Forsake All and Follow Jesus

Some claim that becoming Christian is easy. One just has to say that he believes in Christ and takes water baptism so that he becomes Christian. He has nothing to give neither financially nor materially. But becoming Jesus’ disciple is very difficult. He needs not only to believe and take water baptism he needs to give up everything and follow Jesus.
In human thinking it is very difficult, if not impossible, to forsake ALL and follow Jesus.

ALL means everything. Let us see how people abandoned ALL and follow Jesus to be His disciples.

Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew left their boat and their father and followed Jesus when they were called.
Matthew 4:18-22 (Mark 1:20) As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.  “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” At once they left their nets and followed Him. Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed Him.  

The boat was actually their life-support. They caught the fish for their living, for the whole family, by boat. Now they left their nets, their boat, even their father and followed Jesus. Was it easy or difficult?
What have we left when we follow Jesus? Some may have left many. Some may have paid a very high price to be His disciples. . Some were even abandoned by their family because of their faith in Christ. I think all of us, disciples of Jesus Christ, have paid something, if not all, to become His disciples.
A rich man who does not want to lose his wealth cannot follow Jesus
Mark 10:21-23 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” He said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”  At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. 

Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!" 

Is it easy to sell everything what we have and give all the money to the poor and follow Jesus?
Some of us have money. But we don’t want to give it to the poor and the needy. There are people, who do not have food to eat, clothe to wear. Have we given any to them?

Tax collector, a rich and wealthy man left everything and follow Jesus
Luke 5:27-28  After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him, and Levi got up, left everything and followed Him. 

Tax collector’s job is the most lucrative and easy job. He just needs to sit in his booth and collect the money from people. No hard working. Money just flow into his hand. But when Jesus called him, he abandoned his good earning job, his booth, his money and followed Jesus.
Dare we to leave well paid job and follow Jesus if we were called? Yes. Some did.

Many medical doctors from United States abandoned their well paid jobs and came to Burma one hundred fifty years ago to serve among the poor and needy. Today over one million become Christians in Burma.

Luke 14:33 In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple. 

This is a very strong demand from Jesus.
Who does not GIVE UP EVRYTHING cannot be His disciple.

What have we given up? Time? Talent? Gold?, Reputation? Power? Position? Money? Job? Family? Friend? Addiction? Sleep? Vacation? Pleasure? Promotion? Comfort? Relationship? Etc.

Benefit of forsaking all for Jesus
Matthew 19:27-30 Peter answered Him, “We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?”  Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life.  But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first. 

Peter asked what they may have for leaving everything and following Jesus.

We may think it is a loss to leave everything and follow Jesus.
Jesus said that we would receive hundred times as much, will inherit eternal life and will sit on twelve thrones.

Dear fellow disciples of Jesus Christ,
Let us forsake everything for Jesus if He has asked for it.

Blessings!
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