Disciple of Christ must be a good steward

I remember when I was young, I use to hear many times about “good steward” taught by Burma Baptist Convention whenever they came to give us training at our local Church. I think MBC is still teaching this subject now. What I understood from the teaching was “stewardship” mean “keeping money” especially Church money properly. But now I understand that stewardship is not only money it is much more broader than this.

God wants us to be good steward to keep all the creations He has made and entrusted to us.

If we cut the trees we must cut in stewardship manner. We must cut only what we need for our use is “good stewardship” but if we cut the trees more than what we need and make it for profit is “bad stewardship”. God doesn’t want His creation to be destroyed.

Gen 1:28-30 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground--everything that has the breath of life in it--I give every green plant for food." And it was so. 

Gen 2:8-9 Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground--trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. 

Gen 2:15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.

Gen 2:19-20 Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field.
God has given human being authority to use, to eat, to take care and to govern all things that He has created. We have not only opportunity to use it but responsibility to take care of it, preserve it and protect it. We must not abuse God’s creation.

There are two kinds of stewards. One is “faithful steward” and another is “unfaithful steward”.

Luke 12:35-40 "Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, like men waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for him. It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. I tell you the truth, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them. It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the second or third watch of the night. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him." 

The faithful steward is the one who is ready to see the Lord when He comes back and give Him all the account we due to Him.

Matthew 25:14-18  "Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more. So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. 

Just like a boss entrusted his money to his servants accordingly, we are also entrusted with God’s blessing in term of materials, physical, spiritual richness and gifts of Holy Spirit. How are we going to use or using it properly according to His will and desire? Are we going to make gain from these blessings and gifts? Are we going to bury it under the ground and let it be wasted? We have to give account to the Lord when we see Him again.

1 Peter 4:10-11 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

We, disciples of Christ, have received and possessed Spiritual Gifts according to His will differently. We must use our gifts faithfully to server others and make His name to be glorified. Don’t burry your gifts. Discover it and use it.

Luke 16:10-12 Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.  So if you have not  and been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?  And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own? 

We must be trustworthy in God’s property whether big or small. How much God has entrusted to us? How do we keep it and use it? This is very important to have good credit in the Lord.

1 Corinthians 4:1 So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the secret things of God. 

Matt 23:13 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the kingdom of heaven in men's faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to.   

God has indeed entrusted a very important secret things to us. That is “key to heaven” the gospel of salvation to mankind. Are we locking the door of heaven by our key or unlocking the door to the people to enter the kingdom of heaven by the key God has entrusted to us?

Galatians 2:7 On the contrary, they saw that I had been entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, just as Peter had been to the Jews. 

Paul claimed that he was entrusted with the task of preaching Gospel to Gentiles as Peter to the Jews. He did it faithfully. The result of it was we are now Christians. Have we been entrusted with the gospel? We also must be faithful in our calling to serve Him in different people.

1 Timothy 6:20-21 Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn away from godless chatter and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called knowledge,  which some have professed and in so doing have wandered from the faith. 

Timothy was entrusted to take care of the Church. Are we entrusted to be a pastor to take care of our Church members? We must do it faithfully.

Titus 1:7-9 Since an overseer is entrusted with God’s work, he must be blameless - not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain.  Rather he must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined.  He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.

This is a very important message for us;  Pastors and leaders. We are entrusted with God’s work to teach sound doctrine, to live upright and hospitable, to be blameless, not violent and not pursuing dishonest gain.
2 Timothy 1:14 Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us. 

We must guard all the goodness and blessings God has entrusted to us as a “good steward” by the help of the Holy Spirit. Without Holy Spirit we can never be “good steward”.

Conclusion:

Be good steward in preserving ALL things God has entrusted to us.

Be good steward in proclaiming gospel to others.

Blessings!
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