Dare you ask question?

“What I said is right. If you believe, you accept it. If you don’t believe, don’t accept it. That’s all. You have no rights to ask question, to discuss, to debate or to argue.” What kind of attitude is it? Sometimes some preachers and teachers may have such attitude. One member of our Bible study group said, “we were told that we should not ask question or argue with pastor or teacher. It is a curse if we do.” This statement seems to be right because we seldom see any one from the church asking any question or discussing anything about the pastor’s or preacher’s sermon or teaching. They always sitting passively in the church and never actively participate in discussion. They never ask question. Teaching and preaching in the church is one-way traffic. Probably we grow under influence of political control in Burma “no question” allowed. 

Let us see some scriptures telling us about Jesus and his disciples asking questions and discussing actively in their ministries.

Jesus asking questions in temple of court
Luke 2:46 After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.

Disciples asked questions and Jesus explained
Matt 17:9-13 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, "Don't tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead." The disciples asked him, "Why then do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come first?" Jesus replied, "To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things. But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but have done to him everything they wished. In the same way the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands." Then the disciples understood that he was talking to them about John the Baptist. 

Mark 7:17-19 After he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him about this parable. "Are you so dull?" he asked. "Don't you see that nothing that enters a man from the outside can make him 'unclean'? For it doesn't go into his heart but into his stomach, and then out of his body." (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods "clean.") 

Mark 9:28-29 After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, "Why couldn't we drive it out?" He replied, "This kind can come out only by prayer." 

Mark 10:10-12 When they were in the house again, the disciples asked Jesus about this. He answered, "Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her. And if she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits adultery." 

Luke 8:9-10 His disciples asked him what this parable meant. He said, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that, "'though seeing, they may not see; though hearing, they may not understand.'   

John 9:1-5 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the world."

Paul debating with people in synagogue
Acts 17:2-3 As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. "This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ," he said. 

Bereans examining scripture to see if Paul’s teaching was correct
Acts 17:11 Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. 

Lessons:

Jesus dared to ask questions to teachers of the laws.

Disciples dared to ask questions to Jesus Christ.

People did not believe easily without checking the scripture.

They use to discuss what the disciples taught.

Are we dare to ask question to pastors, preachers and teachers?

Should we, pastors, preachers, teachers, allow and welcome people to ask us questions concerning our sermon and teaching?

Should we angry when we were challenged about our teaching and sermon?

Should we encourage our listeners to actively participate and discuss about our faith?

I hope and pray that all pastors, teachers and preachers will open the door of opportunity to the listeners or readers to ask questions, to discuss and to challenge our sermons, teachings and faith so that they will not be blind believers with blind faith.

I personally will want to see more people ask and discuss more here on this MFC group. 

I have joined this group more than a year ago. I have written and contributed more than two hundred articles. Some have expressed their appreciation, some have expressed interest and some have challenged. It is good to hear from our brothers and sisters about their opinion. I appreciate you all. Some of my articles are not approved by moderator and not appear in this column.

I myself have read many writings in this column. Some are very useful, interesting, encouraging, inspiring and spiritual. But some are just like SPAM to me.

I hope and pray that I can continue contributing more for our spiritual growth and blessings in Christian life. 

In Christ and for Christ I serve.
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