He Calls – We Follow
What does Jesus mean when He says, “follow me?”

Jesus means we have to go with Him where He goes, to see what He wants us to see, to learn what He wants us to learn, to do what He wants us to do and to be like Him.
Jesus first called twelve disciples to follow Him.

All those He called, followed Him “immediately” without delay.

Matthew 4:18-22 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.  “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.”  At once they left their nets and followed Him.  Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them,  and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed Him.
These four fisher men “followed” Jesus “immediately” when they were called. We don’t see them asking questions. We don’t know whether they understood when Jesus said, “I will make you fishers of men.” But they left everything and followed.
Matthew 9:9 As Jesus went on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” He told him, and Matthew got up and followed Him. 

Matthew, a tax collector, was called and he left his tax collecting booth and followed Jesus.

Matthew 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me”. 
Our plan, wishes and ideas may not be in line with His. We Must deny ourselves, not just  we should or we ought to.  If we really want to follow Him we must go where He goes, no choice whether we like it or not. Sometimes we use to sing at the Church “I surrender all” joyfully and enthusiastically, but the question is do we really surrender all and follow? It is not good to say,  “I don’t mean it. I am just singing a song”
Matthew 19:21 Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
Why did Jesus asked this young rich man to sell his possessions, to give it to the poor and then follow Him? The reason was this rich young man loved his possessions more than his salvation. He was greedy and not willing to share his material blessings to others. That’s why he could not follow Jesus. Sometimes we have to leave the things that we love most in order to follow Him. We shall have to miss good TV program to go to Church.
John 12:26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me. 
Serving is following. It is not good for us, the servants of God, to ask God to follow us. We must not go ahead of our master Jesus Christ. We must not ask Jesus to help us doing what we want to do instead of asking Jesus to help us doing what He wants us to do. We should not invent some new things by our own ideas and imaginations which are not the teaching of Jesus, nor from the Bible and making Jesus as a scapegoat. 
Luke 14:28-32 Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule Him, saying, “This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.”  Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand?  If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 
Before we decide to follow Jesus, we must understand and know the cost of following Him.

There may be poverty, suffering and persecution in following Jesus as Jesus has suffered as an example. If we dare not to face difficulty, poverty, persecution and suffering because of Christ and gospel, we cannot follow Him. Some people wrongfully think that they will be prosperous, rich, healthy and happy, having  problem-free life if they follow Jesus. It is not so. Jesus never give such promises.
1 Peter 4:12-16 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you.  But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when His glory is revealed.  If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.  If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler.  However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 

Matthew 10:16 I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.  

John 6:66-67 From this time many of His disciples turned back and no longer followed Him.  “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. 
We don’t know who had turned back and no longer followed Jesus.

We know some Christians do abandoned their faith because of various reasons and do not follow Jesus any longer. We must not be one of them.
Luke 9:59-62 He said to another man, “Follow me”. But the man replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father”. Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God”. Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my family”. Jesus replied, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God”. 

These two persons gave reasons to delay their following Jesus. They did not say they would not follow but they said they wanted to something first. But Jesus wanted them to follow Him  immediately. Was Jesus so demanding? Not at all. The opportunity of following Him is “when He calls.” If the president calls you to have dinner with him, will you say “wait till next week?”  Jesus will not stay there and wait for us until we have  finished our works. He will go other places. When He calls us, we must not give an excuse and delay our following Him. We must not miss such a rare and wonderful opportunity.
Dear brothers and sisters,

If you’ve heard Jesus is calling you today to follow Him, just trust Him and follow immediately. It is a WONDERFUL BLESSING to follow Jesus. Be proud to be “followers of Jesus Christ, King of Kings, Lord of Lords.”
Blessings!
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