Gifts of Holy Spirit

What is a gift?
It is something acquired without compensation or without payment. (Webster Dictionary)

The act of bestowing a favor or an item on another person without expecting anything in return.
(Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)

What is Spiritual Gift?
A Spiritual Gift is a special divine empowerment bestowed on each believer by the Holy Spirit to accomplish a given ministry God's way according to His grace and discernment to be used within the context of the Body of Christ.
What are Spiritual Gifts?
Spiritual gifts are special gifts bestowed by the Holy Spirit upon Christians for the purpose of building up the church. The list of spiritual gifts in 1 Cor 12:8-10 includes wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, discerning of spirits, speaking in tongues, and interpretation of tongues. Similar lists appear in Eph 4:7-13 and Rom 12:3-8.

The apostle Paul indicated that these gifts are equally valid but not equally valuable. Their value is determined by their worth to the church. In dealing with this matter, he used the analogy of the human body. All members of the body have functions, Paul declared, but some are more important than others. The service of each Christian should be in proportion to the gifts which he possesses (1 Cor 12-14).

Since these gifts are gifts of grace, according to Paul, their use must be controlled by the principle of love-the greatest of all spiritual gifts (1 Cor 13).

(Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)

Out pouring of Spiritual Gifts is foretold 

Isa 44:3 For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; 

I will pour out my Spirit on your offspring, and my blessing on your descendants. 

Joel 2:28 And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. 

Act 2:38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

There are different kinds of Gifts
Romans 12:6-8 We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. 
If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 
If it is serving, let him serve; 
if it is teaching, let him teach; 
if it is encouraging, let him encourage; 
if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; 
if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; 
if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. 

1 Cor 12:4-6, 8-10, 28. There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. 
To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, 
to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 
to another faith by the same Spirit, 
to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 
to another miraculous powers, 
to another prophecy, 
to another distinguishing between spirits, 
to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and 
to still another the interpretation of tongues. 
And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, 
second prophets, third teachers, 
then workers of miracles, 
also those having gifts of healing, 
those able to help others, 
those with gifts of administration, and 
those speaking in different kinds of tongues. 

Hebrews 2:4 God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will. 

1 Peter 4:10-11 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

Even though there are many different kind of gifts, Christians are only talking and exercising the gifts such as, gift of healing, gift of prophesy, gift of speaking in tongues and have forgotten other gifts. Actually all the gifts are equally important in serving the Church and others.
Not every Christian possesses all the gifts.

Not a single Christian who does not have any gift.

Some Christians may have more gifts than others.

Holy Spirit gives according to His own desire.

We cannot buy the gift with money. 

We cannot earn the gifts.

We cannot study and attain the gifts.

We cannot train to receive the gifts of Holy Spirit. It is interesting to see some Christians attending training programs to receive the gifts of healing, the gifts of prophesy, the gifts of doing signs and wonders, etc. Can we receive the gifts by human methods, teaching and instruction? Not at all. Training can only help us develop our gifts which we have already possessed. All the disciples received the gifts WITHOUT learning or training. The gifts are supernaturally imparted to us by Holy Spirit by Grace through Faith. No academic qualification required but spiritual qualification is a must. We must not pretend that we have the gift if we don’t really have it.

How will you know that you have the gift? Let others tell you. Let your friends or Church members tell you. You cannot say that you have it if the people don’t see that you have it. For example, you cannot say that you have the gift of teaching, if your students say that they don’t understand what you are talking about. Let your students say whether you have the gift of teaching or not. You cannot say that you have the gift of leadership when no one follows you. You cannot say that you have the gift of preaching when listeners say that they don’t understand your sermon.
The Purpose of Giving us the Gifts of Holy Spirit
Spiritual gifts are not for personal benefit or selfish gain. Rather, they are for the benefit of the body of Christ, the Church. Some misuse the gifts of Holy Spirit for self-gain and self-reputation.
When properly exercised, spiritual gifts will contribute to the overall health and growth of the Church. What good is it if we don’t use the gifts of God for God? When Holy Spirit first came upon disciples on the day of Pentecost, they received the gift of speaking in tongues (other languages) and they spoke the message of salvation. Many people from different language groups heard the message in their own language. Three thousand believed, repented and baptized. This is the primary purpose of giving the gift of speaking other tongues (other languages) and they used it accordingly. We must not use the gift if it is not for common good of others and Church. What’s the use of speaking, doing or showing something that is not beneficial to others but to you only? All the gifts are intended for His glory, not our glory.
1 Corinthians 12:7 - "Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good."

Ephesians 4:12 - "to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up"

1 Peter 4:10 - "Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others..."

May you receive more and more Spiritual Gifts for His glory, building up the Church and benefits of others.

Blessings!
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