Disciple of Christ must be Honest and Sincere

According to Webster dictionary Honest and Sincere mean:

1. Not to cheat; not deceptive.

2. Open and frank.

3. Free from guile.

4. Without pretensions.

5. Mark by truth.

All twelve disciples of Jesus Christ were honest and sincere persons except Judas Iscariot. 

John 12:4-6 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, "Why wasn't this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year's wages." He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it. 

What will happen if we don't speak, we don't act righteously and sincerely in the Church?

Honesty and sincerity is extremely important in Christian's life.

Jesus has taught about it many times and strongly warned those hypocrites.

It is good if we are being labeled as “honest and sincere” but it is shameful if we are being labeled as “crooked and lier”. People  who act with “right motive” are usually honest and sincere. Even though we have formed a Church and become pastors, if our motive is wrong, we shall not get reward from God. Because of some crooked and dishonest pastors, church leaders and Christians, how much has the name of Jesus Christ been damaged and despised?

Do sincerely
Matthew 6:1 Be careful not to do your “act of righteousness” before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

Some people want good impression. They act like holy man (thu taw kong) in front of other people. But in reality they are crooked and thieves.

Give quietly
Matthew 6:2-4 So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 

Some people really want applause from others when they give. They give not because of their pure, sincere and honest heart but with the wrong motive of “being applauded as great donor (a lu shin gyi) Some even make big announcement in the news paper or in the church about donation. What contrary to the teaching of Jesus! Jesus said, “Do it in secret. Do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing.”

Pray secretly
Matthew 6:5-8 And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 

We have heard a lot of prayers from others even our own prayers.

How do we pray? Do we pray from our heart or our head or our lips? Yes we pray from all of these including our spirit. But sadly to say some only pray from their lips. Some use high flow or low flow, royal language or street language, Christian language or pagan language in prayer. Whatever it is we must not pray like hypocrites when we pray. Hypocrites are “pretenders”. They are not real. Their prayers are sometimes boasting themselves or directing to others. See Luke 18:11-12 “The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men-robbers, evildoers, adulterers-or even like this tax collector . I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.” When we pray in the church in congregational prayer, our prayer must not be intending or directing to the people in the Church. It must be to God.

Fast honestly
Matthew 6:17-18 When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show men they are fasting. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that it will not be obvious to men that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.

We use to fast and pray. Our motive must be right when we do it. We do it not to make a show that we are more spiritual and holier than others. We do it with sincerity and honesty before God, NOT before men.

Act honestly
Matthew 23:13-14 Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the kingdom of heaven in men’s faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to.  

I occasionally heard some Christians complaining that they wanted to go to other Church to worship God and hear the sermons but their pastor was angry when he heard that they were going to another Church. They don't offer Bible study for their Church members but they do not want their members to join other Bible study group. They shut the door of heaven. They don't allow others to enter. They themselves also do not enter.

Sincerity is not partiality
Matthew 23:23-24 Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites ! You give a tenth of your spices - mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law - justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel. 

If we want to keep the laws, we must keep them all. We must not just keep the law that we want or that will beneficial to us and abandon the other laws. We cannot just used the Old Testament as asking our members to give the tithe, and neglecting the other laws as Jesus said, “You have neglected the more important law- justice, mercy and faithfulness.”

Clean inside
Matthew 23:25-26 Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites ! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean. 

We use to dress up nicely and beautifully outside but fail to dress up inside our life. Beautiful outside but ugly inside, clean outside but dirty inside.

Righteous inside
Matthew 23:27-28 Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites ! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men's bones and everything unclean. In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness. 

He seems to be righteous outwardly but tricky and cunning inside. I remember a friend of mine, MD Kaw Seung, gave an illustration to us in 1970 at Mandalay UCF meeting. He dressed a beautiful coat over a white shirt and wearing a necktie. He looked very clean and smart. But when he took off his coat, we saw a very dirty, old and torn shirt under the coat. That was clean outside but dirty inside.

Not a show
Matthew 23:29-32 Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites ! You build tombs for the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. And you say, “If we had lived in the days of our forefathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.” So you testify against yourselves that you are the descendants of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of the sin of your forefathers! 

Some people make a show of righteousness in their preaching and teaching but in reality their life were full of unrighteousness. We have seen some TV evangelists were exposed of their hypocrisy.

Paul lived honestly and served with clear conscience
Hebrews 13:18 Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live honorably in every way. 

Acts 24:16 So I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man.

2 Corinthians 1:12 Now this is our boast: Our conscience testifies that we have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially in our relations with you, in the holiness and sincerity that are from God. We have done so not according to worldly wisdom but according to God’s grace. 

2 Corinthians 8:21 For we are taking pains to do what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of men.

It is really good and enjoyable if we can serve God with right motive and clear conscience. 

Sincerity is from the heart
Matthew 18:35 “this is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart.”

Ephesians 6:5-7 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ.  Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart.  Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men.

Sincerity must be from the heart. Some can speak so sweet as honey, but the heart is full of bitterness. Forgiveness is not only from the lips it must be from the heart. Love also must be sincere from the heart.

Speak the word of God with sincerity
2 Corinthians 2:17

Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit. On the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with sincerity, like men sent from God.

2 Corinthians 4:1-2 Therefore, since through God's mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.

Can people speak the word of God with insincerity? Yes. Some people use the word of God for their own interest and their own gain. They even twist the word for their own benefit. We must use and speak the word correctly, honestly, sincerely and boldly without bias.

No favoritism
Colossians 3:23-25 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and there is no favoritism. 

If we are sincere and honest we may not have favoritism at all. We will judge righteously even against our own loved one.

Practice sincerity
Philippians 4:8-9 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable - if anything is excellent or praiseworthy - think about such things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me - put it into practice. 

Honesty and Sincerity are not lip service. It is a heart practice for all disciples of Jesus Christ.

Blessings!
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