Carry The Cross

What is the cross?
The instrument of a slave's death, associated with the ideas of pain, guilt, and ignominy.

(Fausset's Bible Dictionary)
During the Old Testament period, there is no evidence that the Jews fastened people to a stake or a cross as a means of execution. The Law directed death by stoning (Lev 20:2; Deut 22:24). But the Law did permit the public display (or "hanging") of a lawbreaker's body "on a tree" (Deut 21:22) strictly commanding that the "body shall not remain overnight on the tree, but you shall surely bury him that day" (Deut 21:23; also see John 19:31). (Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)
The authors of the gospels tell us that the Lord Jesus spoke of the cross before His death (Matt 10:38; Mark 10:21; Luke 14:27) as a symbol of the necessity of full commitment (even unto death) for those who could be His disciples. But the major significance of the cross after Jesus' death and resurrection is its use as a symbol of Jesus' willingness to suffer for our sins (Phil 2:8; Heb 12:2) so that we might be reconciled (2 Cor 5:19; Col 1:20) to God and know His peace (Eph 2:16).

Cross is the curse of the law. (Gal 3:13) Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.” 

Jesus has been cursed for us because of our sins.

Thus the cross symbolizes the glory of the Christian gospel (1 Cor 1:17); the fact that through this offensive means of death (1 Cor 1:23; Gal 5:11), the debt of sin against us was "nailed to the cross" (Col 2:14), and we, having "been crucified with Christ" (Gal 2:20), have been freed from sin and death and made alive to God (Rom 6:6-11).

There are many meanings about the cross. But let us just think about “carry the cross as willingness to suffer for others”
John 19:16-17 So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. Carrying His own cross, He went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha).  
Jesus carried His own cross and went to the Golgotha to be nailed on the cross. He was suffering for us.
Matthew 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” 
Jesus has demanded that we must take up the cross and follow Him. He means that we  must also suffer for the others’ salvation as He suffered for our salvation.
Luke 14:27 And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 

This is a qualification required to be His disciple. Are we carrying the cross and following Him? Or are we asking Jesus to carry the cross and follow us? Sometimes we act and do as we are the master and Jesus Christ as our servant. We use to ask Jesus to do what we want to see happen instead of we listen to Him and do what He wants us to do. We pray not to do “His will” but ask Him to do “our will.” This is not following Jesus.
Matthew 10:38 And anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 

Are we worthy to be called disciples if we don’t take up the cross and follow Him?

Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

Galatians 5:24-26 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. 

We have to remember that we have already been crucified our “sinful nature” on the cross and we now live in new “spiritual nature”. We are born again. New person with new life.
Galatians 6:14 May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.
The cross was “shameful” and “despise” before Jesus carried it. But now carrying the cross is an “honor”. We may see many pilgrimages go to Jerusalem during Easter and carry the cross to commemorate the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Dear friends,

Carrying the cross is “not shameful” any more. It is an “honor”.

Let us carry the cross and follow Jesus “proudly” as Paul said “I never boast except in the cross”.

In Christ,
Sai Htwe Maung

Shan Missions

