Disciple of Christ must be a Person of Love

Can we say that we are Christians if we don’t have LOVE? I am afraid to say that If we don’t have love we are not Christians. 1 John 4:8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.

LOVE is actually easy to say but difficult to practice. Why? Because love is so deep, so precious and so holy. That is why the Bible says, “not by word but by action”.
1. What is LOVE?
Let us see the Biblical definition of love.

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

Romans 12:9-10 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 

Rom 13:10 Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 

If we have love, we must be: Patient, Kind and Protective, Trust, Hope, Persevere, not envy, not boast, not proud, not self-seeking, not easily anger, keep no record of wrong, not delight in evil but rejoice in truth and what is good. Love is fulfillment of laws.
Do we have these characters? If we don’t our love may not true. The Bible said, “God is Love”.

Yes, God has all these characters. 

2. Love is the fruit of Holy Spirit
Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 

True Christians have possessed the Holy Spirit and bear the fruit of the Spirit. Love is mentioned first and foremost in the list of the fruit of the Holy Spirit. Do we have fruit LOVE?
3. Love is life
1 John 3:14-15 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death.  Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him.

The Bible says if we hate our brother, we have committed murder. Hate is equal to murder. So serious! How many life have we killed by hating our brothers? The murderer cannot go to heaven. Can we go to heaven with hatred in our heart?
4. Love is more important than gift of Holy Spirit
1 Corinthians 13:1-3 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.

This is a very important teaching from Paul. Even we speak in tongues of angels, have gift of prophesy, have faith that can move mountain, give all our money and possessions to the poor, surrender our body to be burnt in fire, BUT if without love, IT IS NOTHING. Even though we do very small little things to someone but with LOVE, it is counted by God.

5. Love is action not just word
1 John 3:16-18 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 

God shows us His love by sending His one and only begotten Son to us.

Jesus shows as His love by dying for us on the cross.

We must show our love to God and to men, not just by word by in our action. One action is worth more than one thousand words.

6. We must love God, We must love our neighbors
Luke 10:27 He answered: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind; and Love your neighbor as yourself.”  

This is a new commandment from Jesus Christ. Do we really love God with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our strength and with all our mind? Honestly speaking many Christians love themselves, love their family, love their relatives, love their friends and other things much more than God. God is not their first priority in their life. Do we love our neighbors as ourselves? If we do, the village, the town, the country we live in will be very happy and peaceful places. Look how is it today? Love does no harm to his neighbors!
7. Our love to God proved by our obedience to Him
John 14:23 Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.

If we say we love God, we must obey Him and follow His teaching.
What does God ask us to do? Do we do it? Where does God want us to go? Do we go? What does God want us to say? Do we say?
8. If we don’t love the Lord, a curse will be on us
1 Cor 16:22 If anyone does not love the Lord-a curse be on him. Come, O Lord! 
Do we afraid of a curse? Love the Lord!

9. We must love our brothers
1 John 4:19-20 We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 
It is impossible to love God if we cannot love our brother/sister in Christ. If a Christian does not speak to his brother/sister whom he sees every day or every week, how can he speak to God whom he has never seen?

10. We must love one another
John 13:34-35 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

If we are disciples of Christ we must love one another. Jesus commanded us to love one another. This is a COMMAND not a REQUEST. If we are His disciples we must listen and obey. Do we love one another? We use to hear a lot of gossip in the Church, see division and split, even suing one another in court. It is very shameful to show our HATE to others especially to non-Christians. If a Church split because of the fight between pastors or leaders of the Church, are we proud of it or are we ashamed of it?
11. We must love our enemy
Matthew 5:43-48 You have heard that it was said, “Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that?  And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. Luke 6:35-36 But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

Who are our enemies? Our enemies are those who hate us or those who we hate. We use to love those who love us and hate those who hate us. Jesus said we have to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us. How can we love our enemies? 
The meaning of love here is “care and concern”. It doesn’t mean to hold them, hug them and kiss them. We have to care for our enemies and concern for their wellbeing and livelihoods. Pray for them and help them when they are in need.
Rom 12:17-21 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord. On the contrary: "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head."  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Let us say with LOVE,

Let us do with LOVE,

Let us give with LOVE,

Let us serve with LOVE,
Let us LOVE God with all our heart,

Let us LOVE one another with the LOVE of God.
Blessings!

Sai Htwe Maung

Shan Missions

