Disciple of Christ must be a zealous person

Zealous means active interest and enthusiasm. Adoniram Judson translated as “Pyin Yi Chin Ma Shi” “not lazy”.

How much are we interested in God’s work and enthusiastic in His ministry?

How many hours do we spend time for His works in a day? 

Some may be very zealous in serving God but some may not even though they said they are the servants of God. To be honest even the so called “fulltime pastors” some are spending very little time in His work but more time in their own works in a day. Some only active and serve the Lord on Sunday and the other days are for their own works. Are we worthy of calling ourselves “servants of God?”

Apostles worked day and night
1 Thessalonians 2:9  Surely you remember, brothers, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you. 

We all know that Paul was a tentmaker. He made tent to earn some money to support himself and serve the Lord on voluntary basis. He did not get financial support (pay) from the Church. He said he worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone. He made tent at night and preach the gospel at day. He was not a burden to any one. 

Acts 8:4 Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. 

We all know that disciples were scattered to many places because of persecution in Jerusalem. They did not just tried to escape and hide away somewhere. They preached gospel wherever they went. We also must preach gospel wherever we go.

Paul was very zealous
Acts 9:19-20 Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus.  At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 

Paul preached “at once” when he got opportunity.

I remember a preacher said, “I want to preach every Sunday”. That is true. Preacher must preach. But not only on Sunday at the Church, he should preach everywhere everyday wherever he goes. That is his job, his commitment and his calling.

Philip was very zealous in preaching
Acts 8:40  Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.

Philip preached in all towns on his way to Caesarea.

Pastor, Preacher, Evangelist, Missionary, use to travel. We use to try to find a Church where we can preach. We don’t preach where there’s no Church. We should try to preach in every city or town or country to the one or ones whom we’ve come across. That is the real mission of Christ.

The Bible says we must never be lack of zeal and feel weary
Romans 12:11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.  Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.

Galatians 6:9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 

Sometimes we may lack of zeal in preaching or serving. We just don’t feel like doing it or we feel tired of it. At this point we need “revival”. We need to pause and recharge with the power of the Holy Spirit.

Work as it is day and make the most of opportunity
John 9:4  As long as it is day, we must do the work of Him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31 What I mean, brothers, is that the time is short. From now on those who have wives should live as if they had none;  those who mourn, as if they did not; those who are happy, as if they were not; those who buy something, as if it were not theirs to keep;  those who use the things of the world, as if not engrossed in them. For this world in its present form is passing away. 

Ephesians 5:15-20 Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise,  making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.  Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is.  Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.  Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Colossians 4:5-6 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. 

This is a very important point. Work as long as it is day. “Make hey while the sunshine”. When the night comes we can’t work. When you have opportunity of doing it, do it. When you don’t have the opportunity any more you can’t do it. You may feel regret. We don’t even know whether we can see tomorrow.  

Eager to make the calling sure
2 Peter 1:10-11 Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

As we have studied, disciples are “called”. We are called to serve Him and others with love and compassion. We have to make sure that the purpose of calling us must be fulfilled. We must do all according to His assignments. Make sure that our calling is sure. Because we have to give all the account what we have done on earth when we see Him.

Blessings!
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