presemtatsily understandable and acceptable to
Buddhist Shan. Contextualization is very much intgioir subject to develop in Shan situation. Many of
our evangelists do not know how to present gospeBuddhists. Some western methods of gospel
presentation may not be very appropriate in Shétureu In the year 2001, only 0.4% of five million
Shan becomes Christians.

Goal # 3 Church Planting

There are five million Shan in Myanmar adopted Budioh as their religion since AD 71.
99% of Shan are Buddhists who follow Buddha'’s teaghidol and spirit worship. Their cultures are
based on Buddhist practices. Shan use to clainan@e Buddhists and Buddhism is Shan religion.”

A new Shan Church in Eastern Shan State

How can we plant Churches among the Shan? Plagtimgches is not just building church
buildings. A Church is a group of believers wittguar fellowship, worshiping and praising God
together as the beginning of a Church in Antioche iumber of believers could be varied from 5 to
500. But Shan Baptists do not agree with this d&im Most of the Shan Baptist’'s understanding of
“Church Planting” is confined to “building the clolr building.” The Shan Baptists do not consider the
fellowship of a group of believers as a Church withchurch building. If the church building is big
they call it a big Church regardless of the numbkebelievers, members, attendances and spiritual
maturity of believers. A senior pastor of JudsomurCh said to me, “Yangon Shan Baptist Church is not
a Church because they don’'t have ordained pasiey,don’t have youth association, they don’t have
women association, they don’'t have Sunday schbey, tlon’t have a church building and they are not
a member of any Baptist Association,” Is this aetdefinition of the Church? Yangon Shan Baptist
Church has more than one hundred members attengtjogar worship service every week and having
fellowship in communion every month at rented lail more than one year. The first Shan-Burmese
Church was planted in Toungoo in 1862 by Rev. Biwlith nine members within one year of mission
among the Shan refugees in Toungoo.
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Under leadership of Sai Stephen, about 44 new &lmmches planted in Eastern Shan State
within eight years. Shan Churches increased fronnZ®) in the Eastern Shan State and leading Shan
Churches to be able to form “Eastern Shan State Bhatist Convention® on January 19, 1997. In the
year 2000, Eastern Shan State Baptist Conventisrv@&han Churches with 8,500 baptized members.
The total number of Churches, including other agiaups, in Eastern Shan State increased to 110.

ShwelLi Valley Shan Baptist Mission, Northern Shaat& has 4 Churches and 875 members in
the year 1955. In fact these 4 Churches are thiece 4920. There are now 17 Churches in the North
with 2,292 baptized members in the year 2000. M @Gaurches in 45 years. In Southern Shan State
there are only 3 Shan Churches in 134 years.

Shan village setting

There are cities, towns and villages in the ShateStwhere the Shan live. There is at least one
pagoda and a Buddhist monastery in almost evelggeland town. It is very important for them to
have a pagoda to worship and offer sacrificesyiibaastery to get together to hear the chantinpef t
monks, offerings things to the monks for good menitl to celebrate Buddhist festivals. The villagers
use to collect offering, money and other thingbudd the monastery and pagoda. The village without
pagoda or monastery is considered to be poor eillRjchness is considered to be sign of blessihg. T
pagoda in the rich city or town or village is usguyabated with gold leaves. That is why the colbthe
pagoda is yellow whether it is coated with gold/Esor painted with yellow oil paint.

The village is usually governed by village chiefrmonk or abbot. They are the most powerful
influential persons in the village. When the ordemes from the monk all have to listen and obeg Th
monks, including chief monk, live in monastery ¢we tdonation, giving and offering of the villagers.
Foods, clothing, money and all provisions for thenks come from villagers. Monks have no other
source of income. The questions are;

How can we turn such village into Christian vill2ge

What will happen to the monks who live on suppord @onation of the villagers if the whole village
becomes Christian?

Can the most powerful Buddhist monk of the villag#ing to let his village become Christian village
If we cannot convert the whole village can we cahwee person or one family to Christianity?

What will happen to this “New Christian™?

How can we plant a Church in such Buddhist village?

Spying (Exploration)

The word “spying” was first found in Joshua 7:2 “@Gp and spy out the region.” We can use a
better word “exploration” or “survey” in modern ter Is it necessary to do “exploration about thellan
or village or people” before going in and start @tuPlanting? In the situation of planting Churches
among the Shan, it is important. The target arselfitrequires investigation. As it was suggested
previously, we cannot completely understand ouk tagtil we are able to define it in relation to the
particular area to be entered. That will requiretcwed study. But analysis should begin before
workers actually enter the area. No area shoulehibered with a Church Planting effort simply beeaus
some believer, however saintly, has a desire aoivi®r a work, however noble and lofty.

Sai Stephen said, “If you see the monastery invili@ge with monks, it is doomed to be a

failure in our effort to plant a Church there.” “Wese to go and start the work where there is no
monastery. A lot easier and more successful.” Why?
When we see a monastery and monks, it indicatesstthat the village is quite well established
Buddhist village and under influence of Buddhistnkwolt is not easy to break down the wall. Some
Buddhist monks in some villages often stop peomeg and listening to Christian preacher. The
planter is outsider, in other word, evangelistengssionaries are from other place.
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Christian village

How can the whole village become Christian villageaving monks without support or
donation? We have heard the story of the wholagdlturned to Christ in certain tribal groups.tis i
possible in Shan village? Monks are taken careyofillagers for their foods and living. Early ingh
morning monks use to go out with alms bowl to aillthe food (meal) for the day from generous
villagers who love to give foods to monks to eaood) merits. The monastery is also survived with the
offering of the Buddhist villagers. If the wholdlage turned to Christianity and no one offers atms
the monks and supply anything to the monastery wiiathappen to the monks and monastery? Can
the most powerful Buddhist monk of the village &gte let his village become Christian village?slt i
impossible for the monks to allow all the villagéescome Christians. They would put pressure to stop
mass conversion as much as possible they can by tlsir influence, authority and power. The only
possibility of converting the whole village to Cétran village is to “first convert the most influéeai
one like chief monk or village head” and the refsthe villagers will not be difficult. If possiblmake
disciple of the monk, train him and let him be gastor and live on Church support. The village bl
very quiet because the Shan pastors and Churobadérls do not allow the Shan believers to play
gong-mong Shan music and dance in their festivajaeore.

Individual and family conversion

Can one person or one family becomes ChristianuddBist village? The philosophy “all or
none” is quite applicable in some situation. Ifiagke person from the family believes in Jesus and
abandons Buddhism, he/she will probably be exconcated from the rest of the family. Sometime
he/she is refused to eat with the rest of the familasked to leave the house. In some cases a new
believer is disowned by family and he/she lossefahr right to inherit the heir of the family besalof
conversion. Winning a young man from the familywa as good as wining the head of the family. In
Shan culture, the head of the family has highethiaaity. All the family members use to listen and
obey the father. Sometimes when the father beligv&hrist, all family members follow. That is why
when asking about the number of believers in ther€ village or town; they use to ask “how many
Christian family in your Church, village or town.”

If one family from the village becomes Christiardaabandons Buddhism, what would happen
to them? They would be treated as “betrayer of Shemple and Buddhism” and they would be
abandoned by other families in social relationskygzommunicated from society in social activity and
gathering and in the worse case asked to leaveiltage. That is why seeing “Christian village” nst
uncommon among the Shan villages. Christian villdgesn't mean we have converted the whole
village into Christianity. In fact we have to mo@éristian families out of their original village @find
a new place for them to live and start a new vélaince they were considered outcasts. In some
situation, Christian village and Buddhist villageanly divided by a small three feet wide demaatati
path.

New Christian challenge

What will happen to this new Christian? A young nhaid a wife and a newborn baby. He came
to know Christ and accepted Jesus as his Saviorbaptized. Because of his faith in Christ and
conversion, his father in-law asked him to leavehhbuse, his wife and the baby. He had nowhere to g
but to move out and lived in the farm of other perfor almost a year until his father in-law call@ch
back home and allowed him to live with his wife aidld again. In this case we praise God because al
the family members later became Christians.

A new Christian family was tested of their newtiaiSoon after they believed in Christ and
became Christians, a group of young people gathierént of the door of their house every night,
beating drum loudly, making noise and disturbingirtisleep. Their belonging and utensils were stolen
from home and they were challenged, “You Chrissaid, forgive, love, give, tolerate, if people take
your clothes give your coat, if they force you toane mile go another mile. You must not take aféen
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what we have done.” Sometimes when they were gathén a house for worship, the house was
stoned. When a young child went out to buy foodMas slapped. Some make a comment “If you are
not a Buddhist you are not a Shan” and discrimiagganst them.

Difficult Church Planting
How can we plant a Church in such situation?
Zechariah 4:6 So he said to me, “This is the wdrthe LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by
power, but by my Spirit,” says the LORD Almighty.”

1. Power of the Holy Spirit

It is vitally important to be filled with the Holgpirit and His power and authority in planting Cthes
among the Shan Buddhist. Even though they callethselves Buddhists, they also worship many
spirits. Spiritual warfare is unavoidable in damprk of evangelist, missionary and Church planter.
myself have encountered three times in three wesle | was in mission field. Some Church planters
loose the battle in spiritual warfare and havectosiat or abandon the field.

Shan Buddhists want to listen and know about trad @&d about life after death. But they would not
believe or accept Christianity easily at one megtin one hearing without debate. They would ask
many questions, debate and challenge with their beliref. The most effective way of wining Shan
Buddhists is “showing miracle through the powethe# Holy Spirit.” For instance, in one village, no
one wanted to become Christian because they wée ltappy and satisfy with their life. But one day
young lady was possessed by the evil spirit andvese out of control. She was very aggressive. No
body could drive the spirit out. Finally they calla young evangelist to come and drive out demon.
Evangelist prayed and cast out the demon. Immédgitte lady ran out from the house and collapsed
on the ground lying motionless for a few minutesd #imen came round. She was completely released
from the evil spirit under their own eyes. Afterstimiracle many villagers accepted Jesus. Jestmebe
crucifixion, has told his disciples to “cast ouetdemons” and again after resurrection, commanded u
to be filled with the Holy Spirit and power to castdemons.

2. Dedication and Sacrifice

Mission work among the Shan is not easy. It regugeeat dedication and big sacrifice. Hardship and
danger are unavoidable. They must be strong anggeous. They must surrender and carry the cross.
If we only want to serve in well-established Chuticl gospel will never reach the Shan. The roads an
travel to Shan villages are difficult and dangerduse jungles of Shan States are infested with Nala
Living standard is very low. If the American missasies could stand those hardship and sacrifice in
our land and for our salvation how much more shawdddo for our own people. Christian workers
being seen by the Shan as “Introducer of WestetigiBe.” We face opposition from different angles.

If we are friendly to them we can easily have mémgnds. When we get friendship from the monks
and village leaders we can easily approach andcpréee gospel to the people. Remember to make
friend with those who have authority over the \g#aso that we can work peacefully.

3. Holistic Approach

Buddhist Shan love to give money, alms, and otlffering to the monks and offer meals to the people
believing that this is good action to get good mésr future life. If we, evangelists, missionaries
pastors, only preach the “gospel of love” to thegle without showing our love in action for them to
see it is not easy for them to believe the gospkiss we prove by our action. Many missionariethéo
Shan were medical doctors and they evangelizegébgple through medical work and education. It is
guite successful when we offer medical, educasogjal and material help to them showing the ldve o
God in action. Feeding the poor, clothing the nakedling the sick, casting out demons, preachiag t
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gospel, teaching the commandment of love and saWiaegsoul are the best strategies in reaching the
Shan.

The social action will vary enormously from contéxtcontext, but will concentrate on achievablesaim
and working in solidarity with others “of good Wilih the community. The worship of the Church will
be related to its community action, not disconngd®m its social context. The partnership with
members of the wider community opportunities wilisa for sharing faith with those who already
know Church members through shared involvement.

We should have the whole Church, the whole Gosp¢hé whole World as declared by Lausann Il
World Evangelization Congress in Manila in 1989.

4. |dentification

Shan people are quite “nationalistic’ and “patddtiWwhy? According to history they were being
attacked and governed by other people since thsirkingdom in AD 225. Today they were scattered
to many parts of Asia. Shan people can be founthdma, China, Myanmar, Laos, Thailand and
Vietnam. But they do not have their own independ@mgdom or country or land today. They become
minority in the other land. They always want toumted and have their own land.

Shan always offer very warm welcome to any one vdentify with them as a Shan or the one who
show them love and concern. When | went to Yunr@oyth-west of China in 1997, to find Shan
people whom | have never met before but | havedhabout them since | was a child. When | was on
the street of Dehong, Yunnan, | met three men wglkin the road near rice field. | started talkiog t
them in Shan language and identifying myself tortles a Shan from Shan State. When they identified
me as a Shan by my Shan cultural tattoo on my drmas warmly welcomed and invited to stay with
them, be their guest, eat with them, visit the famiof Shan people and | was introduced to all the
people in the village. They even allowed me tottedim about Jesus.

| met a missionary from Holland. She lives and vgoramong Shan people for 30 years in
MaeHongSon. She lives in Shan village, wears Shessdeats Shan food and speaks Shan language to
be identified with locals. She has Shan name. Heistny is very successful.

5. Building Church Building

Is building a church building important or necegsésr Shan Christians? Shan people consider
monastery as holy place. They do not wear sandalaes even in the muddy ground of the monastery
compound. They always go to monastery for worshigh @ any kind of religious rite. Shan do not feel
“home” as holy place so that they can worship Godhie home. However Shan Christian do have a
home fellowship and home service apart from Chuwehvice at the Church. Shan believers also
consider church building as a holy place where tay meet God and worship Him. They use to take
off their shoes or sandals before going into chuyaliding. They sit properly and do not speak out
loud. They never make loud noise, never play gaaras$,do not eat in church building. Rev. Bixby, the
first missionary to the Shan, built a church bunfglin Toungoo just two years after his arrival.

Building a beautiful and attractive church buildinghich makes the people feel “holy”, is importamt
the heart of Shan believers. That is why we carbggebeautiful and expensive church building, viahic
cost millions of Kyat when they do not have muchneyto spend on evangelism and mission. Shan
Christians put “Building Church building” very imgant ministry in their Christian life. Believersea
willing to give bigger sum of money to church bunig fund than to mission. We need to have a church
building whether big or small for worship.

Problems
1. Thousand years old culture and Christian prestic
Since Shan has adopted Buddhism as their religime AD 71, all their festivals and practices
are becoming their culture. Shan claim, “Buddhisrhan culture” and “Shan culture is Buddhism.” If
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it is so how a Shan can become a Christian? AlnSblristians have to abandon their culture and
adopt Christian culture when they become ChristiBysthe way what is Christian culture? Is Western
culture Christian culture? Is American culture Ghan culture? Do we have to wear long pant, te an
suite, eat bread and butter and sing western satig piano, guitar and drum when we become
Christian? Shan Christians were asked to abandem thid practices, their traditional musical
instruments, their traditional folk songs and dandkeir wedding customs, their new home dedication
ceremony, festivities etc when they become ChnstiaVhy? Because Shan pastors and Christian
leaders said that all Shan cultures are Buddhististices, which should not be continued in Clarsti
life.

How can a Shan become Christian?

How can a Shan Christian maintain his identity?

2. Shan are still un-reached group

According to Joshua Project 2000, Shan people teclassified as “un-reached group” in
Asia. Only 0.4% of total five million populationseaChristians with 92 Churches in 140 years. WE sti
need to do more, work harder and develop bettemam@ effective strategies in reaching Shan. Ways
of reaching the un-reached have been explored imfecences and seminars. Prodigious efforts to
communicate the gospel by means of radio and fitexato people who are sealed off from a
missionary presence have been undertaken. Stratégigeaching populations behind closed doors,
which are now opening up again, are being resedrchiee true Christian can only rejoice at these
efforts. The Word of God does single out for spleaitention those who have never heard about Christ
Missionaries are to be sent so that such peoplatrhigar and be saved. Who will work with us? Who
will help us reap the harvest?

The questions remain
How can we ask them to abandon their two thousasaisyold traditions and practices in order to
become Christian?
How can we allow them to continue their traditi@msl practices when they become Christian?
Why is Christian mission among the Shan not vecgessful?

Conclusion on Twenty-first Century Shan Mission Prgect

Total number of Shan Churches in Shan States araohivigr today is 92.
Total number of baptized members today is 10,792.

Total number of evangelists trained is 418.

According to our 2¥ Century Shan Mission Project;

Have we hit our target?

Have we achieved our goal?

The total numbers of evangelists trained are ntae expected.

Total numbers of baptized members are half of alget.

Total numbers of Shan Churches are half of ouetarg

There are no less than fifty Shan fellowship growpsshipping God regularly but they do not meet the
Baptist requirement to be called “Church”

| praise God for the achievement in the Easterm Siate.
They have run the race and achieved the goal.
| hope Shan Churches will continue to run till gredl of 23 Century.



