Does God Speak Directly To Man Today?

Winford Claiborne

The International Gospel Hour

P.O. Box 118

Fayetteville, TN 37334

(More detail: Ref: http://www.gospelhour.net/1970.html)

If you listen regularly to radio or to television evangelists, you are likely to hear the following: “God spoke to me this morning and gave me this message for you.”  Several years ago Oral Roberts told his listeners that God had instructed him to build the “City of Hope,” a medical complex associated with Oral Roberts University.  Pat Boone’s book, Dr. Balaam’s Talking Mule (Van Nuys, CA: Son-Rise Books, 1974), severely judges people who have settled for ritual and dogma instead of listening to what the Holy Spirit has in store for this generation.  According to Pat, we speak of the all sufficiency of the scriptures and it does not occur to us that the Holy Spirit still wants to “write more chapters in our lives” (p. 32).


Many of the television evangelists preach different and contradictory doctrines.  Some of their teachings have to be false.  Contradictory doctrines cannot all be true.  Their teachings not only contradict each other; they also contradict the word of God.  If we search the scriptures to determine whether these things are so, are we not being noble as were the Bereans (Acts 17:11)?  Do Christians and other concerned Bible students have a right--no, a responsibility--to examine the teachings of Robert Tilton, Kenneth and Gloria Copeland, Oral Roberts and Paul Crouch to see if they harmonize with the Bible?  Once we have determined that a certain doctrine is false, what are we supposed to do?  Peter speaks of “damnable heresies” which false teachers were promoting and which bring destruction on those who follow those doctrines (2 Pet. 2:1).  Are we required to remain silent when we know false doctrines are being preached?  Is that the way Christ and his apostles dealt with false doctrines?


My question to you today is: “Does God Speak Directly to Man Today?”  I am not asking whether or not God spoke directly to men in ages past.  We know from what the Bible teaches that God directly revealed himself to his prophets, his priests and others in times past.  Several examples--both from the Old Testament and from the New--will show conclusively that God spoke directly to certain people in ages past.  
The question I am asking today is not, “Does God speak to man today?  But does he speak directly to man today?  Could God speak--does he speak--in some way other than directly, miraculously, supernaturally?  I know of no teacher, who claims to be a Christian, who denies that God has in some way revealed himself through the scriptures.  There are differences and disagreements regarding how much of the Bible is the word of God, but most religious teachers--whether conservative, evangelical, fundamentalist or liberal--believe God has, in some way, used the scriptures to reveal himself to man.  


But has God actually ceased speaking directly to men today?  Two very important passages must be carefully examined: 2 Peter 1:3 and Jude 3.  Peter’s second letter tells us how very important knowledge of God and of his will really is.  “Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, according as his divine power has given unto us all things pertaining to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who has called us to glory and virtue” (2 Pet. 1:2-3).  If God has given us all things pertaining to life and godliness, what is left for modern prophets to reveal?  What could Mary Baker Eddy or Joseph Smith or Pat Boone or Robert Tilton have to say to this generation which is not already found in God’s book?  If what they have to say is not in God’s word, how can we be sure it comes from God?

My friends, the canon of scripture was closed with the book of Revelation.  There have been no new revelations since then.  We have not had additional revelation because we do not need any.  So how does one account for men’s and women’s claim to have received direct revelation from God in our day?  Are those who make the claims sincere?  I am not in the business of judging sincerity.  I do know if they are sincere.  And sincerity has absolutely nothing to do with the question we are studying.  I do have serious questions when the so-called “revelations” relate primarily to money which a given television or radio ministry so desperately needs.


Are the men and women who claim that God speaks directly to them today trying to deceive others for the benefit of their own ministries?  Again, I do not know.  I am not attempting to judge the motives of men like Robert Tilton, Kenneth Copeland or Kenneth Hagin.  That deceivers have arisen in every generation cannot be disputed, but I do not know if these men are deliberately trying to deceive.  Even though I am not judging their motives and have no right to, we must judge what they say.  We must compare their teaching to what the scriptures reveal.  When Jude declares that the faith has once been delivered to the saints, you can know for sure that modern revelations are not from God--whatever the motivations of the ones who claim to receive them.


Are the men and women who claim to speak directly to and for God today deceived?  Have they been mislead by other teachers or preachers into believing God has spoken to them and will continue to speak to them directly--that is, separate and apart from the word?  My friends, there is always a grave danger that we have been deceived and can be.  That was Paul’s reason for warning against being deceived.  But whatever the case, God does not speak directly to man--any man--today.


Let us close our study today with one final question: What does God want us to know that he has not revealed in his word?  Pat Boone says God wants to write more chapters in our lives.  What does he want to write that he has not already written?  Does he want to give us a new gospel or a new way of obeying the old gospel?  Has he not told us in his word how to obey his commands so that we may be saved eternally?  Has he changed his mind since the canon of scripture was closed with John the apostle on the Isle of Patmos?


Does God want to reveal more about Christian living?  What has he failed to tell us in his word about holiness, righteousness, godliness and sanctification?  If he did not tell us all men need to know, how have people through the centuries been able to get along without that information?  Does he want to reveal new information about the end of the age and the world to come?  My friends, we have in the Bible all the information we must have to become Christians and to remain faithful Christians.  Is that not what Paul meant when he wrote: “All scripture is inspired of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished (or completely furnished) unto all good works” (2 Tim.  3:16-17). May I encourage you to believe the truths of God’s holy book, to obey them and teach them to others?  “Thy word have I hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against thee...Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path” (Psa. 119:11, 105).

 

