Are there Churches of Satan?

How come there are Churches of Satan apart from holy Churches of Jesus Christ?

In the 1950s Anton LaVey formed a group called the Order of the Trapezoid, which later evolved into the governing body of the Church of Satan. Those involved, or who attended LaVey’s activities, included: “The Baroness” Carin de Plessen (who grew up in a Royal Palace in Denmark), Dr. Cecil Nixon (magician, eccentric, and maker of automatons), underground filmmaker Kenneth Anger, City Assessor Russell Wolden, Donald Werby (one of San Francisco’s most influential property owners), anthropologist Michael Harner, and writer Shana Alexander. Other LaVey associates from this time period include noted Science Fiction and Horror writers Anthony Boucher, August Derleth, Robert Barbour Johnson, Reginald Bretnor, Emil Petaja, Stuart Palmer, Clark Ashton Smith, Forrest J. Ackerman, and Fritz Leiber Jr.

The Church of Satan was established in San Francisco, California, on Walpurgis night April 30, 1966 by Anton Szandor LaVey, who was the Church's High Priest until his death in 1997.

The Satanic Bible was written by Anton LaVey in 1969. It is a collection of essays, observations and basic Satanic rituals, and outlines LaVey's Satanic ideology. The author claims the influence of Ragnar Redbeard and Ayn Rand among others.

The book contains the core principles of Satanism and is considered the foundation of the philosophy and dogma that constitute Satanism. LaVeyan Satanists maintain that The Satanic Bible may not be subject to interpretation or revision, and that no rule or principle contradictory to what is written in The Satanic Bible may be considered applicable to Satanism.

The Nine Satanic Statements outline what "Satan" represents in the Church of Satan.
1. Satan represents indulgence instead of abstinence 

2. Satan represents vital existence instead of spiritual pipe dreams 

3. Satan represents undefiled wisdom instead of hypocritical self-deceit 

4. Satan represents kindness to those who deserve it instead of love wasted on ingrates 

5. Satan represents vengeance instead of turning the other cheek 

6. Satan represents responsibility to the responsible instead of concern for psychic vampires 

7. Satan represents man as just another animal, sometimes better, more often worse than those that walk on all-fours, who, because of his “divine spiritual and intellectual development,” has become the most vicious animal of all 

8. Satan represents all of the so-called sins, as they all lead to physical, mental, or emotional gratification 

9. Satan has been the best friend the Church has ever had, as he has kept it in business all these years

What does the Bible say about Churches of Satan?
Rev 2:9-10 I know your afflictions and your poverty-yet you are rich! I know the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 

Rev 3:9 I will make those who are of the synagogue of Satan , who claim to be Jews though they are not, but are liars-I will make them come and fall down at your feet and acknowledge that I have loved you.

If you want to read more about Church of Satan please visit the following website.

http://www.churchofsatan.com/home.html
http://www.religioustolerance.org/satanis1.htm
http://satanicchurch.com/content/
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