Disciples of Jesus Christ are “called”

We believe in Jesus Christ, we follow Him, we are baptized in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit and we are Christians who adhere to His teaching and put them into practice in our daily living. We are His disciples.

We, the disciples of Jesus Christ, are “called” by Jesus.

Without calling of Jesus, we cannot be His disciples. 

1 Corinthians 1:26 Brothers, think of what you were when you were called . Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth.

1 Timothy 6:12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.
Disciples are “called”

Mark 5:18-20 As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. Jesus did not let him, but said, "Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you , and how he has had mercy on you." 
Former demon-possessed man wanted to follow Jesus. But Jesus did not allow him.

Becoming Jesus’ disciple is not our own desire but His calling.

Matthew 4:18-22  As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.  “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.”  At once they left their nets and followed Him.  Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them,  and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed Him. 

Disciples were called while they were actively at work. 
We shall also be called into His divine service when we are actively at work.

May not be after retirement.

Matthew 9:9 As Jesus went on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” He told him, and Matthew got up and followed Him.

Matthew was collecting money, good and profitable job.

He was a rich man. Jesus called him. He got up and follow Jesus immediately.

Are we dare to abandon our well earning job and follow Jesus if He calls us?
Acts 9:4-6 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul , Saul , why do you persecute me?" "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied. "Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do." 

Paul was called when he was actively on duty to persecute Christians.

Jesus called “Christian Greatest Enemy” to be His disciple and Apostle.
Jesus calls any one He wants. Not we want but He wants.

The calling is “with purpose”. He wants us to do His works so that He calls us.

We, disciples, have something to do special assignment from Him.

Do we know what is it?
John 15:16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. 
Matthew 10:1 He called His twelve disciples to Him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. 

He empowered disciples and gave them special assignment over sickness and evil spirits.
Galatians 1:15-17 But when God, who set me apart from birth and called me by His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not consult any man,  nor did I go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I was, but I went immediately into Arabia and later returned to Damascus. 

Romans 8:30 And those He predestined, He also called; those He called, He also justified; those He justified, He also glorified. 

Ephesians 1:11-12 In Him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of Him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of His will, in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of His glory. 

Disciples are predestined.

John 10:2-4 The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice.

He calls us by name.
Let us give thanks to Jesus for calling us to be His disciples.

Let us serve Him joyfully without fear.
Blessings!
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