20. Right Motive
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Matthew 6:1 Be careful not to do your act of righteousness before men, to
be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in
heaven.
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Discussion:  Act of righteousness before men
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1 Thessalonians 2:3-6 For the appeal we make does not spring from error
or impure motives, nor are we trying to trick you. On the contrary, we
speak as men approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are
not trying to please men but God, who tests our hearts. You know we
never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed—God is
our witness. We were not looking for praise from men, not from you or
anyone else.
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Discussion:  Not just to please men but to God
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James 4:3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong
motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.
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Acts 8:18-21 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on
of the apostles” hands, he offered them money and said, “Give me also
this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the
Holy Spirit.”  Peter answered: “May your money perish with you,
because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! You
have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right
before God.
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Discussion:  Ask with wrong motive
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Matthew 10:26 So do not be afraid of them. There is nothing concealed
that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known.
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Mark 4:22 For whatever is hidden is meant to be disclosed, and whatever
is concealed is meant to be brought out into the open.
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Luke 8:17; 12:2 For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and
nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out into the open.
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1 Timothy 5:25 In the same way, good deeds are obvious, and even those
that are not cannot be hidden.
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I Corinthians 4:5 Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time;
wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness
and will expose the motives of men’s hearts. At that time each will
receive His praise from God.
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Discussion:  Will be exposed before God
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