Disaster!!!

Oh Lord, have mercy on those who are afflicted and suffering because of disaster. Help them to turn their eyes to you and see you, help them to turn their ears to you and hear you Lord. Please help them to feel your love, compassion and presence, to acknowledge you, bow down before you and worship you Lord. Please forgive if it is because of sins. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.

The news of Cyclone Nargis is causing major disaster in Burma is causing us great sorrow, concern and distress among us. Since Tsunami disaster and Katrina disaster I have been thinking and searching WHY such terrible disasters happened to us.

According to our Bible the first and greatest disaster happened in Noah time, thousands of years before Christ. Why? Because of sins. It was God’s punishment.

First and greatest disaster ever recorded
Gen 6:11-14 Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight and was full of violence. God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways. So God said to Noah, "I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. Gen 7:1-4 The LORD then said to Noah, "Go into the ark, you and your whole family, because I have found you righteous in this generation. Take with you seven of every kind of clean animal, a male and its mate, and two of every kind of unclean animal, a male and its mate, and also seven of every kind of bird, male and female, to keep their various kinds alive throughout the earth. Seven days from now I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights, and I will wipe from the face of the earth every living creature I have made." Gen 7:12 And rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights.  Gen 7:17 For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased they lifted the ark high above the earth.

Let us see some scriptures telling us about disasters.

Were disasters from God or by nature? (Biblical facts)
Deut 28:61 The LORD will also bring on you every kind of sickness and disaster not recorded in this Book of the Law, until you are destroyed.

2 Sam 17:14 Absalom and all the men of Israel said, "The advice of Hushai the Arkite is better than that of Ahithophel." For the LORD had determined to frustrate the good advice of Ahithophel in order to bring disaster on Absalom. 

1 Kings 14:10 Because of this, I am going to bring disaster on the house of Jeroboam. I will cut off from Jeroboam every last male in Israel-slave or free. I will burn up the house of Jeroboam as one burns dung, until it is all gone. 

1 Kings 21:21 'I am going to bring disaster on you. I will consume your descendants and cut off from Ahab every last male in Israel-slave or free.

2 Kings 6:33 While he was still talking to them, the messenger came down to him. And [the king] said, "This disaster is from the LORD. Why should I wait for the LORD any longer?" 

2 Kings 21:12 Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I am going to bring such disaster on Jerusalem and Judah that the ears of everyone who hears of it will tingle.

2 Kings 22:16 This is what the LORD says: I am going to bring disaster on this place and its people, according to everything written in the book the king of Judah has read.

Jer 6:19 Hear, O earth: I am bringing disaster on this people, the fruit of their schemes, because they have not listened to my words and have rejected my law. 

Jer 18:11 "Now therefore say to the people of Judah and those living in Jerusalem, 'This is what the LORD says: Look! I am preparing a disaster for you and devising a plan against you. So turn from your evil ways, each one of you, and reform your ways and your actions.'

Jer 25:29 See, I am beginning to bring disaster on the city that bears my Name, and will you indeed go unpunished? You will not go unpunished, for I am calling down a sword upon all who live on the earth, declares the LORD Almighty.' 

Jer 44:11 "Therefore, this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: I am determined to bring disaster on you and to destroy all Judah.

Dan 9:13-14 The LORD did not hesitate to bring the disaster upon us, for the LORD our God is righteous in everything he does; yet we have not obeyed him. 

Amos 3:6 When a trumpet sounds in a city, do not the people tremble? When disaster comes to a city,

has not the LORD caused it? 

Mic 1:12 Those who live in Maroth writhe in pain, waiting for relief, because disaster has come from the LORD, even to the gate of Jerusalem. 

Mic 2:3 Therefore, the LORD says: "I am planning disaster against this people, from which you cannot save yourselves. You will no longer walk proudly, for it will be a time of calamity.” 

Isa 45:7 I form the light and create darkness, I bring prosperity and create disaster; I, the LORD, do all these things. 

Why had such disasters come to us? (Biblical facts)
Deut 31:29 For I know that after my death you are sure to become utterly corrupt and to turn from the way I have commanded you. In days to come, disaster will fall upon you because you will do evil in the sight of the LORD and provoke him to anger by what your hands have made." 

Josh 24:19-20 If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been good to you." 

1 Sam 25:17 Now think it over and see what you can do, because disaster is hanging over our master and his whole household. He is such a wicked man that no one can talk to him.

1 Kings 9:9 People will answer, 'Because they have forsaken the LORD their God, who brought their fathers out of Egypt, and have embraced other gods, worshiping and serving them-that is why the LORD brought all this disaster on them.'" 

2 Chron 7:22 People will answer, 'Because they have forsaken the LORD, the God of their fathers, who brought them out of Egypt, and have embraced other gods, worshiping and serving them-that is why he brought all this disaster on them.'" 

2 Chron 34:24-25 This is what the LORD says: I am going to bring disaster on this place and its people-all the curses written in the book that has been read in the presence of the king of Judah. Because they have forsaken me and burned incense to other gods and provoked me to anger by all that their hands have made, my anger will be poured out on this place and will not be quenched.'

Job 31:3 Is it not ruin for the wicked, disaster for those who do wrong? 

Prov 1:27-31 when calamity overtakes you like a storm, when disaster sweeps over you like a whirlwind, when distress and trouble overwhelm you. "Then they will call to me but I will not answer; they will look for me but will not find me. Since they hated knowledge and did not choose to fear the LORD, since they would not accept my advice and spurned my rebuke, they will eat the fruit of their ways and be filled with the fruit of their schemes.

Isa 3:11  Woe to the wicked! Disaster is upon them! They will be paid back for what their hands have done. 

Jer 16:10-11 "When you tell these people all this and they ask you, 'Why has the LORD decreed such a great disaster against us? What wrong have we done? What sin have we committed against the LORD our God?' 11 then say to them, 'It is because your fathers forsook me,' declares the LORD, 'and followed other gods and served and worshiped them. They forsook me and did not keep my law.

Jer 32:23 They came in and took possession of it, but they did not obey you or follow your law; they did not do what you commanded them to do. So you brought all this disaster upon them. 

Jer 44:23 Because you have burned incense and have sinned against the LORD and have not obeyed him or followed his law or his decrees or his stipulations, this disaster has come upon you, as you now see." 

Warning of the coming of disasters (Biblical facts)
Isa 47:11 Disaster will come upon you, and you will not know how to conjure it away. A calamity will fall upon you that you cannot ward off with a ransom; a catastrophe you cannot foresee will suddenly come upon you. 

Jer 4:6 Raise the signal to go to Zion! Flee for safety without delay! For I am bringing disaster from the north, even terrible destruction." 

Jer 4:20 Disaster follows disaster; the whole land lies in ruins. In an instant my tents are destroyed,

my shelter in a moment. 

Jer 11:11-13  Therefore this is what the LORD says: 'I will bring on them a disaster they cannot escape. Although they cry out to me, I will not listen to them. The towns of Judah and the people of Jerusalem will go and cry out to the gods to whom they burn incense, but they will not help them at all when disaster strikes. You have as many gods as you have towns, O Judah; and the altars you have set up to burn incense to that shameful god Baal are as many as the streets of Jerusalem.' 

Jer 11:23 Not even a remnant will be left to them, because I will bring disaster on the men of Anathoth in the year of their punishment.

Jer 23:12 “Therefore their path will become slippery; they will be banished to darkness and there they will fall. I will bring disaster on them in the year they are punished,” declares the LORD. 

Jer 26:3-6 Perhaps they will listen and each will turn from his evil way. Then I will relent and not bring on them the disaster I was planning because of the evil they have done. Say to them, 'This is what the LORD says: If you do not listen to me and follow my law, which I have set before you, and if you do not listen to the words of my servants the prophets, whom I have sent to you again and again (though you have not listened), then I will make this house like Shiloh and this city an object of cursing among all the nations of the earth.'" 

Jer 26:13-13 Now reform your ways and your actions and obey the LORD your God. Then the LORD will relent and not bring the disaster he has pronounced against you. 

Jer 45:5 Should you then seek great things for yourself? Seek them not. For I will bring disaster on all people, declares the LORD, but wherever you go I will let you escape with your life.'" 

Jer 46:21 The mercenaries in her ranks are like fattened calves. They too will turn and flee together,

they will not stand their ground, for the day of disaster is coming upon them, the time for them to be punished. 

Jer 49:37 I will shatter Elam before their foes, before those who seek their lives; I will bring disaster upon them, even my fierce anger, declares the LORD.

Ezek 7:5-6 "This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Disaster ! An unheard-of disaster is coming. The end has come! The end has come! It has roused itself against you. It has come! 

In time of disasters (Biblical facts)
2 Sam 22:19 They confronted me in the day of my disaster, but the LORD was my support. 

Ps 18:18 They confronted me in the day of my disaster, but the LORD was my support. 

Ps 57:1 Have mercy on me, O God, have mercy on me, for in you my soul takes refuge. I will take refuge in the shadow of your wings until the disaster has passed. 

Ps 91:9-10 If you make the Most High your dwelling--even the LORD, who is my refuge-- then no harm will befall you, no disaster will come near your tent. 

Prov 3:25-26 Have no fear of sudden disaster or of the ruin that overtakes the wicked, for the LORD will be your confidence and will keep your foot from being snared. 

Jer 17:17-18 Do not be a terror to me; you are my refuge in the day of disaster. Let my persecutors be put to shame, but keep me from shame; let them be terrified, but keep me from terror. Bring on them the day of disaster; destroy them with double destruction. 

What should we do? (Biblical facts)
Zech 8:14-17 This is what the LORD Almighty says: "Just as I had determined to bring disaster upon you and showed no pity when your fathers angered me," says the LORD Almighty, "so now I have determined to do good again to Jerusalem and Judah. Do not be afraid. These are the things you are to do: Speak the truth to each other, and render true and sound judgment in your courts; do not plot evil against your neighbor, and do not love to swear falsely. I hate all this," declares the LORD. 

Isa 10:3 What will you do on the day of reckoning,when disaster comes from afar? To whom will you run for help? Where will you leave your riches? 

Eccl 11:2 Give portions to seven, yes to eight, for you do not know what disaster may come upon the land. 

Let us show our love by giving and helping!

May the hope and peace be on those who are suffering!

Blessing!
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