Comprehensive Prayer

I remember a - - Baptist Church, there was a prayer called “intercessory prayer” item which they call “complete prayer”. The chairperson of the worship service use to say, “thanks for complete prayer” to the person who prayed that prayer. I was not sure whether that prayer was complete or not complete. How do we know it is complete? The person who prays use to pray for many things according to prayer requests put on the bulletin at worship service. Sometimes it takes about one hour to finish the prayer. I think if we are going to pray according to the needs of the Church, the needs of the country and community, the needs of individuals, there will be so many needs to pray for and I believe three hours will not be enough for “complete prayer” as the chairperson announced. They do not pray “the Lord’s prayer.” In fact the prayer that Jesus Christ taught His disciples to pray is the most “comprehensive prayer”. How can we have “comprehensive prayer” instead of “complete prayer”. Comprehensive means “include all or everything”. How can we pray to include all or everything? 

Another - - Baptist Church I attended, they do not have “intercessory prayer” in their worship program. They have special prayer time on the other day. But they pray “Lord’s prayer” together, as they hold hands together, at the end of worship service.

Let us do some analysis on Lord’s Prayer.

Matt 6:9-13 (NIV)

9 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

10 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

11 Give us today our daily bread. 

12 Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.

Matt 6:9-13 (KJV)

9 Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.

10 Thy kingdom comes. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

11 Give us this day our daily bread.

12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

1. Asking God the Father in heaven.

Our Father. Not My Father. Not to other god, not to the saints, not to the angels or other person or other name.

Intimating, that we must pray, not only alone and for ourselves, but with and for others; for we are members one of another, and are called into fellowship with each other. Asking God as children asking father. We have sons-father relationship and very close.

Our Father God is in a very high and holy place that is heaven. We have to ask with respect. Not to shout to Him. It is very inappropriate and rude to shout to our heavenly Father God when we pray. We cannot demand Him to “do it right now”. We have no right to command God the Father to do what we want to see happen “right now”. Timing is not in our hand.

2. Asking that His holy name will be respected and praised.

His name is holy and must be respected and praised by all creations. 

Don’t misuse the name of our God. Do not blasphemy the name of the Lord.

3. Asking that His kingdom will come.

Jesus comes to establish the Kingdom of God on earth. That is why we have to pray that His Kingdom will be established. Living anywhere in any other place is better than living in the Kingdom of God.

4. Asking that His will be done in earth as it is in heaven.

His will, not our will, be done. Sometimes we pray to God and ask God to do according to our will. We want God to help us do what we want to do, send us where we want to go, give us what we want to have. This is really wrong prayer. We must ask the will of God be done in our life instead of our will. The will of the Father in heaven is right, perfect, peace and joy and eternal life.

5. Asking that God will give us bread for today.

The reality is human being only live day-to-day basis. The life cycle is day-by-day basis. We wake up in the morning, work till sunset, sleep at night and wake up again next day morning. All the food we eat today is for today only. We cannot eat today for tomorrow. We cannot eat in advance. If we have food to eat for physical body today, it is good enough for today. The next day will be another life story. We must not ask for the bread (food) for the whole week or the whole month or the whole year. It will be very greedy if we do. Some may have a lot of food stored and will last for months or year. But some may only have hand to mouth food for one day only. They have to find for food again next day. It helps us to depend on God’s providence only. It also applies to spiritual bread.

6. Asking that God will forgive us are debts (sins) as we forgive our debtors (who sin against us).

Knowingly or unknowingly, intentionally or casually, we committed sin at least three times a day, may be more than that. Sin is a barrier to our relationship with God. We have to confess our sins to Him every day and ask for forgiveness. We must not accumulate our sins in our life. Clean it day by day.

This is very important to understand that if we do not forgive those who sinned against us, God will not forgive our sins. We also have to forgive other people. We use to be so one sided. We do not want to forgive other people but we want God to forgive us. Is it fair? Forgive others if we want to be forgiven.

7. Asking that God will not lead us into temptation (allow temptation to tempt us)

There are many temptations today. We face it every day either big or small. It is not easy to overcome or defeat such temptations. Many have fallen into temptation and committed sins. Look at the Bible and see how many God’s people have fallen to sins including God’s own heart “David”. Since temptation is too strong, we must avoid it. But how can we avoid temptation? By not seeing them? We see without looking. By not listening to them? We hear it without listening. By not going there? They come to us. We need God’s help. We need Him to help us not to fall into temptation. The only way to overcome and defeat temptation is to ask God not to allow us into it.

Remember that God never tempt any one. Temptation never comes from God. It is from Satan. Satan is tempting the people to do evil and commit sin.

8. Asking that God will deliver us from evil (Satan).

Once we have fallen into temptation and committed sin, we have to ask God to deliver us. It is a pity to see some people are struggling in sins and sinking into it deeper and deeper. Some try to get out from it by many means and ways by their own strength.  Some try to abandon it by their own effort or other people’s help. But still sucked into the deeper troubles. The only way to escape from snare of Satan is through God’s deliverance. Ask Him, trust Him, and commit to Him. He will deliver us.

9. Asking that His kingdom, power and glory will be established forever.

Some refer this to David's doxology,  1Chron 29:11

It is a form of praise and thanksgiving. The best pleading with God is praising of him; it is the way to obtain further mercy, as it qualifies us to receive it.

Ascribing glory to God for ever, intimates an acknowledgement, that it is eternally due, and an earnest desire to be eternally doing it, with angels and saints above, Ps 71:14.

Amen, audibly at the end of every prayer, and it is a commendable practice, provided it be done with understanding, as the apostle directs (1 Cor 14:16), and uprightly, with life and liveliness, and inward expressions, answerable to that outward expression of desire and confidence.

Conclusion:

Please remember to pray the prayer Jesus has taught us to pray.

Please add this Lord’s Prayer to your prayer every time you pray.

God the Father will surely hear your prayer.

Blessings!
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